o a - -« — eee — —_— commie = — er - __@ 
‘ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ENCLOSURE COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: JESSE JACKSON 


FILE: 15786760. vole] 


THIS SECTION IS COMPRISED OF 2°67 PAGES 


WHICH WERE REVIEWED FOR THIS RELEASE. 


255 PAGES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THIS SECTION 
FOR RELEASE. 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 
FOR THIS PAGE 


e’ oer, 7 ~ te. a * on Meas a | % ty" 7 a. es : e 
cel tied het te Yan! SH ae ee ee NERD SOT hes ae tisk tel ae ee bt ee he EPO ES ee SS 


GPTIGMAL Pos nD. 10 my 
MAY tem EDITION 
GBA Prean (4 CPR) 101-11.8 


UNITED STATES Gq Panncent 
Memorandum 


To=~ : DIRECTOR, FBI = 


CM’ - 


FROM :SAC, COLUMBIA (5}2825) (RUC) 
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SUBJECT: REV. JESSE L. JACKSON, aka 
fi Jessie LY Jackson 
RM 


Jf Re Columbia letter to Chicago dated 11/28/66. 


< eee The following is a summary of investigation 
conducted by the Chicago, Springfield, and Columbia Offices 
sae ooeerene JACKSON: 


ome 


JACKSON is one of the individuals active in the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Chicago 
progran. 


Local news media in tibet describe JACKSON as 
a male Negro, age 24, weight 220 pounds, from Greenville, 
South Carolina. JACKSON attended the University of Illinois, 
1959-60, on a football scholarship. / 


The followi ation was conducted on 
Bi am by SA at Champaign-Urbana, 
Illinois, and may relate to su eee: 
advised 7 fol ows : 
We 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, a RIE Res 7 rm major, 
was admitted 9/21/59 from Sterling High School, Greenville, 
South Carolina, where he was graduated 6/4/59. He was born 


/8/41, Greenvilley 8. C. His parents are CHARLES HENRY _ 
JACKSON and HELEN JACKSON, 410 Andergon Stres eenv ” 
\CKSON was in attendance 9/59-6/6C 
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| following investigation was conducted by 

SA at Greenville, South Carolina: 
On 10/20/66 the following individuals were con- 

tacted and they advised they could locate no criminal 


record for JACKSON, nor did they have any knowledge of his 
activities in racial matters: 


EEE 
Police Department, Greenville, 8. C. 
Sheriff's Office, Greenv oS, Ss Ue 
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ON was rearec at Greenv e, S. ©. His father 
5 empic Post _Of zand his mother, | ;. 

HELEN JACKSON, operates a beauty parlor near the inter- 
section of Jenkins Street and Green Avenue in Greenville. 
For a period of approximately five years, JACKSON has been 
in the Chicago area attending college in preparation for 
the ministry. On occasions he returns to Greenville to 
visit with his family. 


JACKSON is active in SCLC 
in the Chicago area and at one time was reportedly active 
in CORE. Source believes ACKSON to be an aggressive 
individual who is of the belief that Negroes more 
aggressive in their fight for equal rights. te 
not know that JACKSON was ever active in racial matters in 
the Greenvflle area, and he stated that nothing has ever 
come to his attention which would indicate that JACKSON 
has ever been or would be inclined to affiliate with any 
subversive group. 


Greenville, 8. C., made 
available the following information concerning a speech made 
by Rev. JESSE JACKSON at the Springfield Baptist Church in 
Greenville on 11/23/66. 


CO 157-2823 
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Rev. JESSE JACKSON of Chicago, Illinois, made a 
speech at the Springfield Baptist Church on 11/23/66. He 
outlined some grievances which he found in the Sullivan 
Street area and various other sections in the city of 
Greenville while visiting there. Rev. JACKSON stated that 
if the city of Greenville could not do anything about this 
he should be consulted and if the city would back him up he 
would see that the houses and jobs were improved. 


« Rev. JACKSON stated that what he did in Chicago 
was to have the slums torn down and rebuilt. Rev. JACKSON 


also stated that he is Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING's lieutenant 
and his right-hand map. 


Rev. JACKSON stated that he would be back to 
Greenville and he wants the local preachers and the good 
people of Greenville to stand behind him and he would do 
for the City of Greenville what he has earlier done for 
Chicago and Greensboro, North Carolina. 


Rev. JACKSON further stated that we had nothing 
to fight for in Viet Nam and he did not see why the colored 
people had any right to go there and kill innocent people 
and then come back home and have to live in a slum area 3 tae 
with no job guaranteed then. 


Rev. JACKSON ended his speech by saying, "I will 
be back but I am looking for you people to invite me and 
tell me your reaction.” 


For information of the Bureau and Chicago, since 
JACKSON has stated that he has earlier been in the Greensboro, 
N. C., area it is possible the Bureau and Chicago may request 
Charlotte to furnish background informati@m from their files 
concerning JACKSON. 
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At Chicago, Illinois 


Will, if it is apparent that JACKSON is returning ~ 
to the Columbia Division to further pursue his activities in 
that area, advise Columbia of these plans. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-5545) 
“OPERATION BREADBASKET" ; bie 


JESSECJA 
RACIAL MATTERS 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are eight (8) cop 
of LHM. Copies being disseminated locally to intelli 
re agencies and Secret Service; also to USA's at Asheville, 
© Greensboro and Raleigh, N. C. One copy being sent Chicago 
< for information, since JACKSON reportedly from there, and 
¥Y apparently identical with subject of Chicago case entitled 
"REVEREND JESSE L. JACKSON, Aka.; RM." 
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CHARLOTTE | ADD. DISSESINATION. 
AT GREENSBORO, WINSTON-SALEM, HIGH POINT, DURHAM 


Paice grease police and public sources, will 
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follow activitie ' JACKSON and “Operation Breadbasket." 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDER&t BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Charlotte, North Carolina 
January 11, 1968 


(OPERATION BREADBASKET 
JESSE JACKSON 
RACIAL MATTERS 


7+ re 


that one JESSE JACKSON, Negro male, who is stated to 
be affiliated with MARTIN LUTHER KING, plans to start 
“Operation Breadbasket" in North Carolina. 


This was stated to be a boycott of merchants 


on some se large chain stores apparently 
a target. had advised he had information 
that JACKSON an group of followers plan to be in 


Greensboro, North Carolina, January 12 and 13, 1968, 

and in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, January 14 and 15, 
1968. It was not stated whether any actual boycotts are 
‘to start at those times, or whether their coming is just. 
for the purpose of picking targets, trying to set up an ‘'* 
organization, etcetera. 


| ontinued that on 
368 ‘| - IAC been in telenbor oleae with 


who said he was 
aware o nls group; tha hey plan to Doycott stores for 
failure to hire Negroe ad. | 


rs, etcetera. 
REE 22051007 JACKSON and some of his followers 
plan to in Charlotte January 16 and 17, 1968. 
The January 10, 1968, issue of the Charlotte 


Observer, a daily newspaper published at Charlotte, contained 
‘the following article: | 
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NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY . 
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vm A ell Christian Leadership Confer- He said A&T State Univers!- 
<a civil righis Sosder will ence, headed by Rev. Martin ty whore Jackson was a 
active in Greensdcro Fricay to Luther King. pra ony et the time cf the 1963 
speared a massive “bieck  Greorsboro will be the heed- demonstrations. lacks the 
power’ drive to force state quarters for the N. C. opera- power to demand a certain 
businesses to promote end en tion. Jackson said he plans porticn of the evatlatte re- 
ploy Negroes. early visits to High Poitt, sources from the state. 


He cited Durham, High : Winston-Salem, win and 
Poir.:s, Winston-Sa}°n, Creens- arlette. “We have to beg each 
bore, Charlotte and “other year,” be salt. “A&T will , 
never he what tke un'versity 


major ciics.” 
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The progrrin fis part of a 
nationwide effort thet already 
bes scea e'.r.>‘ers organizcd 
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Rev. Ios32 Iecl:son of CLI- 
esg2, keacer cf the civil 
rie:te movement In Greeis- 
bore in 3355 3°] now netlo::el | 


“We will have power to  Jac':sun said moves will be- 


Gi-ccior of Operation Ere? . 
brskel, said bavcaits 3 
ee. scisae tha! mick! be 
Sec ee. necessary. sill be 


ttril:c in2jor incsiiry in 30 or 
40 citics simultancously with 


" poyeetts,” Jackson said. 


Pointing spccificat!y to 
, Greensboro, Jackson said Ne- 


gi: on the tobacco industry, 
chain g:c7eries, maior depart- 
ment etores and tanks — 
particularly where chains are 
imvolvcd. 


“msec te carry out the pro- 
out the P | groes do rot control a 


ro. meant 
— grocery store of significance. 
“I am absolutely crnvinces They don't have a construction 
that we ~“Kegroes must a0 firm which cai: build a 19-stcry 
throush a periud of Black duilding or bid on a highvev 
Pever as a Means coicciively _ Froiect, he said. 
participating m the Arnerican There is no Negro shoe 
“Wetision-ais2 process,’’ stie ir Greensboro,” he said, 
Jac.:307 suid by t:lenisne from . but Negroes wear shoes. 
Chicaza. 
Jackson sail “Ee” recently 
trained 60 Negro mizister 
from the state in Chica70 to 
ascist with Cp2ration Urcad- 
best:ct in Neri: Cearulina. The o 
Procram, Jicizson szid. is Clasaification: 
Gponsu.ed by the Bouiter Submitting Office: OT 


Companies mentioned bv | 
Jackson were Thathimers, 
Meyers and Belk’s department 
stores; North Carclina Nation- 
al, Wachovia and First Union , 
banks; anc Big Becr, Winn- | 
Dixie ard Kroge-s—-% TRCTY 
stores. 
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“SAC, Cirteago (157-953). 
- REC. 3) 


Director, FBI (157-6760)— 


JESSE JACKSON 
RACIAL MATTERS 


| Charlotte by letterhead memorandum dated 1/11/68 
furnished information indicating that Jesse Jackson, a 
Negro male who is effiliated with Martin Luther King, plans 
to start "“Cperation Breadbasket" {in North Carolina. The 
“Charlotte Observer" in its 1/10/68 issue carried a nevs 
item indicating that the Reverend Jesse Jackson of Chicago 
will lead boycotts and other ections necessary to carry 
out "Operation Breadbasket" in Durham, High Point, “ 
Winston-Salem, Greensboro, Charlotte, and other major ceitéés 
fin the state. He said: "I em absolutely convinced that ve 
Negroes must go through a period of black power as a means 
of collectively participating in the American degision- 
making process.” He said it is expected that "Operation | 
Breadbasket" will have the power to strike major industries 
in 30 or 40 cities across the Nation simultaneously vith 


boycotts * 


1 - Charlotte (157-2823) ; OT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DECETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. i 


¥ Deleted under exemption(s) b7C 


with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Informatioa pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-]) For your information: 


lb The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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: | JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, born 10/8/41, in Greenville, | 
South Carolina, is presenti, ho Bes iona. Donec bor of ao 
Breadbasket", sponsQorec 

Conference (S§ 


Previous to this 
appointment, JACKSON was the Northern ee a 
Breadbasket", SCIC. 


JACKSON has led many civil eiiin 4 demonstrations ‘ 
in the Chicago area and had adhered to the non-violent approach 


of MART while leading these demo ae 
(protec t-requested) 
N, before leaving for 


mont-Cragin area of Chicago, told the demonstrators. 
"If any of you do not believe in the non-violence policy, I 
demand you leave this church right now; further, if any of you 
have knives, fingernail files, bottles or guns, I want you to 
leave them behind here in the church. I want an orderly march.” 


(protect), 
advised JACKSON is 
SLL and one time was reportedly active in CORE. 
JACKSON to be an aggressive individual who is of | 
Negroes must be more aggressive in their fights for equal rights. 
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South Carol: na. 
355 JACKSON, in &@ speech a lGoringtield 
 Baptiot Church, Greenville. on 11/23/66, stated he is MARTIN Ra Ma 
LUTHER KING's lieutenant and right-hand man. JACKSON further “~~ 
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stated colored people have no rr to go to Viet Nam and kil) 


innocent people and then come back home and aatiated to live — a 
slum eae with no job guaranteed thea, 
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An article in the ‘Charlotte Obeerver", ® Giaetenes. 
North Carolina, major newspaper, in its 1/10/68 issue, disclosed 
the Reverend JESSE JACKSON of Chicago will lead boycotts and . 
other actions necessary to carry out "Operation Breadbasket" in. 
Durham, High Point, Winston-Salem, Greensboro, Charlotte _— 
other major cities in the State of ‘North Carolina. 


This article further disclosed JACKSON said, "1 an ; 
stil adits convinced that we Negroes must go through a period — 
of black power as a means of collectively participating in the 
American decision-making process." He said it is expected that 
“Operation Breadbasket" will have the power to strike major 
industries in 30 or 40 Cities across the. nation eee 
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‘The tall young Negro in a 
dark suit and beige turtleneck —- 
sweater looked at his audience oe a 
in all - white Northbrook .and ee, , possibility 
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“1 did not come here to beg.” a. oe: out how to spool 


’ The Rey. Jesse Jackson, Bap- ae * i is tea 0 Witlee 
tist ter and a director of ” i. ao ae || of skills. : 

1 the Soutjern Christian Lea’ ate #.% BB || “Either you're going to join 
ine ership Conference, spoke at & “AB | : the movement, or this nation 
.*« ggmmunity - wide open hous- . “a ) wd will drift into racial polarity.” 

oe Funlor High Schoo sym. [el eee iS |] MR. JACKSON said be has 
nasium. It was one of five Sun- Wee oa ae nan oe ele Te 
_ “There are some people CHICAGO DAILY NEWS | 
with pathological neuroses who 
have so much ego they have CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
to dominate everything,” he || 
“But I cannot allow myself 
to hate. 
“Hate is heavy, ugly, Op- || pore: 3-30-68 
presente” \ || a RED STREAK 
“I'm brother,” said Author: 
quietly. uy not your ene we Lditor: 
“J have}! been very | Title: Roy PE pa 
to parti in the human RFV. JFESSF“ JACKSON 
community. I think there are aang a 
a lot of white folks who can’t ; 
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PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF JESSE Le. JACKSON, CHARLOTTE 
DIVISION, APRIL FOUR, SIXTY-EIGHT, RM. 
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ACKSON DID NOT APPEAR AS SCHEDULED IW N.C. 
TODAY. INTERESTED AGENCIES ADVISED. LHM FOLLOWS. 
AIR MAIL COPIES CHICAGO AND MEMPHIS. 
END. 
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(PERSONAL ATTN: 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
£20, CHICAGO (105-16238) (P) (157-953) (P)WILLIAN SULLIV 


CCMINS IL-SOLC 
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CO: Atlanta ”Y, 
aoe LOUIS JACZSON 
00: Chicago 
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Re Atlanta telephone call to Chicago, 4/16/68. 


Review of Chicago files rezarding JACKSON discloses 
no information reflecting on his moral character or ethics. 


All other pertinent information regarding JACKSON has 
=a previously furnished, 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SUBJECT: JESSE Lov TEicKbon 
RY 


4/2/68, captioned "SANITATION WORKER'S STRIKE, ME iSPHIS, 
TENKESSEF, Ril, OO: MEMPHIS." 


(11) ecries of an LHM captioned us above and dated 
4/11/68. 


Fnclosed for Memphis are steven (7) copies 
of an LIM of which three (3) are for discseinination to 
loca) agencies. Also included for Memphis are four (4) 
copies of LH! dated 3/7/68, captioned “OPERATION 
BEEADBASKET, RM", which contains information concerning *° 
JACVSON 'S activities in Greenville, South Carolina. 


Enclosed herewith for Atlanta are three (3) 
copies of an LH; Jacksor, two (2) copies; Philadelphia, 


tvp (2) coples: WFO, three (3), copies. 
pts ; ‘ 
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(1-157-OPERATION BREADBASKET) 
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For the information of Bureau and 
Memphis, Chicago files contain no subversive 
information concerning JESSE JACKSON. 
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FEDERAI, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


219 South Dearborn Street 


Page Piewee MeL Chieago, Illinois 60604 
“| | ae ae ees April 11, 1968 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, ALISO 
KNOWN AS REV, JESSE JACKSON, 
REV. JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, 
REV, JESSE L. JACKSON, 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JESSE 
JACKSON 


Ee 


—— 


Keference is made to MemphiS memorandun 
captioned "Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, Racial 
Matter,’ dated April 2, 1968. 


Jesse Lovis Jackson, born October 8, 1841, 
in Greenville, South Carzdline, is presently the National 
Director of "Operation Breadbasket", fsporsored by_the 
outherr Christian Leadership Conference (S 


Previous to this appointment, Jeckson wes the Northern 
Director, “Operation Breadbasket", SCLC. 


Jackson has led many civil rights demonstra~. 
tions in the Chicago area and had adhered to the non-’° ‘“ 


violent approach of Martin Luther King whi 
se ions. On August 5, iy 
Ce before leaving for a demonstra- 
on ‘in the Belmont-Cragin area of Chicago, told the 
dexmorétrators "If any of you do not believe in the non- 
violence policy, I demand you leave this church right 
now; further, if any of you have knives, fingernail 
files, bottles or guns, I want you to leave them behind 
here in the church. I want an orderly march." 


This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the Federal] Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be dis tributed 


Outside your agency. 
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5 active in SCLC and2tore time Wes 
reporte ve in Congress Of Racial Equality 
(CORE). believed Jackson to be an aggressive 
individual who is of thebeélicfthat Negroes must be 
more aggressive in their fight for equal rights. 
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outh Carolina, advised firikev Jesse 
Jackson, in a speech at the Springfield Baptist 
Church, Greenville, on November 23, 1966, ‘stated he 
is Hiartin Luther King's lieutenant and right-hand man. 
Jackson furtherstated thetcolored feople have no right 
to go to Viet Nam and kill innocent people and then 
come back home and have to live in a Slun area with 
no job guaranteed then. 
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An article in the “Charlotte Observer", 
a Charlotte, North Carolina, major newSpaper, in its 
Jenuary 10, 1968 issue, disclosed that the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson of Chicago will lead boycotts and other 
actions necesSary to carry out "Operation Breadbaske:" 
in Durham, High Point, Winston-Salem, Greerxsboro, 
Charlotte, and other major cities in the State of 
North Carolina. 


RC: Na 


This article further disclosed that Jackson 
said, "I am absolutely convinced that we Negroes 
must go through a period of black power aS a mears 
of collectively participating in the American decision- 
making process.** He said it is expected that 
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“Operation Breadbasket" will have the power to strike 
major industries in 30 or 40 cities across the nation 
Simultaneously with boycotts. 


An article in the ‘West Side Torch", a bi- 
monthly west side Chicago newspaper of the West 
Side Organization, a civil rights group operating 
in that area, dated January 19,1968, - February 2, 
1968, and captioned “Attack Causes, Not Results Of 
Crime, Jackson Tells Daley", disclosed "Reverend 
Jesse L. Jackson issued a stiff challenge to Chicago's 
mayor, Richard J. Daley, to stop reacting to the 
results of crime, but instead to root out the causes; 
to heal a sick Chicago of its racism and militarisa." 
The article discloses that Jackson told ministers and 
businessmen of the black community of his desire 
to debate the mayor on the issues Strangling Chicago‘e 
black porulation. In his statement, Jackson said 
"King Richard, Mayor of Chicago, and his shallow 
henchmen had a Klan meeting in City Hall Thursday 
in reaction to the shooting of Aldermen Depres, 
allegedly shot by two black men. On actual evidence 
the City Council did not know... whether Depres had 
shot himself or not. 


"The sickness of the Council is manifest 
when:: one sees the fast reaction to the consequences 
of crime, but the slow action upon the causes of 
crime. 


3 ta 


: "White Western civilization has been 
built on violence and only requests non-vicknce when 
white lives are in danger. America was born in 
violence by its rage against its British colonial 
masters; America was raised in vidlence with its 
wanton destruction of the Indians; and America was 
inventive in violence in the enslavement of the 
black man to the end of 1967. 
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: Jackson further stated “Crime is when 
policemen patrol the streets of the ghetto, not 

in ‘search of slum landlords or the Real Estate 
Board which perpetuates the black reservation, but 
in search of maimed people on the reservation who 
are the consequences of crime, not the causes of it. 


He continued by stating, “King Richard, 
with your power, you can politically skirt around 
real crime. But in so doing you are as the rulers 
of Israel in the days of Isaiah. Your ears are 
fat, your eyes are heavy, and your heart is cold. 
You hear, but you do not understand. You see, but 
you do not perceive. You gloat in the world's 
richest city, but miss the devastation midst the 
dreary poverty beneath you. You expect the paid 
men on your staff who are controlled by your pa- 
tronage and who are sSubjectively afraid of you to 
give you, an objective appraisal of ghetto life in 
Chicago. : 


Jackson concluded his statement by sSay- __ 
ing, “Come on, King Richard, hold another Council 
mecting where the other side can be presented.... 

For the military Suppression represented by your 

bluecoats on folicemen will not control the tide of 

history. i 
, Re. 

‘When you are ready to see the real crime, 
you will fear the moral, physical and financial 
destruction of yourcity that is epparent to all who 
want to see. Then you must act courageously to 
confront that crime and to meet with free men to 
seek a free city. You may even ask, "How long will 
the violence and disruption last?' 


"Yes, crime will continue until it is 
met head on with massive repentance, or turning 
about, from the old ways, to just ways with creative 
programs to thwart the drive toward doom. 
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"Your minimal response would at least 
place public funds in the black banks and savings 
and loan associations. Black people pay taxes too 
and deserve the creative use of our public funds 
to develop our economy. This is a first step along 
the way of developing many creative and constructive 
programs to overcome the evils of Chicago's racism 
now keeping our city divided." 


An article in the'Chicago Defender", a 
Chicago weekly newSpaper, circulated primarily in 
the Chicago Negro community, captioned "Militants 
vs. Riot Report” and dated March 4, 1968, disclosed 
the results of an interview with the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson concerning the report of the President's 
Commission on Civil Disorders. 


eC Concerning the report, Jackson stated, 
"The systematic plague of racism in American society 
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has- not been documented by the Rjot report - it 
has merely been publicly substantiated. And the 
prodlem iS an accumulation, not of 21 years, but 
of nearly three and one-half centuries of white 
domination. But saying Uo right by black, brown 
and poor people’ in 250,000 words will not put 
One program into operational capacity." 


The article related that “Jackson, at 
last weekendS Operation Breadbasiet meeting, said, 
"the police forces in this country have called for 
open Slaughter of black people. We've already 
been marked,‘ Jeckson added." 

Jackson, in this news item, referred 
to the Commission's solutions -&5 mere"“efforts," 
and stated “The hore is that we will, as a nation, 
act to free black people anc poor people in this 
nation from paralysis of analysis. Ve must control 
the ghettos in which we, we are confined - militarily, 
monetarily, educationally and politically. I repeat, 
this report is important only because ua white 
Commission is Saying it. A thousand black speakers’ 
words are validated by this report." 


On March 5, 1968 


press conterence was held on 
that date a ne Oifice of the American Friends 
Service Committee, 3523 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Chicago, Illinois, which is also the headquarters 

for the Washington Spring Project in Chicago. This 
press conference was held by the Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
National Director of Operation Breadbasket, which is 
an economic program to improve the lot of the Negro, 
Sponsored by the SCLC. At this press conference, . 
Reverend Jackson announced five demands which will be 
, included in a list to be presented to the Congress of 
the United States in Washington, D.C., beginning 
April 22, 1968, in connection with the Vashington 
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The five demands were: 
A guaranteed annual income. 
Adequate jobs for the unemployed. 


A decent minimum wage standard for 
all people. 


Adequate housing for the poor. 


Repeal of house bill 12080 which 
provides that the prorortion of 
welfare recipients cannot exceed 
the proportion that were receiving 
aid in January, 1967. 
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- Character RACIAL MATTER 


Reference is made to letterhead 
3 Sa ™ Special Agent 
b7c lated and captioned 
aS above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
ere concealed in referenced comrunication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 1] copies of a LAM 
dated and captioned as above. One copy each has been 
furnished to the U.S. Attorney, Chicago, U.S. Secret Service, 
Chicago, and Region I, 113th MI Group, Evanston, Illinois. 

In addition, information copies have been furnished to 
Atlanta and WFO in view of their interest in the contents 
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Enclosed LHM is classified confi¥ential to protect 
the sources utilized therein as the unautHorized disclosure 
of this information could result in the identification of 
these sources and compromise their future effectiveness. 
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AT COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA. Will verify JACKSON‘s 
birth through records OI Bureau Or Vital Statistics and 
conduct indices search regarding parents if identified. 


AT GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. Will review records 
of Local Selective Service Board covering Greenville for 3+ ‘a: 
current status of JACKSON and for any information of military 
service. 
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Reference is made to Chicago memorandum dated April ll, 
1968, captioned as above. 


I. BACKGROUND | 


A. Birth Data 
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b7D B. Residence 


C. Employment 


Coupe 
(AGO Ope) 28a 1D 
civil righ Sense ——? it Inf YRRAT ON CONTAINED : 
HEREIN IS UaSLASSIFIED oo 
DATE3-19-99 _ BY¢ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions , a 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is the property of 3 

the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not : 
to be distributed outside your agency. ee 


’ 
t 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


D. Photograph 


A current photograph of Jackson is available. 


E. Maké and Model Automobile Used 


On June 44, 1968, a review of the records of the 


Tllinois Sears of State, Division o otor Vehicles dis- 
closed tha 


F. Close Associates 
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G. Credit and Arrest Records 
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On June 21, 1968, the records of the Bureau of 
Records and Communications, Chicago Police Departeent, were 
caused to be reviewed and no arrest record was located for 
Jackson. dy 


une 21, 1968, the records a 
h7)) ere reviewed and no information iden able 


at located. 


CONNECTIONS WITH SCLC AND 
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‘On December 20, 1966) 


arolina, advisec | reverend Jesse Jackson, in a speech at the 
Springfield Baptist Church, Greenville, on November 23, 1966, 
stated he was Martin Luther King’s lieutenant and right-hand 
man. Jackson further stated that colored people have no right 

to go to Vietnam and kill innocent people and then come back 
home and have to live in a slum area with no job guaranteed thes. -: 


An article in the “Charlotte Observer", a Charlotte, 
North Carolina, major newspaper, in its January 10, 1968, 
issue, disclosed that the Reverend Jesse Jackson of Chicago 
will lead boycotts andcaher actions necessary to carry out 
Operation Breadbasket in Durham, High Point, Winston-Salen,. 
Greensboro, Charlotte, and other major cities in the e758 
state of North Carolina. This article further disclosed that 
Jackson said, "I am absolutely convinced that we Negroes must 
go through a period of black power as a means of collectively 
participating in the American decision-making process.” He 
said it is expected that Operation Breadbasket will have the 
power to strike major industries in 30 or 40 cities across the 
nation simultaneously with boycotts. ' 


An article in the “Chicago Defender", a Chicago 
newspaper circulated primarily for the consumption of 
Negroes, captioned "Militants vs. Riot Report” and dated 
March 4, 1968, disclosed the results of an interview with the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson concerning the report of the National 
_.Commission on Civil Disorders. Concerning the report, Jackson 
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stated "The systematic plague of racism in American society has 
not been documented by the Riot report - it has merely been 
publicly substantiated. And the problem is an accumulation, 

not of 21 years, but of nearly three and one-half centuries of 
white domination. But saying, do right by black, brown and poor 
people’ ine«250,000 words will not put one prorram into 
operational capacity." / : 


The article related that “Jackson, at last weekend's 
Operation Breadbasket meeting said, ‘the police forces in this 
country have called for open slaughter of black people. We've 
already been marked,” Jackson added. Jackson, in this news 
item, referred to the Commission's solutions as mere “efforts” 
and stated "The hope is that we will, as a nation, act to 
free black people and poor people in this nation from 
paralysis of analysis. We must control the ghettos in which we 
are confined - militarily, monetarily, educationally and 
politically. I repeat, this report is important only because 
a white Commisston is saying it. A thousand black speakers’. 
words are validated by this report." 


On Marct : 
a press conference 
: at date at the office of the American Friends 
Service Committee, 3543 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, which is 
also the headquarters for the Poor Peoples Campaign in 
Chicago, which is sponsored by the SCLC. This press 
conference was held by the Reverend Jesse Jackson, National 
Director of Operation Breadbasket. At this press 
conference, Reverend Jackson announced five demands which will 
be included in a list to be presented to the Congress of the 
United States in Washington, D.C. in the Spring of 1968 
in connection with the Poor Peoples Campaign. The five 


demands were: 


“ CON-EDENPEE 
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A guaranteed annual income. 


Adequate jobs for the unemployed. 


A decent minimum wage standard for all people. 


Adequate housing for the poor. 


Repeal of house bill 12080 which provides 
that the proportion of welfare recipients 
cannot exceed the proportion that were 
receiving aid in January, 1967. 


acterization of (i 
is set forth in‘the appendix section 


: A characterization of the Nation of Islan (NOI) 
is set forth in the appendix section of this memorandus. 
gh dala have furnished reliable information in 
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fforded coverage 


no reports of disturbances 
during or following this meeting. 


An article in “Muhammad Speaks", self-described 
as published weekly by Muhammad's Mosque aumber two, in 
Chicag, dated May 3, 1968, and captioned “Operation Bread- 
basket says: It’s Time For Black Community te Take Control", 
disclosed that Jesse Jackson at the Senate Theatre, stated 
"Now is the time to decide this community is yours." The 
article relates this appearance at the Seuste Theatre was 
a rally in support of the imprisoned west side civil rights 
"fighters" Doug Andrews, Andrew Brown and Edward Crawford. 


Jackson, this news item relates, said Andrevws, 
Brown and Crawford were arrested "not for argon, but because 
they were close to finding a key to those problems." 


This news item states "in calliag for an economic 
takeover of the ghetto community, Jackson said all buildings 
in the area should beosned by black people and srea residents 
should see to it that they control all commerce." : 

3 (ae 

Muhammad's Mosque number two is described fully 

in the attached characterization of NOL. © 


GED 20 wom attended a aie 
r 


field Park Community Organization, a Negro community 


improvement organization, held at the Senate Theatre on 
April 25, 1968. 


CED» pro: inatery 700 or 800 
people were at this meeting and Jesse Jacksons, while 


speaking to the audience, stated "We are goimsg to make 
this a black community and if Abraham Greenberg (and other typi- 

- Jewish names) wants to be part of this black community, 
they will have to pay a tax to the black comenity." The 
source stated Jackson also spoke of the late Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr.'s philosophy of non-violearce. 
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An article in the "West Side Torch”, a bi-monthly 
newspaper of the West Side Organization, a militant Negro 
civil rights organization on the west side of Chicago, | 
dated May 10 - 24, 1968, and captioned "White Violence is 
Real Arsonist of Black Dreams" disclosed the following: 


"Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, National Director 
of SCLC's Operation Breadbasket, was the subject of an 
editorial in the Chicago Sun-Times’on Thursday, April 25. 
The following is Reverend Jackson's response to the 
editorial: 


"An editorial entitled ‘Arson is mot a Civil 
Right® in the Chicago Sun-Times showed that the editorial 
writers did not hear me in my earlier statements regarding 
the arrests of four black men on the charges of arson. 


First, the bail burdens placed upos them are 
extremely excessive. Such excessive bails are unconstitutional 
as well as pre-judgemental of men who have mot been proven 
guilty in a court of law. Until such time, I was taught, that 
men are innocent until proven guilty. 


Second, the creation of the congested west side . 
is a process of violence daily destroying black people. *‘"° 
Confined to overcrowded, delapidated housing, black people 
suffer the violence of slum landlords. Contained by low 


paying employment or no employment, black people experience 
the violence of facist employers. 


Contaminated by bad meat and produce in west 
side stores, black people are victims of the wiolence per- 
petuated by store owners and managers who use the ghetto 
as their dumping grounds for rotten meats and low quality 
products. 


Crammed into grossly overcrowded schools, black 
youth know the violence destroying their spirits and hopes 
for a fulfilled future. Violence is the daily reality in 
the lives of black people who suffer at the haads of America's 
racisn. 
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Third, I condemn riots, but I do not condemn 


rioters for only God has that perogative. White America 


has not yet understood with all her violence toward the 
black man that a person treated abnormally often does not 
respond to society except with abnormal behavior. Too 
often many people forget that Jesus said that truth too 
long hidden and justice denied would make the “rocks cry 
out."" I hear the rocks crying out. 


’ Fourth, the fires of the ghetto would not burn 
in suburbia only because the fuel for such fires is not in 
suburbia. It is dangerous to have a community with no 
self-interest. The West Side is a prime example where the 
black self is destroyed by the violence of racism, and the 
interest of the community resides in outside control. When 
will America learn that it is dangerous to build a society 
upon the shoulders of people whose stomachs are cramped. 


Fifth, you say let the facts come out in court 
before the judgement. But ministers have had a difficult 
time seeing the men at the jail. Though it is the right of 
the minister to see the accused, their right curtailed is a 
judgement prior to the court. 

: las 

Sixth, “close to finding the key" simply meant that 
Doug Andrews is a strong advocate of sending white-absentee 
politicians, landlords and controllers of urban renewal out 
of the black community. These absentee forces represent the 
real arsonists of human personality and of the freedom of 
black people." 


An article in the "New Crusader", a weekly news- 
paper published on the south side of Chicago, and circulated 
primarily among the Negro community dated April 27, 1968, and 
captioned "Breadbasket Beater Vows Non-Violence" disc losed 
that Jesse Jackson, in his first Chicago press conference > 
since the funeral of Dr. Martin lather King, Jr., said"the 
ministers of Chicago's Operation Breadbasket have vowed to 
continue the struggle in Chicago in particular and in the 
mation in general.” The news item states Jackson said 
"ZT have vowed to remain in my present position in the SCLC 
as National Director of Operation Breadbasket. I have vowed 
second to continue to preach the philosophy of non-violence . 
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recognizing that it is the antidote, perhaps the only cure, 
in a world of violence. And thirdly, I have vowed to follow 
the leadership of Dr. Ralph Abernathy, SCLC's new president.” 


Jackson, the news item disclosed, further stated 
"locally we shall continue in our struggle to take over the 
black ghetto economically and to control the subjects and 
the money. We shall also control the ghetto politically. We 
shall strive to materialize the black economy, that is, to 
have black people moving around this nation simultaneously 
and cdilectively upon major industries. We shall continue the 
Poor Peoples Campaign in Washington, D. C. this spring." 


. The late Martin Luther King, Jr., President of 
SCLC, announced publically in the fall of 1967 he would 
conduct a massive civil disobedience campaign in Washington, 
D. C. in the spring of 1968. This campaign would represent 
an effort to pressure Congress into passing legislation 
favorable to the Negro. King named this program the Poor 
Peoples Campaign. (PPC). 3 


An article in the "Chicago Defender”, a weekly 
newspaper circulated primarily in the Negro community, dated 
May 9, 1968, and captioned “Poor Marchers Get Big Send Off", 
disclosed 400 people left from Chicago and Washington, D.'C. 
On May 8, 1968, to participate in the PPC in Washington D. C. 
The article relates 2,000 people attended a rally at the 
Liberty Baptist Church which was held as a “send off rally" 
for the 400 people going to Washington. This news article 
states the Reverend Jesse L. Jackson attended this rally 
and spoke to the audience. Jesse Jackson is the Directo 
of a local PPC organizing effort. 


An article in the "Chicago Tribune" dated May 22, 
2068, and captioned “Share the Pain Set as a Goal of the 
Poor March" disclosed on May 21, 1968, at Washington, D. C. 
Jackson vowed to "redistribute" the pain in the nation's — 
capitol. Jackson said “someone else in this city will have 
to suffer pain other than the poor people." This news item — 
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states Jackson also spoke of "escalating civil disobedience 
to higher levels." 


The article disclosed that Jackson readied several 
hundred poor people for a march on the Capitol with singing 
and sermonizing. Jackson told the people we can't act like 
that man On Pennsylvania Avenue (the President)who when he 
gets mad at people starts bombing everybody. The article 
relates Jackson spoke of moderation and spoke of a movement 
of “massive black glorification" and black economic and 
political power. Jackson further states, this nevus item 
states,"black skin assures nO monopoly on virtue, and 
integrity, honesty, decency and cleanliness still must be 
goals no matter how black we get.” 


An article in the "Chicago American", a major 
Chicago daily newspaper, dated May 24, 1968, and captioned 
"Poor In Capitol Singing, First Arrest Made", disclosed 
twelve adults and six juveniles were arrested in Washington, 
D. C. on May 23, 1968, for singing and kneeling at a Capitol 
Hill demonstration outside a warehouse. The persons arrested 
were released without bond in the custody of a campaign official. 
The article further relates Jackson, concerning the above 
incident, stated "We are not quite ready to up the movement 
of mass arrest. “ Jackson, when he arrived on the scene after. 
two vans were loaded with arrestees, with five vans waiting, 
pursuaded the police to stop by promising that all the 
remaining demonstrators would leave. This article further 
discloses Jackson, in an interview by reporters, said he 
told the police "If you arrest these, you will have 3,000 

more to deal with." | 


- Resurrection City is the name of the temporary 
quarters in Washington, D. C. in which the participants of 
the PPC are sheltered. : | 


-12- 


=» JESSE_JQUIS JACKSON ~ — 


| An article in the "Chicago Sun-Times, a 
major Chicago daily newspaper | dated June 3, 1968, and 
captioned "Poor People's Protests Slated" disclosed the 
Reverend Andrew Young, an executive Vice President of the 
SCLC, announced the Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson has been 
replaced as the manager of Resurrection City by Hosea 
Williams, a "veteran southern civil rights worker,” and 
that Jackson was sent to participate in civil rights 
work in his home city of Chicago. The article relates 


the Reverend Andrew — stated that Jackson had not 
been demoted. 


An article in the "Chicago Daily News", 
a major Chicago daily newspaper, dated June 4,1968, and 
captioned" Jackson's New Roll Tied to lunch Tab", disclosed 
the Reverend Jesse Jackson was reassigned to duty in Chicago, 
by SCLC because of an unpaid lunch tab of $292.66. The 
article states, the Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, President 
of SCLC, reportedly was displeased when Jackson sent 150 
marchers to lunch at the Agriculture Department's cafeteria, 
ran up the $292.66 tab and then:refused to pay. The article 
further related "Mr. Jackson said the bill would be compared 
with the amount the country owed the poor to see who really 
owned whom." However, less than 24 hours later Mr. Abernathy 
appeared with cash to settle the account. United States 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark was reported to have threatened 
to prosecute Mr. Jackson unless the bill was paid promptly. 
The article further disclosed Hosea Williams, 42, and old 
stand-by in the organization, replaced Jesse Jackson. 
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CORE is a militant Negro civil rights organization. 
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


obtained from 


Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes . 
Complexion 
Characteristics 


Parents 


The ) son was 
above: 


Jesse Louis Jackson 
Negro 

Male 

October 8, 1941] 
Greenville, South 
Carolina 


3 ia 


6*i" 

220 pounds 

Black 

Brown 

Dark 

Wears mustache 

ae ——————— 
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‘Mother - Helep_ 
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One copy of this memorandum is being 
designated to the United States Attorney, and the 
United States Secret Service, both Chicago, and 


Region I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, Evanston, 
Illinois. 4 | 
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NATION OF YSLAM, Formerly referred to 
as the Muslim Cult of Islam, alsc ‘nown 
as Muhamand‘s Temples of Islam 


2 APPENDIX 


In January, 1957, a source advised ELIJAH MUHAMMAD has 
described nis organization on a nationwide basis as the "Nation 
of Islam" and “Muhammad's Temples of Islan." 


‘eel al i 


On May 5, 1967, a secaqnd source advised ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 
is the national leader of the Nation of Islam(NOI); Muhammad's 
Temple of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in aid-1960 
MUHAMMAD and other NOI officials, when referring to MUHAMMAD's 
organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using either “Mosque” 
or "Temple" when mentioning one of “Muhammad's Teuples of Islan.” 


The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was originally 
organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. MUHAMMAD claims to have 
been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to lead the so-called 
Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness of North America by 
establishing an independent black nation in the United States, 
Members following MUHAMMAD's teachings and his interpretation of 
the "Koran" believe there is no such thing as a Negro; that the 
so-called Negroes are slaves of the white race, referred to as 
“white devils,” in the United States; and that the white race, 
because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes, must and 
will be destroyed in the approaching "War of Armageddon." 


can r a ; re OE. “ 
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In the past, officials and members of the NOI, including 
MUHAYMAD, have refused to register under the provisions of the; ‘a: 
Selective Service Acts and have declared that members owe no 
allegiance to the United States. 


On May 5,1958, the first source advised MUHAMMAD had, 
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements 
and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles of 
his organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by the 
United States government; however, he did not indicate any 
fundamental changes in the teachings of his organization. 


On May 2, 1966, a third source advised MUHAMMAD had, 
early in July, 1958,decided to de-emphasize the religious aspects 
of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic benefits to 
be derived -by those Negroes who joined the NOI. This policy 
change, according to MUHAMMAD, would help him acquire addstionas 
followers -and create more interest in his programs. 
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Chicago, Illinois 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference is made to letterhead 
memorandum dated and captioned 
as above at Chicago. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the pest. 


& 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusicas ef the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents cre asé fo be distributed outside 
your egency. 


* — 


FD-376 (Rev, 8- 1-66) { 


} 


FE age ee 
UNI1..0 STATES DEPARTMENT OF J&..2CE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATO@OR 


In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 
File Ne. CG 175-953 
Director 
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury UL 2 Bée 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


pear be “CONFIBENTIAL 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concemsmg Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. [_) Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government efiieial or employee, 
including foreign government officials residing in or planning aw imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. : 


2. [_) Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against ang public official by other 
than legal means. 


3. (%) Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been mieatified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active geestigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. 8S. 


4. (_) U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countzies in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 


5. [[) Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet ane er more of the following - 
criteria: 


(a) [_) Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable msidence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavicr- 

(b) (_) Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment, 

(c) [_] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or condurt er statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy tewanl good order 
and government. 


6. [_] Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph [_} has been furnished enclosed [_] is not available 
[_] may be available through 


Very truly gears, 


| Renee 
me 415799 
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1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
__U. S. Secret Service 
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on leadership and the CT. 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, na- | management. : 
tional @irector of “Operation | | CTA executives “are - 
ted only in profits and 
ones who make all the de- °, 
cisions,” the Rev. Mr. Jackson | 
charged. 
CTA officials were not im- 
mediately available for com- — 
adie. | CHICAGO SUN TIMES 
The Rev. Mr. Jackson , 
as that until the unigh | ___—s- CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


ge 


fecognizes the demands of | s ia’ 
iidcat strikers—and J | 
ij, union president, 
es them—‘‘these drivers sim- . Bs 
ply eral drive the buses.” "| Cate: 7-6- 
Ca:twa: FOUR STAR FINAL 
ot AS a a we're gO- . , Avtho¥ RAPCIS WD 
Edstor: EMMETT DEMON 


—_—— | Title: 


© 
JESSE JACKSON. 


Cherectet: 
or 157-953 


Ciessiticetiou: 


Submitting Ottice: CHT CACO _ 


15 7- a 


4 


Pes 
» GI 


+ 

‘ 

riage ts 
. 


i 


; 
i 


E 
a 


i 


otra 


BACe ines York Cr00140 194) 
Charlotte (Enclosure) © 
WFO (Enclosure) 
Chicago 
Atlanta (100-8718) . 


Froa:, Director, FBI (100-438794) _ 


VY | COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
| GOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP -. 


a at ae 


‘ReNVairte} 7/6/68, omen nay iseiits and nels. 


One copy each of referenced airtel is enclosed 
for ¥FO and Charlotte. 


3 Recipient offices should furnish to the as eo 
ee inforrmation in their files bearing on this situatiog. on re 
Selected informants in s position to have information about  . 
this matter should be canvassed with the utaost discretion " 
to ascertain if they have any information to substantiate -- 
the allegations. Any discussioca with sources should be 
on general terms. . ses ‘ ‘ 


The adie of Siastiiiien this iii: 
from other than the sensitive source involved is erideat 
from the information contained in referenced airtel. .. oe 
, Furnish the results of your contacts and file slit onl to ee 


the Bureau ‘promptly. fe ee ee, Dap ie 


It te ssaasiiiaad that the | pource of this {aforme- a 
tion wale ge oe ie the in Soe see eo cg 7 SS 
So subsequently develo poin ere prosecutive steps the ae 
ere undertaken. Severtheless, ell offices should bear fim --:“*' 


, ae se ie 


Ar 157-6760 (Jesse Louis a 415776! 57- 162 


SEB NOTE AR ARAHON CONTAINED 


; FSSIFIED 
DUPLICATE. YELLOW * Sa GAT] Dok 
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Airtel to SAC, New York 
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
_ —~_=fJOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFEREN 


100-4387 94 


_ mind: possible violations of the Interstate Transportation im . . 
“Aid of Racketeering - Bribery and Extortion Statute. As rs: : 

are aware, in the event of interstate travel or the use ae 
an interstate facility, accompanied by coercion, threats or — 
with intent to commit the crine of bribery, a prima facie 
case under this statute would be indicated. Consideration _ 
should also be given to the possible application of the Anti _. 
Racketeering statute, the regular extortion statute as well... 
as other possible federal violations. =. . . . . 3 
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OPERATION BREADBASKET -RM— OO: ATLANTA 
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REVEREND JESSE 


JACKE: , NATIONAL DIRECTOR, OPERATION BREADBASKET, 
esq --FURWiSrZD TEXT TO LOCAL NEWS MEDIA INSTANT DATE OF 
"ry LETTER FROM JACKSON TO CHICAGO MAYOR RICHARD J. DALEY 
| ASKI3G DALEY 10 REMOVE ALL WHITE POLICENEN, FIREMEN, 
AND OTKER CITY EMPLOYEES FROM NEGRO COMMUNITIES "TO INSURE 
‘THEI. -2RSONAL SAFETY". LETTER STATED ” CHICAGO IS 
“RINK OF A VOLCANIC ERUPTION. TIME IS SHORT AND TIME WILL NOT 
uS THE PRIVILEGE TO WEIGH ALL THE ALTERNATIVES. 
REMOVE THE WHITE POLICEMEN FROM THE BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS 


BOW TO 1.:cLA- THEIR PERSONAL SAFETY AND TO INSURE BLACK PEOPLES” 


COLLECTIVE SZCURITY." | ALL INFORMATION 
| ce " HEREC CONTAINED 


Evie ne fs 3 
f a ae 


PAGE TiC 


LETTER REFERRED TO RECENT DISTURBANCES IN CLEVELAND, 
OHz0 n.D GARY, INDIANA, AND DESCRIBED THOSE CITIES AS 
" CINDERS OF OPPRESSION”. LETTER STATED “ THESE CINDERS 
STEM NOT FROM THE FIRES OF WATTS TO THE PRESENT, BUT FROM 
CENTURIES OF HUMAN RUINS DEVASTED By THE FUEL OF POVERTY 
AND CONFINED TO THE FURNACE OF RACISM.” 

OPERATION BREADBASKET IS ECONOMIC ARM OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC). 


ADMINISTRATIVE : 


REMYTEL JULY TWENTY SIX LAST TAPTIONED, “COMINFIL 


SCLZ; OPERATION BREADBASKET.” SOURCE — Se b7c 
Sennen CHICAGO FOLLowING. sources ( 67D 


GP?) 4902) 
ASSSG sd. MILITARY ADVISED. Ltt FOLLOWS WI TH Sarees LOCALLY 


TO US: AND SICRET SERVICE, AM COPY TO ATLANTA. a 
CORRECT-FEYE-SHOULD-—BE—454PM | : 
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Progress 


by Claude Lewis 


% The route he follows ts economic 
Ee: well as Spiritual...the goals are 
| = to produce as well as consume... 
knd to affirm the common faith and 


1 integrity of black -,.. 


eo) 


©) Tolson —— 


DeLoach 
> aa - Mohr — 
, A: 3ishop. 


Gumaningt Sasper — 


“Jesus would oo been shot real fast # he -o)) chan 
was around today. They’d have shot him because ~onrad 
he wasn’t about to shave. You know he wasn’t Fe}; 
going to give up his sandals, and I believe he Goje 
would still be preaching on the mountainsides, Rosen 
and he would have continued to call all of us Sullivan 
God’s children.” Tavel 

The husky, handsome, sober speaker looks Trotter 
directly at his audience and seldom if ever cracks Tele. Room 
the practiced ministerial smile as the long strong tiolmes 
fingers on his hands emphasize even more the Gandy —— 
meaning of his words. 

It’s 8 a.m. on a Saturday morning in Chicago's 
Parkway Ballroom. It’s the Reverend Jesse Jack- 


son’s church service and it includes a 12-piece 


band “‘to get the people thinking.” And, depend- 
ing on the Saturday morning, you might see Sidney 
Poitier, Bill Cosby, Robert Culp, Nancy Wilson, 
Howard Thurman, France Nuyen or Marion 
Logan seated among the audience. But mostly 
you see “‘the people” — mothers holding their babies, 
young children sitting quietly next to their fathers, 
nuns, teachers, a smattering of white people. 
They’re all there, the poor, the prophets, the pimps, 
the promoters and the producers, and they’re 
listening to hear the words from Jesse Jackson, the 
26 year old minister chosen by the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., to be national director of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference eco- 
nomic project, —— Breadbasket. id ee 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) —.__ 

The Sunday Star (Washington) ——___ 

Daily News (New York) 


ALL INFC? Se Si Se NTAINED News (New York) —______ 


rece York Post 
y ele ep The New York Times 

he Sun (Baltimore) 

‘he Worker 

The New Leader 

Vol) The Wall Street Jouza) —___ 

The National Observer a 

People’s Worid — 


pac __ duis 3908 7 


“TMESDAY" The Monthly 
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vislonse represents little more than wasted energy. 

| *t thrive on boycotting a Compury— 
“Cine lie niche to wit earl iarsaaak 
to condescend and await rejection or the degree 
of acceptance. To negotiate is to admit that both 
partics have a base of power on a common ground.” 
Yet, while he doesn’t thrive on it, he won't hesitate 


ones | am what I am and I am proud.” 
“We gek not the privilege to integrate, but rather 

the power te negotiate.” 7 
ree ow tg a 

Kingdom other than subjects.” : 

“David sought not a church bul e  liaieals Go 

bake the lend then make the decisions. I know my Father's 


P ; f ‘\ \ 


iu 


A 
te 


ABE 


} 


house from the hog trough.” 


And while he preaches he asks for response: 
“We black peoole ought to reappraise our relation- 
ship to American white people and redefine our 
relationship with our colored brothers elsewhere... 
Can I get a witness?” And the entire congregation 
becomes his witness with resounding “Yes brother” 
and “Tell it like it is.” 


The efforts of Jesse Jackson in working with, 


more than 100 Protestant and Roman Catholic 
clergymen has brought more than hope to Chicago’s 
blacks. Specifically, it has brought jobs and $15 
million dollars in additional income to them. But 
it didn’t happen over night—it happened only 
after non-violent, yet suggestive boycotting was 
used against specific companies who did not hire 
blacks and would not hire blacks in the black com- 
munity. 

The pattern for this nationwide black eco- 
nomic revolution was set over the last two and 
one half years in Chicago. Its high rate of effective- 
ness indicates that suggestive boycotting may soon 
become a widespread technique in the burgeoning 
ledger of the black man’s quest for equality. 

“To have the symbols of freedom and no power is 
to be denied the substance of freedom.” 

Jesse Jackson is a man of deep but practical 
religion and an intellectual who believes that 


—_—_—_—_—_—! 
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to implement it against the companies who refuse 
to hire blacks in numbers commensurate with their 
overall buying power and who refuse to do busi- 
ness with black-owned companies—“Negro busi- 
ness cannot grow because it only divides poverty 
among its own. We must do business inside and 
outside the community.” 

An agreement like the one signed in Chicago 
more than a year ago with the Great Atlantic and 


_ Pacific Tea Company has dramatically changed 
__ the unemployment record among black Chicagoans, 


which Jackson points out is more than two per cent 
higher than the national black unemployment rate. 

After several weeks of negotiations with the 
A&P last year, a policy was drawn up promising 
770 additional and upgraded jobs for blacks in- 
cluding the appointment of 20 store managers and 
an equal number of assistant managers. 

Telling about his success with A&P, Jackson 


| explained that the top-level food chain merely 
’ “eontracted to do Topay, what it should have done 


yesterday.” He predicts that if the year-old policy 


+ is carried out with continued honesty and determi- 


nation, “‘the A&P will cease to be the man’s, store 
and will become our store.” 

Referring to America’s 24 million blacks, Jack- 
son insists that “‘we live under colonialism because 
people who don’t live in our community own 
everything in it. Black people must participate in 
| the control of their own community.” Bread- 
basket’s slogan, “KEEP A SLICE IN YOUR COMMUNITY,” 


| $s another way this view is stated. 
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— ing of the time prior to Operation Bread- 
basket, -says: “I noticed a weakness in 
our approach of just getting jobs. All we were | 
doing with our power leverage was to make the 
companies hire more black people and all that, 
was being accomplished was to make more con- 
sumers. What was needed was to find a way to 
create black capital.” 

It seems that he found that way and found it 
well—so well that.the late Dr. King often said of 
Jesse Jackson: “‘We came to the realization that 
Jesse was the man to run Operation Breadbasket, 
but we had no idea what a good job he would do.” 

_ The other ministers involved in Operation 
Breadbasket continue to bargain for jobs, upgrades 
and manageria¥ training programs, and under 

_ Jackson’s direction they are demanding and re- 
ceiving new and far-reaching agreements. 

Secured agreeinents have been attained with 
major companies to stock and merchandise food 
products manufactured by black-owned companies. 
Black contractors have been selected to construct 
and renovate stores, and black financial coin- 
panies have been selected to handle financing. 

ajor Companies now contract for black scavenger, 


terminator and janitorial service companies. 
To date, Breadbasket contracts have provided 
| . (Conti | 
REVEREND JESSE JACKSON: 
PASSAGE TO PROGRESS (Ceatiausd) 


slightly over $,000 real and meaningful jobs for 
black Americans in Chicago. Jackson is scéting his 
sights from one end of the nation to the other. He 
believes that the current $,000 figure cam easily 
be ‘multiplied many times over. 

As a result of Jackson's philosophy, P. Lexillard 
Co., for the first time, recently appointed the black 
law firm of Stratford, LaFontant, Gibson, Fisker & - 
Corrigan for some domestic and international 
assignments, appointed Vince Cullers Ageary in 
“* Breadbas Chicago to handle some advertising assiguments, 

Br : ket and selected the North Carolina Mutual Life 

Insurance Co, a Negro insurance company & 

teaches_ Negroes enderwrie » 33,0000 pup inaric: pay 

* businessmen are : Opera- 

the business Way) son Breadbasket to use the black-oriented banks 
and savings and loan associations. 

to better Two years ago, the Seaway Nationa! Bask in 
| Chicago had total resources of only §7.4 milion. 
themselves ...?’ | The Independence Bank had resources of shout 

$6 million. In a single year, the figures ror t 
Seer nate 00a Ged Gs teat 


, ; ( 
== -£'We are not hegging for something for nething 
->wefust want people to treat us as they test 
everyone else. We afe merely seeking opportunities 
to grow and to develop our abilitics and skills.” 

“Black men were never permitted to do what they 
were capable of doing — they were only given permission 
to de ceriatn sobs.” 

Operation Breadbasket is determined to move 
carefully. As one Breadbasket staffer points out: 
“We do not want to build an organization or 
movement that will profit businessmen at the 
expense of the masses — there is a need to strengthen 
both producer and consumer, and organize them.” 

Getting a big boost from Operation Bread- 
basket is the black-owned, Chicago based com- 
pany, Conway Soap Products. 

Mrs. Helen Conway Forest, whose family 
owns the company, notes that “Breadbasket teaches 
Negroes the business way to better themselves. 
That organization helped us tremendously and in 
addition it is teaching housewives how to economize 


and how to handle their income to their best 


advantage.” 

Breadbasket is equally interested in exploding 
the myth that all black people are poor. It’s a 
fact, according to the organization, that black 

; have an annual income larger than that 
Yelle Canada ad are ricer alee than al 

mations in the world, save nine Yet what 
remains is to harness and organize this vast eco- 
nomic power. 

Even at the tender age of 26, it becomes clear 
that Jesse Jackson is most likely to emerge as the 


nation’s chief proponent of non-violent protest. 


He moves his audience, he excites them, be pushes 


_' them. 


Speaking through a bullhorn in the third 
floor hearing room of the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee in the Rayburn 
House Office Building in Washington two months 


ackson a. “We blacks have been 
am J * “(Continued on pege 36) 
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the nation’s lsberers—her waiters. Our_women 
have raised her presidents on their knees. We 
made cotton king. We have built the highways; 
we have died im wartime fighting people we were 
not even mad at. America worked us for 350 years 
without paying as. Now we deserve a job or an. 
income.” 

“Stay on the case,” a black woman shouted. 

“Tell it Mie it is brother,” an old black man 
yelled out. 

Chak Soviet itn talent boy cocks srenel deenilion 
that she had a be led out of the pale green 
chambers, beariag witness to the fact of Jackson's 


_ soul as well as bis gociology. 


To be sure, Jesse Jackson is not a Martin 
Luther King Js. sor does he attempt to be. He 
seldom shows dhe warmth of King and finds it 
difficult as well as unnecessary to smile in public. 

Jackson stuxfied at Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary and com*banes his religious training with cur- 
rent trends. He m aot interested in having Opera- 
tion Breadbashet become the black man’s exclu- 
sive property, and en this subject he is clearly vocal. 
Two of his most trusted advisors are white men— 
Dr. Allen Prieches, professor of social ethics at 
the University ef Chicago, and David Wallace, a 
University of Chicago graduate student who turned 
down the oppartemity to earn his doctorate degree 
from Cambridge, ts help develop Breadbasket. 

Jesse Louis Jackson was born in Gréchville, 
South Carolina, the eldest of two sons. His parents 


are Mr. and Mrs. Charlies Henry Jackson. 


His mother, Mrs. Helen Jackson recalls that 
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theatre, drive-in restaurant and sie: He also 
was a Boy Scout. 


Gilad WH ichost evade ead 0 rong tebe 


«is. Delped him get into cqllege. The University . 


of Illinois offered him a football scholarship and 
ne accepted. Lates, he transferred to North Caro- 
tune Agricultural and Technical College in Greens- 
boro, a predominantly black school. 

In describing his reasons for transferring, Jack- 
son succinctly sums it up saying, “social immo- 
bility.” 

Jackson played quarterback at North Carokma 


‘College. It was here that he was elected to be 


president of the student body. Following his time 
here, he left to study at the Chicago Theological 
Seminary and was awarded a grant by the Rocke- 
feller Fund for Theological Education. 

Jackson discusses history, psychology, religsom 
and many other subjects with great case. His 
followers say that what they like most about him 
is that he can tel] any man, black or white, pre- 
ciscly what he has on his incisive mind. He’s quick 
as a cat as seen in his verbal encounters with panel 
guests on any number of television shows. 


“We ain’t scratching when we don’t itch mo, 


suc, and we ain’t laughing no more when nothin's 
funny,” Jackson insists. 
Jackson’s wife Jacqueline is a bright and 


attractive young woman. Their three children are © 


Sanitia, age 5; Jesse Jr., $, and Jonathan Luther, 
one year old, who was named for the late Dr. King. 
While Operation Breadbasket is primarily, 
though not entirely, an economic program, it has a 
spiritual dimension that is well defined. | 
— ~ ~ 


According to Jackson, black individuals must 
learn to love themselves adequately and un- 
ashamedly in order to love others properly. 

“Every black man,’ woman and child must 
recognize and assert his worth and confidence, his 


"pride and his humility.” Hence: “I am what I am 


and I am proud.” 

“Once this ‘personhood’ is established, ‘people- 
hood’ comes next and ‘peopichood’ is made up of 
persons of integrity who accept a collective identity, 
a common faith and destiny — people who develop 
a@ common political philosophy and begin to buy 
and sell with in-group priority.” 

Jackson chose to establish his church on Sat- 
urday morning, rather than Sunday morning, to 
emphasize its special economic message. Attend- 
ance at the Saturday meetings has increased at a 
steady rate. The church meeting place was initially 
established at Reverend Clay Evans’ church, and 


subsequently was moved to the Theological Semi; ¢ “e 


mary to accommodate the increased audience, from 


there it moved to its present location in the Park- , 


way Ballroom. 
Saturday mornings at the Parkway Ballroom 


are filled with messages, hymns and sermons; and 


standing not in a pulpit, but right in front of the 
producers, the promoters, the prophets and the 
pimps, is the intensely serious Jesse Jackson saying: 

“We've got to keep on pushing—I’m con- 


stantly reminded of Martin’s favorite prayer that 


goes like this: ‘Lord, we ain’t what we ought to 
be, and we ain’t what we want to be, we ain’t what 
we gonna be, but thank God, we ain’t what we 
was.” ; 
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Date: 8/1/68 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, CHICAGO 


OPERATION BREADBASKET 
RM 


OO: ATLANTA 
CG 157-2520 


JESSE LOUI 
Ri 
00: CHICAGO 

CG 157-953 (P) 


rg 


Re Chicago teletype to the Bureau dated 
7/31/68. 


cas eee 


Enclosed for the Bureau are ll copies of pes 
‘a Letterhead Memorandum dated and captioned as above. , 
\One copy each has been furnished to the United States 
\Attorney, Chicago, United States Secret Service, Chicago, 
'and Region I, 113th MI Group, Evanston, Illinois. 


— The confidential source 
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UN..ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago, Illinois 


Co August 1, 1968 


CG 157-953 


ad 


OPERATION BREADBASKET 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


on July 3l, » that Reverend 


Breadbasket, Chicago, Illinois, furnished the text 
to local news media on that date of a letter from 
Jackson to Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley, asking 
Daley to remove all white policemen, firemen and 
other city employees from the Negro communities 
“to insure their personal safety". The letter 
stated "Chicago is on the brink of a volcanic 
eruption. Time is short and time will not allow 
us the privilege toweighall the alternatives. 
Remove the white policemen from the black neighbor- 
hoods now to insure their personal safety and to 
insure black peoples' collective security." 


es- > ca ee -_ OME gm LTTE a TT 


- ao 


The letter referred to recent disturbances, ..- 
which occurred in Cleveland, Ohio, and Gary, Indiana, 
and described those cities as “cinders of oppression". 
The letter stated "These cinders stem not from the 
fires of Watts to the present, but from centuries of 
human ruins devastated by the fuel of poverty and 
confined to the furnace of racism." 


: 
: 
7 
| 


Operation Breadbasket is the economic 
arm of the SouthernChristian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) 


415766 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
“FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
ry not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Re: OPERATION BREADBASKET 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


A copy of this communication is being 
furnished to the United States Attorney, Chicago, 
United States Secret Service, Chicago, and Region 


I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, Evanston, 
Illinois. 


119767 


- 
e 


‘. 


a a 4 = 


= > ~~. 
4 Se 7 *, -= en . | * oe, 
‘ - “ZO. 4 Oo -¢ e * 
- 4 


> * 
. e. “6 dod ; ere S . ? 
. m = . « ‘ ae . a a ate ‘ ne 
nd é 4 ~~ a ‘ eT e- . es ow. rf s . 
. af ah 0% 7 york ‘ > . . ; : ’ 9 > * 
- a a e | . . it . = - |‘ . . 
~~ ss ° 7 ‘ “h. - 2 , 


"BAC, New ‘York (100-149194) ay 
FROW: Director, rer (100-438794) 


| COOUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE me aor 
oe LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


". : ° - 
“hé ¢ ‘ * ia a - 
se ¢ 


—_ - , ” 4 a ° _ 
S coateeieennneaa 


N yy | Re Cearlotte 5 teletype a/s0/e0 and Bureau totephoae, j . 
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ork Office of Ene P, Lorillard Company § = * 
mm, eorillarM ee 
officia © wor Witt a negotiations between 
the P. Lorillard Company 4 Operation Breedbasket of the 
coe Southern Christian Lascerenty wonrerence ge a 


: ‘Bureau files contain no ‘record 4 Se 
the files ef the New York tain Bo or on te 
preclude an interview vith and if the interview . 
can be conducted vithout creat | impression that the -- 
Bureau is investigating the SCLC or Jesse Louis Jackson, — 

ration Breadbasket, New York should interview 
erning the  iaeaaciaaecriin seid his Sa i 
oa Breadbasket.., ei | 3 


Semiekiost ten te aah ia not iii sin : 
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with discretion in order to avoid creating the inmpressica 
that the Bureau is conducting an investigation of BAL eo 
Jackson. Any question of possible embarrassment to the 
Bureau in connection with this investigation should be | 
resolved in favor of limiting the investigation to estab- — 
lished, sources to avoid such — 
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NOTE: ‘ 
An investigation was initiated into allegation oe. 

of “bri “ or “extortion” in connection with a 
between. ferillard Companf and Operation Breadbasket, 
SCLC operation dealing with ne boycotts concersing on 
alleges ie ination in hirir narlotte received infor- .. 
mat ic snsboro, North Carolina, 
that 6 —_s who handled the negotiations for 


the 7. .aeeas ey. Rew York is being instructed to 
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The Washington Post 
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UNITED STATES*Gc~ 


Memorandum 


a ng Lhacized) — (Your file_257° 953 _) pate: _/ai ef 
ene FROM Vy, Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial a ete 


GE 


[) 1. Bufiles indicate this case is oo. Give specific reason for delinquency. 


[) letterhead memo [) submitted 


OC) airtel 
[) 2. DATE [J report 
C) letter C) 0-day progress letter [] will be submitted 


Reporting employee 
[) 8. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and 


wh port will be submitted 
er ee 


( Status of [) Appeal =] Inquiry © : [a fnvestigation __[) Prosecution 
D airtel [letterhead memo t, Seabtcl 


5. § t 4 
" Oo 90-day progressietter by KW fy lO/1E/CY 
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UNITED STATES GOV ERNMEKT 
~ Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI ure saa DATE: 


SAC, CHICAGO (157-953) 


a 


SUBJECT: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
RM - BN 


00: Chicago 


ee r. Re Chicago airtel and LHM dated 7/2/68. ave 


f ah Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an 
.*; ,/ UHM dated and captioned as above. Also enclosed for the 
a; Bureau are two copies of an FD-376. A copy of the 
{ enclosed LHM has been furnished to the United States 
: Attorney, Chicago, the United States Secret Service, 
Chicago, and Region I, 113th Military satel izgeuace 
_- Group, Evanston, Illinois. 


the enclosed LHW is 


Local Board #23, Selectiv e Syste 
— South Carolina. 


This case is being closed by the Chicago Division 


bx bject to being reopen suant to current inst bey: ns 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


= 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago, Illinois 
‘ October 4, 1968 
CG 157-953 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


Reference is made to Chicago memorandun dated 
July 2, 1968, captioned as above. 


I. BACKGROUND 


f 


A. Birth Data 


On July 18, 1968, ——— 
of Vital Statistics, State. Board of Health, Columbia, 


South Carolina, advised Volume 86, Certificate number 
38655 of the Birth Records discloses that Jesse Louis 
Jackson, Negro, was born October 8, 1941, at 20 Haynie 
Street, Greenville, South Carolina, the son of Charles 
Henry Jackson, age 22 and Helen Burns Jackson. 


B. selective Service Status 


On July 15, 1968, a confidential source who 
hie furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
Jesse Louis Jackson, date of birth October 8, 1941, 
is registered with Local Board 23, et Notch Service 
austen, Greeny. ie South Carolir 1d as 


$ 


C, Maritel Status Mis. Jesse Lowt hitch sop) 


The above confidential source advised, after 
reviewing a copy of cainisis. marriage license, that Jackson 


and Jacqueline Lovinig/Davis were married at Greenville, 

South Tarolina, on cember 31, 1962. This source advised 

Jackson has two children, a a daughter, Sontita Jackson, age 6, 

and a son, Jesse Jackson II, age 3. 62 S, kinwoed of Mae. 
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RE: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


D. Education 


The above source advised that Jackson has 
attended the below listed schools. It is not known 


what degrees, if any, he may have received from these 
schools. 


University of Illinois, Champaign, Illinois - 1960. 
" ART College, Greensboro, North Carolina - 1962, 1963. 


Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois - 
1965, 1966. 


E. Previous Employments 


The above source advised that Jackson had the below 
listed previous employments. 


F. Current Residence and Employment — 


Operation Breadbasket is the economic arm of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 


A copy of this communication is being furnished 
to the following agencies: 


United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois; 
United States Secret Service, Chicago, Illinois; . 


Region I, 113th Military satelligence Group, 
Evanston, Tllinois. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


—_ ~ 2 
In Reply, Please Refer so WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 
Director : : 
United States Secret Service October 4, 1968 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 20220 


Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. [_) Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 


9 
2. [_]} Has attempted or threatened to redress a oe against any public official by other 
than legal means. 


3. K Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. 8S. 


- (_J U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 


5. (_] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 


4a) (_} Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) [_) Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

{c) [_] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 


6. {_) Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph [X has been furnished [jenclosed [J is not available 
(_] may be available through | 


Very truly yours, 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S. Secret Service 


Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this. transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 
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UNI. _) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUL vE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
October 14, 1968 


In Reply, Please Refer t Chicago, Illinois 
Fue Ne. Bureau 157-6760 
Chicago 157-953 


SUBJECT: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


7 


REFERENCE: Memo dated October 4, 1968 ,4/” 
- f i‘ % 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 


address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified) : 


Residence: 5748 South Kimbark Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 


Employment: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the préperty of the FBI and fp; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
_ = FOIPA DECETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ‘ 


is 


LJ 


indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) ae with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 
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he Life and Legacy of 


Martin Luther King, she Seprember selection of the Conservative Book Club.) 


wr 

He was talking with Martin Luther 
King at the moment of the assassination 
in Mcmphis. Ralph Abernathy embraced 
him before going to jail, following thc 
ill-starred march on Washington. The 
New York Times considcrs him “one of 
the emerging leaders of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference.” Tues- 
day, the Negro magazin: supplemeni, 
considers him most likely to become “the 
nation’s chief proponcnt of nonviolent 
protest.” He calls moderate civil rights 
leaders “‘sick,”” and applauds Stokely 
Carmichacl as “a rock crying out with 
truth.” For inspiration he looks to Jesus, 
Malcolm X, James Bevel and Martin Lu- 
ther King. He is Rev. Jesse Jackson, the 
man to watch —in the S.C.L.C. 


In a year of humiliating defeats for the 
civil rights movement, Jesse Jackson 


.| heads the one §.C.L.C. program that has 


been a continuing success—the boycott 
campaign. Operation Breadbasket. Jack- 
son took charge at the personal requcst of 
King. Referring to white store owners in 
Chicago's ghetto as “the colonial pow- 
ts.” Jackson declared: “Black people 
must havc conirol of eleven per cent of 
Chicago.” Through threats of Negro boy- 
cotts, in a 15 month pcriod Jackson nego- 
tiated agreements with Chicago food 
chains, soft drink firms and dairies that 
opened some 2,000 jobs to Negroes. He 
forced stores to stock such Negro prod- 
ucts as Mumbo Barbccue Sauce (sales in- 
creased a staggering 600% in four 
months). Perhaps most far-reaching was 
Jackson’s war of attrition against A & P 
which pledged 770 new jobs to black 
people; “fair’’ shelf space for black- 
manufactured products; use of black 
banks and black scavenger service in 
ghetto. stores. Jackson exulted: “If this 
policy is carried out with honesty and de- 
termination, A & P will cease to W& the 
Man's store and will become our store.” 
Presumably, A & P was not quite ready 
to turn its board chairmanship over to the 
S.C.L.C. Last Suiy, Jackson furiously 
charged that A & P had reneged on the 
agreement and-he organized picketing 
teams to march on five stores. Jackson 
said the pickets would remain “until we 
close them down.” He was seconded by 
Ralph Abcrnathy at this summcr’s annual 
convention of the $C.L.C. “I have news 
inc AB DM Aharnaths aid “Cet your 
ving to close 

“st all 

‘9. 


sought the permit, and would have camp- 
ed on the ground anyway. A group led by 
Jackson ate in the Agriculture Depart- 
ment cafeteria and ran up a bill of almost 
$300. When the bill was presented, Jack- 
son said it would be compared with what 
“the Government owes to the poor pcople 
of this mation” because of its failure to 
feed them. “Whoever owes the other will 
pay,” he said. 

Later, one of the more malevolent 
headlines was made by Jackson when one 
of his marchers, Arthur Easton, dicd on a 
walk from Resurrection City to the Agri- 
culture Department cafeteria. Jackson 
charged that Easton “died begging for a 
plate of food’ —a lurid falsehood, ignor- 
ing the fact that almost from the very be- 
ginning Agriculture had supplied the 
meals for Resurrection City. An Agricul- 
ture official, Rodney E. Leonard, said 
that the Federal Government had been 
feeding one hot meal and two cold meals 
a day to more than 3,000 people at the 
campsite and that he expected the feeding 
to go on indcfinitely. The Government 
stepped in with ample food, at Aberna- 
thy’s own request, after the S.C.L.C. had 
run out of money for meals. As for East- 
on’s death, it was later attributed not to 
hunger but to diabetes. 


Jackson went on with his pro- 
tests—again leading a group of marchers 
to the cafeteria. On Jackson’s assurance 
that he would pay as much as he could on 
the spot and the rest within 24 hours, the 
government officials permitted him and 
his followers into the cafeteria. Again the 
cafeteria bill came to nearly $300. Jack- 
son paid $72 and accepted a bill for the 
rest. “We'll pay it when we can,” Jackson 
said. “We're poor people, you know.” 
For once, the toothless tiger of the Justice 
Department, Ramsey Clark, was equal to 
the situation. Attorncy General Clark or- 
dered the Community Relations Service 
to tell Abernathy that unless the cafeteria 
bill was paid before the close of business 
that day, Jackson might be taken before a 
grand jury on charges of theft by fraud. 
Abernathy was privately critical of Jesse 
Jackson, and Jackson, in conversations 
with other S.C.L.C. leaders, questioned 
the leadership of Abernathy. Reportedly, 
his remarks were relayed to Abernathy, 
who became angry. Jackson was reported 
to have been among the handful of young 
| staff mcombers actually living at Resurrec- 
tion City who felt that most other staff 


afficials—excluding Ahernath -ha.0' 


New York Ties reported that Jackson 


. je made a strcag impression on an Ad- 
: Mistration adinirer, who called him “a 


in who knew the limits to which a dem- 

_ aration could go, and could pull it 
back quickly if it was going too far.” Oth- 
er S.C.L.C. officials privately deplored 
Jackson's “banishment” by Abernathy. 
Onc dissatisfied member said: “Sf Jesse 
Jackson was in charge. we'd be moving 
by now.” 

On June 3rd. Jackson reportedly re- 
turned to Chicazo. But a week later was 


back in Washington, hcading The Action 


Committce, an outgrowth of the Marsch 
on Washington. A few days later, he was 
photographcd at Abernathy’s side, before 
the latter was whisked off to jail. 

The Jackson cult enrolled a acw mem- 
ber in Mary McGrory of the New York 
Post, who wrote: “The Poor People’s 
March , which yielded so little in the way 
of results at least brought to the fore the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, who in the eyes of 
some observers is a black hope who might 
eventually succeed King as head of the 
S.C.L.C., if not as a national leader.” 

In Chicago especially the Jackson cult 
has zoomed into orbit. Ordained a Bap- 
list minister last June, Jackson preaches 
Saturday mornings to 3,000 people in a 
ballroom, a combination worship service 


and weekly meeting of National Oper-.]. 


ation Breadbasket. “Parishioners” in- 
clude Sidney Poitier, Bill Cosby, France 
Nuyen, Dick Gregory and TV star Rob- 
ert Culp, who flics 3,000 miles weekly to 
film Operation Breadbasket activities free. 


Wrote Mayor Daley , .. 


Jesse Jackson proves that out of the 
mouths of the nonviolent come some of 
‘he most violent threats in the English 
anguage. Just before the Democratic 
-onvention opened, Jackson wrote Mayor 
Richard Daley that Chicago was on the 
‘rink of a racial “eruption.” He urged 
Daley to “remove the white policemen 
‘rom the black neighborhoods now, to in- 
wre their personal safety and to insure 
slack people's collective security . . . Re- 
nove white policemen, white firemen and 
other white employees now.” Jackson 
said he made the demand “rot out of hate 
‘or white people but out of respect for 


yurselves.” This may well have been one - 


of the reasons why National Guardsmen 
were in Chicago during the convention. 
fackson compared activating the Guard 
with the Russian invasion of Czech- 
yslovakia. “The only difference is that he 


Daley] is too embarrassed to have them | 


walk down the streets.” 


A 


Rin - Cdmpual™ 9 —/-6OF 


Jackson's activities have come to H/ 


ecstatic attention, of Political Affairs. the 


*heoretical journal of the Communisi | 


‘v, US.A., which delightedly quoted 
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: CORRELATION SUMMARY 
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Main File No: 157-6760 Date : 3/28/69 
. bla Jess> taeteniesean Date Searched: 9/11/68 
} 


*77 logical variations of subject's name and aliases were searched 
and idantical ref2rences were found as: 


Sum MAR Y 
is Jackson ag ° onee Je on~ 
YJacksan’ sse Ls ok n- “ 


‘ Jass2> LovuisWwackson | Jessie© aakson 
Jessé&Na kson- Jessie L.©VJackson 


octets: DMNVJackson 


( 
This is a summary of information obtained from a review of 
all “see” references to the subject in Bureau files under the names 
and aliases listed above. All references under the above names 
containing data identical with the subject have been included except 


any indicated at the end of this summary under the heading REFERENCES 
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY. 


THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF : 
GOVERNMENT AND IS NOT SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION. IT IS DESIGNED TO x, 
FURNISH A SYNOPSIS OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN EACH REFERENCE 
IN MANY CASES THE ORIGINAL SERIAL WILL CONTAIN THE INFORMATION IN 
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\ 


ABBREVIATIONS 
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Add. AnfO. wccccccccccccccscevecees AGGItional information appearing in 
this reference which pertains to VW 
Jesse Louis Jackson can be found in 
the main file or elsewhere in this 
summary. 


0 rrr ree eee of Racial Equality 
Get errr reece cc eeseesaneseseecses cwmermeseon Breadbasket 


f 
rev. Cue CUBES UK SG 086 6b 0s 00 00 8 80840 Ce 


ARES Ge a reer re Christian Leadership 


Conference 


GLOSSARY 


3 tas 


"Operation Breadbasket" ...........An economic program to improve 
the lot of the Negro, sponsored 
by the SCLC. 


“~ 


rer Peoples Campaign.......eeceeeeeAn SCLC sponsored civil disobedience 
campaign held in Washington, DC, in 
the spring. of 1968, in an effort toh 
pressure Congress into passing 
legislation favorable to the Negro. 


Resurrection City....ccccccccccceedne name Of the temporary quarters WW 


: in Washington, DC, for the partici- 
pants of the Poor Peoples Campaign. 
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An_article appearing on page 6 of the 9/30/66 issue of Sieg L 
"Muhammad Speaks", newspaper self-described as published weekly by ; 


Muhammad's Mosque No. 2 in Chicago, Ill., revealed that Robert Lucas (#4 — 
TEs t05 of CORE was released from jail after serving 10 days of 
a $2,000 fine at $5 a day. Rev. Jesse Jackson, top aide of Martin 
Luther King, paid the remaining $1,950 in fines for Lucas. 


ree 821-10 p.6 


-_ 


157-5 36-4 encl.p.3 


a —- 


In connection with an investigation of an employee strike 
at Claussen Bakery, Inc. (173-4688), Greenville, SC, the Columbia 
Office noted that Rev. Jesse L. Jackson and Dr. Martin Luther King AW 
spoke at the Greenville Memorial Auditorium, on 4/30/67, during * 
which they both made reference to the strike by a group of Negroes 
at the Claussen Bakery and gave encouragement and support to those 
on strike. | 


173-4688-1 
(2Y) 


An article in the 7/21/67 late city edition of "The New | 
York Times" revealed that on 7/20/67 Jesse Jackson, Chief Aide to tat 
Dr. Martin Luther King, attended the opening session of the National 
Conference on Black Power (62-111166) held at the Military Park Hotel 
in Newark, New Jersey, July 20-23, 1967. (No further details given.) 


> oS 11166-114, enc] ep 4 


aes Bronce 


'® é 
bd a 3 
SS identity) advised that in a 
press conference, on 5/3/67, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Director of OB, Bak 
called upon Mayor Richard J. Daley of Chicago and Illinois Governé® 
Otto Kerner to declare parts of Chicago emergency disaster areas et 
au vrder to prevent riots. In his request to the Mayor and Governor, 
Jackson proposed five steps for immediate action, which included 
listing certain areas of the city as disaster areas; to declare a 
state of emergency to deal with problems of unemployment; to move 
against slum building operators; to improve recreational facilities 
in Negro communities; and to meet with industrialists and businessmen 


regarding unemployment. Jackson believed the implementation of these 
ovcpys Would help to alleviate a riot situation in Chicago. 


The Chicago Office furnished a copy of a newspaper article 
captioned “Asks Steps to Bar Riots Here" which appeared in the 
Pisses Tribune", a Chicago daily newspaper, Section 1A, page 1, ond 
dated 8/4/67, and which related to the matter mentioned above. The 
clipping included a photograph of Jackson. 


Copy of newspaper article enclosed 
157-6169-31 encl.p.1-3 
(127 


SI to par. l 


157-6169-29 encl.p.l 
(34) 


eee ae 1 
- - encl.p.l 
(27) 


On 8/14/E 


7 “ 


\mad> available information which revealed 
at a personal NOLEDOOR Of, included the following: “Jackson, 
JToase, Student Body President, Art* College, Greensboro, NC". 


100-442684-37-60 encl.p.37 


(6) 


#Probably should be A & T (Agricultural and Technical College in 
freensboro, NC.) 


‘© ry 


\ } 


— -fme following ref®rences on Jesse Jackson appearing in  -- 
the file captioned "National Conference For New Politics (NCNP)" gecret— 
revealed that during the period 9/1/67 through 9/4/67 Jackson 
participated in sessions or activities of the NCNP convention held 

at the Palmer House, Chicago, Jl], Dwring the early part of the 
convention, the Negro delegates who called themselves "The Black 

Caucus’ presented a series of demands ee would give them greater 


power in the affairs of the convention. e of Jesse L. Jackson, 
366 E. 47th Chicago, was included b7D 
REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


62-110985-401 encl.p.55 an 
-471 encl.p.22 197 


— p.62 77; 


On 9/13/67 the Philadelpr 


protect identity) this number was listed to 
e L. Jackson, 5748 S. Kimbark Ave., Chicago. (No further 
information given regarding the call.) 


It was noted that Jackson was the Director of the SCLC 
Chicago Staff and also Director of OB. 


rt 
ae -9-133 p.7 


| s following references in the file captioned (iim 
et out information concerning the 
activities o esse Jac relative to Racial Matters during the 


approximate period September, 1965 through October, 1967 in Chicago, At 
Tll., Atlanta, Ga., and Warrenton, Va. Jackson was very active in 
the affairs of the SCLC and its affiliates. He was a student at the b7c 
Chicago Theological Seminary, University of Chicago, and was assigned 
to work with the ministers. He attended meetings and rallies, and 
supery sec the SCLC fund raising activities excer 29> mail appeal 
ororgram anc ne Cn 1 promotion activities. 


(continued) 
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REFERENCE 


100-442529-1956 
-2043 
-2045 
~2046 
-2082 
-2116 
-2136 
-2183 
-2222 
-2370 
“2421 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


MM Fey NW 


1 


2 encl.p.l 
°P. 
p.4 


Je 
na 0 


i 
1 207 
6y— 


cenTVDVVTVVVD 


a identity) advised that a Midwest 
Black Stu onference would be held in Chicago, I1ll., on 


11/23-25/67. The business sessions of the conference were to * cae 
begin at 10:00 AM on 11/24/67 at the Christ Methodist Church, and 
a workshop program entitled "Politics and Econnmmics” would be 

conducted. The panel of speakers included the Bev. Jesse Jackson, 


&_ 


who was associated with the SCLC in Chicago. 


er 11166-2172 enclp.1 


On 1/8/68 Rev. Jesse Jackson, an aide to Dr. 
King, Jr., in the Chicago 


Martin Luther 
© area, spoke at a publie meeting of the 
Garfield Organization (105-172199), held at the Bethel Lutheran 
Church, in Chicago. The main topic of discussios was the possibility 
of urban renewal projects in the Garfield Park area of Chicago's 

west side. All the speakers spoke against urbam renewal and their 
expressed views indicated that the investments 4m the area should -- 
be protected by SBPEOVADE the buildings and general conditions of the 
area rather t s is an urban renewal 
project. pritect identity.) — 


ieee encl.p.2 


bx, brD 
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Add. info. 


157-8460-3 encl.p.48A,49,57,72 
(V7 


The following references on Jesse Jackson appear in the 
file captioned "Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, Tennessee" and 
contain information concerning his activities relative to this 
matter from approximately 4/1/68 through 4/3/68 in Memphis, Tenn. 
Jackson and other representatives of SCLC met with other racial 
groups of Memphis to plan their strategy regarding the Sanitation 
Strike, and Jackson was one of the main spokesmen for the strike 
support group. He attended press conferences and reported that AK 
@ mass march would be held on 4/5/68 which would be led by Martin. 
Luther King, Jr., however, the march was rescheduled for 4/8/68.'*° 
Jackson indicated they would defy a court injunction against their 
marching, and that he would call on all Memphis Negroes to boycott 
various large manufactures and distributors of food products. Also 
they would be implored to transfer their bank accounts and insurance 
accounts from white institutions to black institutions and that 
SCLC would organize Negro businesses. The SCLC planned to establish 
a chapter of the OB in Memphis, whichwald besupervised by Jackson. 
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REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


157-9146-4 encl.p.2,3,4 
-9 encl.p.8,9 8 
-55 p.1,2 


-61 *p.2 
-74 encl.p.3,4,5,6,8,9 | 


Correlator's Note: Serial 73 of the above file reported that King 


was fatally shot about 6:04 PM, 4/4/68, at the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis. ‘ 


. — 


(e ©) 


— “Thee reference is“a report, dated 4/17/68, of the Memphigger=—— 
Office, which set out detailed information concerning the murder 


of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was shot about 6:00 PM on AWK 
4/4/68 while ‘standing on the second floor balcony outside room 306 

of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry St., Memphis, Yenmn. Investiga- . 
tion revealed that Rev. Jesse Jackson, an SCIC staff member from 
Chicago, was in Memphis with King's group at the Lorraine Motel, 


and was standing at the open door of Room 305 at the time, or 
immediately thereafter, of the shooting. 


44.38861-2322 p.85,53 
(y 


ie 30971-66-14 p.3 


The 4/1/68 issue of the "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, 
Memphis, Tenn., reported that Rev. Jesse Jackson spoke at a protest 
strategy meeting on 3/31/68 in Memphis, at which those present. , :. tHe 
promised to escalate the racial demonstrations in Memphis. Jackson, 
acting as spokesman for SCIL, promised tightening of the economic 
boycott, the establishment of a SCLC branch in Memphis, control of the 


black community, and a merger with Black Power elements of the city. 


== jbIC nse cemnttilimetaimaniecell reported that on 4/3/68 at 
3 U7 a ministerial meeting in Memphis, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 


explained the OB program and economic boycott program of white 
businesses which was being spearheaded by one of his assistants, 

the Rev. Jesse Jackson of Chicago, Ill. Later on 4/3/68 King, “~~ 
Jackson, and others of the SCLC staff met with the Black Organizing 


Project (BOP) group at which time the BOP asked the SCLC for funds 
to carry on their activities. 
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fesritinued p= 
On 4/18/68 (protect identity 


157-8905-6 p.54,63,64,73 Seerer 
(14 


The following references on Jesse Jackson appearing in the 
file captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr." set out information pertaining 
te the association and contacts of these SCLC officials, and others, 
in connection with civil rights matters during the approximate period 
April, 1966 through April, 1968 in Chicago, Ill., Atjanta, Ga., 

NYC, Cleveland, Ohio, Memphis, Tenn., and Greenville, SC. Jackson 
attended or planned to attend SCLC meetings with King, some of which dugeal 
were fund raising affairs, and he planned to accompany King to NYC 

to participate in a Peace Demonstration. Jackson also spoke at some 
meetings, including the one held in his home town of Greenville, SC, 
during which he referred to the strike by a group of Negroes at 
Claussen Bakery, Inc., in Greenville and gave support and encouragement 
to those on strike. The references indicated that Jackson was with 
King in Memphis at the time King was killed. 


REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-106670-2460 encl. oy 
-2791 encl. 
-2863 encl 
-2874 encl 2 
2 
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The following references on Jesse Jackson concern his 
activities in connection with the Poor Peoples Campaign, which was MWY 
sponsored by the SCLC, and as city manager of Resurrection City. \,. 


v 
SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 


ade SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


In connection with the PPC, a group 1004A481548-45 encl.p.6,8 
organized by Jesse Jackson of SCLC ( 

participated in a protest demonstra- ‘ 
tion at the Department of Agriculture 


{continued ) 
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(continued ) 


SYNOPSIS OF ENFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


DA) in Washington, DC, on 5/29/68. a i 
SAs of the FBI, protect identity). SEGRE 


identity. 


, 
An article in the "Chicago Sun-Times" 174-720-20 encl.p.2 
of 6/2/68, entitled "Chicago, A 
'Satellite' City in the PPC", quoted 
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson as stating 
that Chicago had been designated as 
one of 50 "Satellite" cities that M_Y/ 
would join Washington as targets of 
the PPC. Jackson said SCLC planned 
to organize simultaneous boycotts of 
business districts in major cities 
across the country. Jackson was 
replaced as manager of RC in Wash- 
ington, DC when PPC leaders announced 
plans to broaden the campaign by 
establishing other protest centers. 


nce is a letter, dated 7/21/68, from 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55107, to the Director. 
reported that John L. Sullivan, Vice President and Chairman 
egal matters, International Conference of Police Associations, 
gave the Director a most fitting tribute for his many years of 
honest endeavor to make the general public have proper respect for 
law and er in his speech at the 16th annual meeting in St. Paul 
Hilton. Cab «2:0: "the item appears in the City Life 3rd 
Section of the St. Paul Sunday Pioners Press today". 


(continued ) 
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a (continued) hic 


Re —_— "Would like algo to call your 4 
attention to the remarks of the R2v. Jesse Jackson one of Poor : 
Leaders who had a one day convention at same hotel". (No further 
details given and no newspaper clipping enclosed. ) 


4 
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The following references on Jesse Louis Jackson appearing 
in the file captioned "Racial Matters" set out information pertaining 
to his activities in the civil rights movement. Jackson was very 
active in racial matters and traveled extensively, addressing meetings, 
rallies' and leading massive civil rights marches, in his fight to 
acquire equal rights for Negroes. He was in contact with many 
individuals from other civil rights groups, and as Director of the 
OB he called for boycotts of business establishments to achieve 
racial equality in jobs, unions and businesses. Jackson was in 
charge of the SCLC staff in Chicago, and as an aide to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. he made personal appearances substituting for King. After 
King's death some SCLC officials believed Jackson would endeavor 
to take over th2 leadership of the SCLC. These activities took place 
from approximately May, 1963 through July, 1968, during which time 
Jackson was in, or was scheduled to be in, the states of North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, California, and Wash- 
ington, DC. . 


tae 


REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
157-6-2-2428 p.6 (267 
157-6-8-508 encl.p.14,21 


y, 

-S44 p.1,2 

-545 encl.p. 4 

-549 encl.p. Be 

-552 encl.p.20,2 

-577 encl.p.2,3, 
-2419.encl.p.2 Sn 


-2484 encl.p.3,11 415741 
157-6-9-2223 encl.p.2,3,4 (26) 
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REFERENCE —- SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


157-6-9-2228 encl.p. 
-2340. encl.p. 
-2354 encl.p.12 
-2421 encl.p.3 
-2844 encl.p.1l 
-2867 encl.p.37,40 
-2957 encl.p. 5,9 
“ee encl.p.3 
-301 weit ea 
-3081 encl. 
-3118 encl. 
-3119, encl. 
-3127 encl. 
- 3135 encl. 
-3164 
- 3251 
-3262 
-3267 
-3312 
-3361 
- 3440 
-3542 
-3548 
-3550 
“32R6 encl 


“3698 
-3701 encl 
-4379 encl. D. 
-4433 encl.p.7,12 
-6443-encl.p.6 
-6449 encl.p.4,5,9 
-6503 encl.p.2 
-6536 encl.p.5,10 
-A “Chicago Daily News" 7/5/68 


157-6-15-1723 encl.p.7 
157-6-21-986 encl.p.1,2 : 
157-6-26-1469 encl.p.12,14 4 15742 
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REFERENCE . si—<————~ SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER . 
157-6-26-1530 (107 
157-6-52-1223 p.1, encl.p.1 (103 
157-6-53-1538 (107 


157-6-66-197 encl.p.13 = (2e7~ 


MS 


cluded in the demands was a guarantee for the headinun anu salety of 
Reverend Jesse Jackson, National Director of OB, said 
had received threats upon his life. 


REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-440423-165 encl.p.1,3,5,7 (af 
-173 p.24,25 


$ tas 


The following references on Jesse Jackson appearing in the 
file captioned "Operation Breadbasket" revealed that he was National 
Director of the OB, the economic arm of SCLC and which was organized 
to expose and correct alleged economic abuses suffered by Negroes. 
During the approximate period of May, 1967 through August, 1 
Jackson was active in the affairs of the OB in Greensboro, NC, Chicago, 
IT1l., and Oakland, Calif. Jackson was one of the signers of an 
agreement between the OB and the Chicago Unit of the Atlantic and I od 
Pacific Tea Company, which concerned the employment of more Negroes 
by that company and the upgrading of positions already held by 
Negroes. Although Jackson was considered to be a strong leader, 
the response to his efforts to get an OB started in Greensboro was 
reportedly very poor. He supported a bus drivers strike and a strike 
at the American O11 Co. in Chicago, and held press conferences to 
announce the planned boycotts of stores in Chicago and other cities 
in the US by Negroes. oO 


(continued ) . 
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REFERENCE _ A SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


157-2789-8 encl.p.5 : 
-14 encl.p.1,2 
Be 
-20 encl.p.6,9,10 
-28 encl.p.4,5 
-32 encl.p.1l 
-34 encl.p.1 
-37 
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The following references on Jesse Louis Jackson appearing 
in the file captioned "Poor People's Campaign" (PPC), formerly known 
as the "Washington Spring Project", contain information concerning 
his activities relative to this matter from approximately the Fall 
of 1967 through August, 1968 in Washington, DC, Illinois, Georgia, 
Florida, Ohio, Virginia and California. In the Fall, 1967, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., President of the SCLC, announced that he would 
conduct a massive civil disobedience campaign in Washington, DC, 
in the spring of 1968 in an effort to pressure Congress into passing 
legislation favorable to the Negro, and named this program the "PPC". 
Jackson was named Director of the SCLC's nationwide OB and he took 
an active part in planning the PPC. He held press conferences, was 
active in recruiting persons to participate in the PPC, and in mustering 
financial support for the campaign. After King was esinatod fn “ 
Rpril, 1968, Ralph D. Abernathy became president of the SCLC and 
continued with the plans of the Campaign, which was held in Washington, 
DC, in May and June, 1968. The camp site of the PPC was called 
Resurrection City (RC) and Abernathy proclaimed himself the Mayor 
and appointed Jackson to be the "City Manager", however, at times Ve, 
Jackson was referred to as the Mayor. He took an active part in the 
affairs of the city by holding meetings, rallies, press conferences 
and leading marches to various government agencies in an effort to 
pressure them for additional help and more jobs for the poor. In > 
the latter part of May, 1968 Jackson was replaced by Hosea Williams 
as city manager. Jackson reportedly had pneumonia and had to return 
to Chicago for X-Rays. On 6/24/68 the residents of RC were moved 
out of the eity ex the Metropolitan PD, Washington, DC. On the 
evening of 6/24/68 Jackson spoke at a rally in Washington and stated 
that although RC was taken over by the police and various leaders 
were jailed, the aims and goals of the PPC would continue. Jackson - 
returned to Chicago to continue his activities as Director of OB, and 
in August, 1968 he was scheduled to attend a benefit basketball game 
being held in Philadelphia, Pa., to raise funds for the SCLC. 
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-1980 encl. p.4 
-1981 encl.p.2 
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-1998 p.4 

-1999 p.5 

-2099 encl.p.2, ,5,0 
“2119 encl.p.é2, 


t 


fl Ze Yi 


' 


_ rg ERR eM : 3 Se ee ee ee ¥ Foie rac en ts ae ae 
oes Taba oo, 2 - . + - Sept AMEE Fea, 
. See 3 » ie ae 
f 
’ ee 
~ . — 
dae 
es 
. 
. s 


Ww 
‘ . 
1 


ad gle Lael lod etoile che 


wr 
i 


(continued) 


9415745 


c 
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REFERENCE - 
157-8428-2125 encl.p 
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yt SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


2 


-2127 
-2131 
“2175 
-2192 


-2126 encl.p. 


encl.p 
encl.p 
p.5 
p.l 


4 
1 
2 
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-2216 
-2289 
-2384 
-2385 
-2411 
-2619 
-2689 
-2710 
-2726 
~2887 
-2901 
-2928 
-2947 
-2958 
-2984 
-2995 
- 3031 
-3036 encl.p. 

-3039 encl.p.l 

-A "Sunday Star" Woabington: ,DC) 


p.ll 
encl.p.10 


-A "The Evening othe DC ) 
5/21/68 , 

-A wae Capitol he Service 
5/21/68 

-A "Sunday Star" 
5/26/68 

~A ahs Capitol N2ws Service 
5/31/68 

-A "va ae Post Times Herald" 
6/1/ 

-A ‘New York Times" 6/2/68 

-A “Washi — Post Times Herald’ 


6/9/ 


(Washington, DC) 
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REFERENCE _ SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
157-8428-A "Washington Post Times Herald" o>... 
6/11/68 
-A Washington Capitol News Service (21)—"" 
5/31/68 
-A ea (Washington, DC) (X71) 
25 
-A “Washington Post Times Herald" (17, 
ie 6/27/68 
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The following references on J2sse Jackson appearing in the 
file captioned "Cominfil of Southern Christian Leadership Conference” 
set out information concerning his activities relative to this 
organization during the approximate period January, 1965 through 
August, 1968 in Chicago, Ill., Memphis, Tenn., Washington, DC, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Greensboro, NC. Jackson was reported to be 
dedicated to civil rights matters and he took part in the affairs 
Of racial groups in Chicago. He was a staff member of the SCLC, 

@ member of the Advisory Council of SCLC's Chicago Adult Education 
Project, served as Director of the SCLC and OB in Chicago, was 
Assistant Pastor, Fellowship Baptist Church and assigned to work 

with the "ministers", and assisted in planning rallies and other 
activities to raise funds for the SCLC. Jackson was with Martin — 1 
Luther King in Memphis when King was shot and after King's death ¢:=-—” () 
. gome of the SCLC leaders thought Jackson would attempt to become 
president of the SCLC. Jackson served as manager of Resurrection 
City in Washington, DC, however, he was criticized for not planning 
any action and was sent back to Chicago to work with the OB. He 
attended the SCLC National Convention held in Memphis 8/14-16/68, 
Guring which he gave a progress report of the OB and met with the 
ministers to diacuss a bovcc of the A & P stores ie references 


2ported the 
b7< 


\ 
Background data on Jackson was set out. 
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-288 encl.p.1 : ok 
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REFERENCE 8. SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-438794-706 encl.p.1 
-1016 p.1, encl.p.1 
-1118 p.1,2 
-1241 encl.p.1 
-1440 
-1460 p.3,5,6,20 
-1580 p.1,2,encl.p.1 
-1581 p.1, encl.p.1l 
-1610 encl.p.1 
-1613 
-1615 encl.p.1,2,3 
-1618 p.1 
-1645 encl.p.2 
-1658 p.1, encl.p.1l 
-1680 encl.p.2 
-1703 p.1,3,4,6,15,20,39,40 
-1709 encl.p.l 
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The following references on Jesse Jackson appearing in 
the file captioned "Demonstrations at the National Democratic 
Convention, August, 1968" revealed that Dick Gregory, a Negro 
entertainer and Civil Rights activist, had issued a series of 
demands for Chicago's city administration if the city expected 
to have the Democratic National Convention in August of 1968. fy 
These demands included, a guarantee for the health and safety | | 
of Rev. Jesse Jackson, whom Gregory said had received threats upon 
his life. Gregory stated the demonstrations and marches wald be 
called off only if the city officials met his demands. It was, ,,. 
reported that Jackson planned to leave Chicago during the Convention 
allegedly so that he would not be harassed by the Chicago PD or be 
blamed for any disorders or disturbances which might take place during 
the convention. However, Jackson stated that he planned to attend 
the Third National Conference on Black Power to be held on August 
cy - September 1, 1968, in Philadelphia, Pa., and emphatically denied 
reports that he was leaving Chicago for fear of mass arrests of civil 
rights leaders. Jackson spoke at a two day meeting (date not given) 
of the hastily formed organization, the "Coalition for an Open 
Convention" held in Chicago. 
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5REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 


S2e the search slip filed behind file for other references. ,_ 
on this subject which contain the same information (SI) that is set 
out in the main file. Differences in source will be noted on the 
search slip. 
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-Dr. King during m ° cized demonstranons . 
im Selma, Alabama. " ; 
: “Dr. King kind of took me under his wing,” says 
Jackson. “He became my father and talked to me 
— about leadership and things I should read 


“My moral base comes from Dr. and Rev. 
" Jackson says. -“I Ped pr yy om *. 
preach from them.” : 

However, 1966 saw Jesse Jackson undergo yet 
another transition. “Up to then I was organizer who 
<vuld preach, but not a preacher who could organize,” 
he says. In that year, King established Operation 
Breadbasket, named Jackson as director, and sent 
aim to Chicago to put the program to work. . 
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when a store is built in the ghetto. . 

_ But while white businessmen cal] Jackson an ex- 
tertionist, Breadbasket has produced almost 1,000 
jobs annually for blacks in Chicago, and therein lies 

. the power behind Jackson's rapidly growing appeal— 


country “spreading the message” 
and it is in this message that he 
contrasts most sharply with King, whose basic theme 
was Love, God and Social Justice. Jackson focuses on 
black pride and self-help as the key to social equality. 
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As manager of Resurrection City Jackson 
took 160 people for lunch in the Agri- 
culture Dept. cafeteria. The bill, for. 
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_ BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


According to its official newspaper, the Black 
Panther Party (BPP) was started during December, 1966, in 
Oakland, California, to organize black people so they can 
' take control of the life, politics, and the destiny of the 
black community. It was organized by BOBBY GEORGE SEALE, 
BPP Chairman, and HUEY P. NEWTON, SPP Minister of Defense. 
NEWTON is presently serving a sentence of 2 to 15 years On & 


conviction of manslaughter in connection with the killing of 
an Oakland police officer. 


The official nevspaper, "The Black Panther", which 
further describes itself as the "Black Community Nevis Service", 
states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and guerrilla 
tactics in its revolutionary progrem to end oppression of the 
black people. Residents of the black community are urged to 
arm themselves against the police isho are consistently 
referred to in the publication as "pigs" who should be killed. 


"The Black Panther" issue of September 7, 1968, 


contains an editorial by BPP Minister of Education, GEORGE 
MASON MURRAY, which ends with the following: 


"Black men. Black people, colored persons of * * 
America, revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture 
worth keeping is a revolutionary culture. Change. Freedom 


everywhere. Dynamite! Black Power. Use the gun. Kill the 
. igs everywhere," . | 


Included in the introduction to an article appeering © 
in the October 5, 1965, edition of "The Black Panther" is the 


statement, “... we will not dissent. from American Government. 
we will overthrow it." 


Issues of "The Black Parther" regularly contain 
| quotations from the writings of Chairman MAQ Tse-tung of the 
People's Republic of China and feéture MAO's statement that 
“political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” 
The national headquarters of the BPP is located at ~~ 
3106 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, California. RBrauches have been 
established at varionr lnentious tiurenuphont the United States. 
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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee werere 
headquartered at 360-362 Nelson Street, S. W., Atlanta, 
Georgia, ia a nonmembership organization, which was born 
out of the sit-in movement that erupted across the South 
beginning in 1960. 7 


Today SNCC identifies itself as an organization 
in the revolutionary vanguard. It advocates that to be 
successful it is necessary to develop a revolutionary ideology 
and revolutionary program. 


According to SNCC, the year 1967 marked a historic 
milestone in the struggle for the liberation of black people 
in the United States and the year that revolutionaries 
throughout the world began to understand more fully the impact 
of the black movement. SNCC declared that “liberation will 
come only when there is final destruction of this mad 
octopus--the capitalistic system of the United States with 
all its life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism 
that choke the people of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

The realities of black life, together with the recognition 
instilled in SNCC workers forced its members to further 
popularize the legitimacy of self-defense and rebellions when 
oppression became too great", 
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From May, 1966, until May, 1967, STOKELY CARMICHAEL 
was National Chairman of "SNCC. As of July, 1968, CARMICHAEL: 
resided in Washington, D.C.e, where he was affiliated with 
SNCC and active as temporary chairman of a black coalition 
group. In May, 1967, CARMICHAEL was replaced by HUBERT 
GEROID BROWN, commonly known as H. RAP BROWN, who served 
until June, 1968, 


In June, 1968, at the Staff ‘and Central Committee 
_meeting of SNCC held in Atlanta, Georgia, it was decided to 
restructure the organization by equalization of responsibility 
by creating ten deputy or vice chairmanships. The primary 
purpose for this change is to take law enforcement pressure 
off any single individual. 
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The following information concerning Jesse 
Louis Jackson was obtained from oublic source mater- 
ial, confidential sources who have furnished relia- 
ble information in the mst, and various law sia dell 
ment agencies: 


Jackson is employed as National Director 
of Operation Breadbasket, which is the economic branch 
of the Southern Christian Leadershio Conference (SCLC) 
and which was organized for the purpose of exposing 
and correcting economic abuses suffered by Negroes 
and Ghetto residents as a result of over charging by 
Ghetto store owners anc by alleged discriminatory hir- 
ing practices. Operation Breadbasket has its: offices 
at 366 East 7th Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


SCLC is an Atlanta, Georgia, based cere 
known civil rights organization, aes 

Jacksorfs position as National Director of 
Operation Breadbasket is a result of his successful 
implementation of Operation Breadbasket in Chicago. 
Previous to this appointment Jackson was the ‘Northern 
DIreCtor of Overation Breadbasket. 


Jackson has led many civil rights demonstra- 
tions in the Chicago area and has consistantly adhered 


. to the non-violent approach of tne late Martin Luther 


King, Jr., while leading these Cemonstrations. Jackson 


' was with King on April hk, 1968, when King was assassinated 


at Memphis, Tennessee, and Jackson is currently on the 
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RE: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


a Public mews modi have renorted sneeches 
by Jackson in which he hus sooken out ugainst the 
war in Vietnam anc in particular against the par- 
ticivation of Negroes in this war. Jackson, through 
Operation Breadbasket, has orgunized several boy- 
cots of businesses by Negroes, 3electing as targets 
large coroorutions oserating in the Negro communities. 
He has frequently been successful in extracting agree- 
ments from these businesses to Aire nore Negro en- 
olofvees, nrovice quality goocs anc services at 
reasonable vrices, and utiiize Negro cwned and op- 
erated services and subcontrictors. 


On Juty 8, 1969, f& records of the pass- 
nort office, United States Deoartment of State, 
219° South Dearborn Street, Cnicigo,.were reviewed 
and these records disclose that to date Jackson has 
mace no anniicution to that’ ofrice for a pussport. 


Tne following is a cescrisotion of Jacksen: 


Nuve Jesse Louls Jackson 

Race Negro 

SEX ale 

Date of Birth October 8, 1941 

Place of S3irth Greenville, South 
Carolina 

Heirht 61" 

Weight , 22) sounds 

Hair : Biuck 

Eyes Brown 

Coarlexion Dark 

Mharscteristics dears imustache and 

: frequently wears 

Arrican-style- elotning 

Sducition Attended University 
of Illinois in 1960, 

me " graduated A and T 
415714 College, Greensboro, 
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5 - 1968 


= 


4 
r 7. 
° 
e.? 


11° copies of LHM dated 7/9/69 and 3 photos 


of subj.. 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
RM - MISCELLANEOUS 
(OO: CHICAGO) | 


CG file 157-953 3 ! 
Via CG airtel dated 7/9/69 


i 
as 
. 
$. 


I re a 


oe 


Ld mee oe 
yo -o=me, .4- €  o . 2 —— an 


“T's 


swish 
a4 
S) 


; 


+ 1% 


rd ‘es ‘¢ 


a 


4 


f 


tne a dre VK 


ze eth. ¥* . 


"4 d, 


2 


ees 
. 


+ 


| CONTAINED OW 
"et 


Tithe AES TR BE 5a ha SET SG TCS STIR ASCE RNS ORI RNS EDL CTPA EL ONE To ann 


POR RRES Ya PSs let ale ree 


ee oe ie 


fe PONE? 9 


nein soe i ih, me hap Sean 


é 


te » AP 
= *@ 


a 
oe. se 
$- ‘ 


t 
‘ 
4-4 
yi; 
is. 


dea i 


7 


% 
% .. — 
6. eo * ao 
3 OF 3 


‘ 
IFsse Léurs Jac SOW 


Vo i= is | len = 1} 


ALL a CONTAINED 


. al ? 


Hit... 
Rt 


(Rev. $-22-64) : . 
¢ 


FBI 
Date: 7/16/69 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


-1.-1-----------. 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHICAGO (157-953) (P) 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
RM-MISCELLANEOUS 


(00: CHICAGO) 


Enclosed for the Bur 
dated and captioned as abot 


i One copy each has aiso 
W*peen TurT fa Us secret Service, both Chicago, 
tg and Region 1, "113th. MI Group, Evanston; Illinois. 


* 
eae 


view of the fact that it contains information f 

ghly sensitive source, the unauthorized disclosure of: 
which could compromise its future effectiveness and thereby 
dversély effect the security pad the United States. . 


> (fG Ltr _ groins Ds URE, a 
ey 2 i oroue (a) Goze. (Encs. 4) ‘ / 57-616) 
© e 


tial source referred to in enclosed 
; Wag 
's The enclosed LHM has been classified cont Matsa 
in 
hi | 


LASSIFIED 


Wo 


2 - Chicago X15 


YFURMATION CONTAINED 
OY 


HEncii 


t 
= 


i 


DATE F0r.".s+--. 
HOW FORA: 


[( 


oe eww wwf 


&s=------- 


were ¥ 969% 


je] obs) Jec 
HM thea Sent 
Special Agent inCharge «47 ae usta 


co 157-953. 


e 4 ’ 
© Oem 
7 


Nane 

Race _—«i. 

Sex he 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes _ 
Complexion 
Characteristics 


‘Education 


Chicago | will follow.’ 


<. e 
‘ba 


* “ae OI abd AN: 2 Bue - eB pet-'-oS , ie ae 
« % e°. o~ a. = | «é4 yt hae 
sd o Gs $2 - Po wa - - 
Bee ty he ew gs ae oo ad 
. _* > . P ? 


bd >. 
i J -~ ‘ %- 


x, % 
° ° 7 oo ow” ™ . 
. . a = 4 ® ™ 
Te OP? eke S ak ee Cem as a ae 
* - *~« >* « % * = «? a 3 

. hel na ‘ 4 >*.* . ? . 

7 a « > < . e ih ; ae . 7 

~ s ¢ 


The following is a \ description of JACKSON: 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
Negro .§..: ss: 

Male =. <7: 

October 8, 1941 . 2 
Greenville, South Carolina ay 
6°11" eal 

220 pounds eee 
an eT 

Brown : : 

Dark - } 

Wears mustache and en 
wears African-style clothing . 
Attended University of -.- 
Illinois in 1960, graduated 

A and T College, Greensboro, 
North Carolina, 1964, attended 
Chicago  gecremtee Seminary, 
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_ 


FEDERAL WERE AL Cok INVEST OG. UTIOON 


die Bendy. ean Mee & | Chicago, Illinois 60604 
Hel 157-083 July 16, 1969 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


Operation Breadbasket is the economic branch 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
and was organized for the purpose of exposing and correcting 


economis: abuses suffered by Negroes and ghetto residents and 
by alleged discriminatory hiring practices. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
ot the FBI. It as the property of the FB] and is loaned 


to your agency; it and its contents are not tuo be distributed 
outside your apency. | 
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JESSk Late dhs PACKIZON 


SCLC is an Atlanta, Georgia, based nationally 
known civil roghts Orpanization. 


For a characterization of the BPP see the 
altached appencix paves. 


Copies of this Letterhead Memorandum are bern; 
furnished to the Jollowing agencies: 


United States Attorney, Chicazo, Jllinois 
United States Secret Service, Chicas, Pllinois 
kepion |, JPSth Maialitarv Pontelligpence Sorvice, 
Eeanston, Lbilbanois 


Orr Gy wae 


OL o PRIETO FRR Free D {RO AEE “Sy 
% 2 t a! . t g 


“ 
- , 
’ x > t 7 
, » 2 
. 
Ye | ¥ 4% 
’ bee 4 
i ‘ 
7." + Pe ,ae 
of , , _ 
>.» 4 ee. oY ‘ 
bb Ge | ore 3 
ae ee 2 , : 
eS ps - : 
g®* EN aD 
” . ¥ > . 
O:.% aa en. 
a Oe a ’ Ds 
Mor ene < viva’ 
ny 2 . f a 
aes 


: * Mow a « Myrna’ s . oe a : t 
ae ro wie 3 ® ’ ie 
eit Ba a : a . « _ ¥' Wht 

$ — = vs * gc | ‘ Md... a = rg ey Tey a “_ 

? & 3 xs “ee a : 


: se ‘ uy 
aby es - ret Te _ 
£5 ghee SEMA? 
Ri ee mich Be ae" ghee 


a _ Ke sates a “ae + 


oe | 4 
es Sa Bh -. Ste 


cy 
¥ 
“ye sae * ® 


JP Pp) Was 


Pty : * in a 


Hewat ne fi! nae ye ‘Of 
Te pire heat ‘Ke 
tH, and dUisiny. Goa te 


¥ oy 
a> 


Dis i te ‘tire i SC TES e*, i. c ae baticeeeet 4 roy eae 7 bia 
Hler rm comer tian: with the Ratt: 3 sa Okla A 2 


A ier 8 5 sa 


The otficrd news 5 pb pert” ie, 
‘sembes ‘selbas the’ Khek (aie haf eos {Tait tha 


acvecutes fhe use of puts cane sere. t tae tres in ifs Pevolutionsrve 
ofr fo end apprecsron of the Hirek Seite: Residents of the. hfhack 
% Guilty are arwed to apm themsetves onurinst the police whe are Con- 


sintentiy rererred te othe pruly! tenets rhs som sok whe should bos: killed 


nicdovh ” ; The Re: 


The Black Panther: : be’ . 1968. « ontarns $ cur 
vy Sal? Naas ler vob A ont ae oF tee Pity, ‘whic h 


ee rile 
ae. 


se. 


aes 
. 


er 


revel ever where® Antyoursctrs Ket RE OLTY f ulture wort! ir Ki 
ris ok a revolution ry culture, fe id ge “E 9 OTH cE Ver ywher . 


— aes 


cop 


Ge ee tee 


pies sae 


PIIekK Powe La us ma thy 


a sige RING 


+ 


Sc . 
mG ‘Tuuiest 10 


‘easy 


wee. } wt iy “net Os Iss 


ee be sent ” 
peace "4 atte ‘3 
/ ‘ eee ANY eh Y 
~ ae, ee mw es, 4° 
+ lhe ek yA ened wa eae eak = iF . 
nas Poe page 4 


Bian h: “Hin 


, “ ip ee is oe KIT ae wegen = x ewe vs oe sy rv ee: ¥ . 2 
aie : : eo : ; ne taes PD; ie . ; ee. Sieigametin o> annoy 9 SR - tty vheve f we 
ne aaa arrea bo ciel $2 mt siphdean Rete Oe sibel tere on emt s A ig tr SY it Sr RO RRB The! Meme pe «7 SRE ERR aA pee spear sing toe. <¢ scan 
Lat wa A ea eempiecenishe ce ? ; “ dip De alos 5 Re BGR St ee yan ¢ Ribas ae Rndiinieni a hh Pee eg? ns chal satonhi ey? - 
pre _ Ls pend? Oe Saale : eA Sse he I AAT RE HE 8 
~ - a Ama _ 2 b . = ee sw 
: yee ’ 1 . ~ nee sip “ae 
‘ mr = : “ 
ees 


Ms & = “oy ‘w + a 
oe wee on ASS ¢ . ie <a oe at 


oe 
: my . 
er eget ¢ a 
, “= ‘ , ‘ we ~ Rte “2 a oe “ oe a oS Oe, Sl satis , ; 
ot Feat at figs, AN = So es « Sey wry a “¢ ; . ~~ e ° r ‘ 
wee a Neovows eee eer ~ PAR Ems ne 
™y tte he aad * ete Bom Ry 
> LESTER Sang is " 
, ‘ t os . De Few rn 
% ; ‘ 
: 4 
ae) A tee 
in & 
+ one 
“v a . 
Pe ¥ 
* 
b~<nyentet 
: , 
- “i 


FD-366 (5-6-64) @ 
gre | UNIT, STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jt. CE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
August 7, 1969 
Chicago, Illinois 


"He Ne. Bureau 157-6760 
Chicago 157-953 


SUBJECT: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


/ 
REFERENCE: Memo dated July 16, 1969 V1 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 


address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified) : | 


Residence: 6725 South Ridgeland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 


Employment: 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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ec a 157-0 7b0- 


NOT RECORDED” 
1S AUG 11 19869 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and 
Q At Cre {56 gaa it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ihe Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, here : 
\ indicated, explain this deletion. 
Deleted under exemption(s) b7 Cc 


with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Informatioa pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[] For your information: 


\, The following number ie to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


IS7- 6460-] 3 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 
FOR ° iS! PAGE 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New Yow 
Sunday News (New York) 
New York Post 
The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) 
The Daily World 
The New Leader 
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer 
People’s World 
Examiner (Washington) 
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson uses a police micro 
" in an attempt to quiet demonstrators on the 


in Chicago. 


University of Hlinois’ Circle Campus 
Jackson and four others were later arrested. 
, ” QuetntineD ; 
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OCT 151969 © p 
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DEFERRED 10715-6959 EOM 
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@ 
JESSE LOUIS JACKSON. RM. OO CHICAGO. 


ADVISED INSTANT DATE W/M, RESIDING 
Ris FS» ARRESTED 


THIS DATE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT AS RESULT OF ALLEGED 
THREAT BQ TO KILL REVEREND JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR, OPERATION BREADBASKE Tg 

ALLEGEDLY TELEPHONED THREAT TO OPERATION BREADBASKET 

OFFICE AT THREE SIX SIX EAST FOUR SEVEN ST., CG, 

STATING HE HAD WHITE AND BLACK FRIENDS WHO HAD GUNS 

AND IF JACKSON DID NOT STOP TALKING AGAINST VIETNAM WAR 

THEY WOULD KILL HIM. (MMMMBIDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS 

VIETNAM WAR VETERAN AND FURSNIEHD IDENTITY AND RESIDENCE 

ADDRES$ TO PERSON RECEIVING ete My / ON 14 
BORA SIQUEVER» HE HAS BEEN ORDERED 5 p15 7—6760 - 


nee ae oe 
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“a PSYCHIATRIC EXAMINATION. 


415694. Wecrurmen 
END PAGE 
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PAGE Two 69¢,67D 


Wee >vse0 POLICE OFFICERS HAVE BEEN 


ASSIGNED TO*GUARD JACKSON BECAUSE OF INSTANT THREAT 
AND BECAUSE OF OTHER ALLEGED ANONYMOUS THREATS 
RECEIVED BY JACKSON. 
MILITARY ADVISED. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CG FOLLOWING. 
USA AND SECRET SERVICE WILL BE ADVISED BY LHM. 
INASMUCH AS TELEPHONE CALL INTRASTATE NO FEDERAL 
VIOLATION EXISTS. 
END 
MKA 


FBI WASH DC 
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a Date: 10/16/69 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, CHICAGO (157-953) 


SUBJECT: JESSE LOUIS OCACKSON 


RM 
0O: CHICAGO 


Re Chicago teletype to Bureau, dated 10/15/69. “3 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an iJ 
LHM dated and captioned as above. One copy each has b duc 
ih 


SS | 


PS 
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been furnished to the United States Attorney, and Uni 
States Secret Service, both Chicago and to Region I, 
/ S / 113th Military Intelligence Group, Evanston, Illinok& 
ht r 
C/ ) 


Inasmuoh as the telephone call threatening 
the life of JACKSON was an intrastate call, no federal 
violation exists. 


Chicago will follow and keep the Bureau - 
advised. sod aad 
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MAC ities e - 415695 


- Bureau (Encls. 11) | 
- Chicago 
je (1 = 157-2520) (OPERATION BREADBASKET) 
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(1 - 157-413) | 
105-16238) (SCLC) el 6 o- 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Seal 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago, Illinois 
we October 16, 1969 
File Ne. CG 157-953 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


advised | a white male, residing at 

Chicago, Ijlinois, was arrestec 
on Ti > 10r_aasorderly conduct as a result of an 
alleged threat to kill the Reverend Jesse ' 

ackson, National Director of Operation Breadbasket. 
Gib ec, telephoned the threat to the Operation 
eadbasket Office, at 366 East 47th Street, Chicago, 

Illinois, stating he had white and black friends who 


had guns and if Jackson did not stop ainst 
the Viet Nam war, they would kill hi identi- 
fied himself as a Viet Nam war veteran and furnished 


his name and residence address to the person receiving 
the call. 


sae 


was released on bond, however, he has 
been ordered to submit to a psychiatric examination. 


Operation Breadbasket is the ecomonic program 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCICL). 


Rs icc, 1b7 
been assig ® son because of this threat 


and because of other aaieers SSonreoue threats received 
by Jackeys. 


415696 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It 
is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Re: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


One copy of this communication is being 
furnished to the following agencies: 


United States Attorney 
Chicago, Illinois 


United States Secret Service 
Chicago, Illinois si 


Region I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, 
Evanston, Illinois. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Liz 


|Ite is our pleasure to send you 
the enclosed interview with Jesse 


@ jackson, reprinted from the Novem 
‘ber issue of PLAYBOY Magazine. 
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We would be delighted to hear -- 
and would certainly value -- any 


comments you have concerning this 
interview which we might use in 
r Letters to the Editor colum. 


Sincerely, 
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Publishing Company 


919 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611 


J. Edgar Hoover 
4936 30th Place 


Washington, D.C. 415678 


FIRST CLASS S7-4 had ?./C- 


PLAYBOY INTERVIEW: 
@ candid conversation with the frery heir apparent to martin luther king 


In the 19 months since ik murder of 

artin Luther King, only one man 

s emerged as a likely heer to the slain 

der’s pre-eminent position in the civil 

ights movement: Jesse Louis Jackson, 
ithe 27-year-old ‘economic director of 
King’s Southern Christian Leadership 
‘Conference. The Reverend Jackson's first 
national exposure, im fact, came as @ 
vesult of his closeness to Dr. King. He 
was talking to King on the porch of the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis when the 
fatal shot was fired and cradled the dy- 
sng man in his arms. The very next day, 
et a Chicago City Council meeting, 
Mayor Richard Daley read a eulogy that 
pledged a “commitment to the goals for 
which Dr. King stood.” The Reverend 
Jackson had flown in from Memphis 
without sleep to attend the ceremony; he 
stood up in a sweater stained with Dr. 
King's blood end shouted to the as- 
_ sembled Chicago political establishment, 
“His blood is on the hands of you who 
would not have welcomed him here 
yesterday.” 

That gesture demonstrated both the 
militant indignation and the dramatic 
fair that mark Jackson's charismatic 
style. The New York Times has written 
that he “sounds a little like the late 
Reverend Martin Luther King end a 
litle luke a Black Panther.” It added 
that “almost everyone who has seen Mr. 
Jackson in operation acknowledges that 
he is probably the most persuasive black 
leader on the national scene.” 

Jeckson’s personality is possibly even 
more sm tune with the present black 


3: 


an ovidential way of seeing our ley 
t we are missionaries sent from Af- 
shia 0 God #6 40g Gor kanes sed We 


ome 


ESSE JACKSON 


mood than Dr. King's was, because, as 
Richard Levine pointed out in Harper's, 
“Dr. King was middle-class Atlanta, but 
Jesse Jackson was born in poverty in 
Greenville, South Carolina.” Jackson calls 
himself a “country preacher,” but he 
combines his down-home style with «a 
sharp intellect. He attended the Unwer- 
sity of Illinois for one year but dropped 
out in 1960 to attend the Agricultural 
and Technical College of North Carolina 
sn Greensboro, where the first black sit-in 
had taken place earlier that year. He was 
an honor student, quarterbacked the foot- 
ball team and organized civil rights dem- 
onstrations. After graduation, Jackson 
went North to study at the Chicago 
Theological Seminary, where he devoted 
most of his extracurricular time to local 
civil rights work. 

Jt was Dr. King himself who originally 
spotted Jackson's leadership potential dur- 
ing a massive cruil rights drive in Chicago 
in the summer of 1966 and appointed 
him to head all of SCLC’s economic 
projects in the North. In the three years 
since that appoiniment, Jackson has 
concentrated most of his efforts on the 
Chicago-based project called Operation 
Breadbasket and made that pilot pro- 
gram the most impresstve demonstration 
of black economic and political power in 
the United States. Breadbasket's organi- 
zattonal methods are now being applied 
under Jackson’s guidance in 15 cities 
ranging from Los Angeles to Brooklyn. 

The project's primary goals are to create 
jobs for blacks and to encourage them to 


“Whether we ere ; cold Operation Bread- 
basket or Panthers or niggers, we know 
who the is. We'll gain freedom by 


are the only group in the world with the hang work ait to dis for it than the 
—__power-se-rodiveet-she-destiny-of America —slavrmaster is to dir to heep us enslaved.” 
nagrinet fo tht Noni 198 lene o crv egg, Coprigh © te by nan Publishing Co. Inc. br-b reg 


own end operate businesses. Boycotteng, 
or the threat of #, is Breadbashet’s most 


potent weapon. The effectiveness of this 
technique was most evident in @ breah- 
through victory over the huge Atlentic 
and t Pacific Tea Company, which eper- 
ates 40 stoves im Chicago's black 
To avoid the fmancial loss that a boycott 
would have camed, the A & P signed « 
pact guaranteemg jobs for blacks end 
the distributes of black products on 
A & P shelves. As Business Week re- 
ported in a story ebout Operation Bread- 
basket, “Nationally, the organization's 
efforts have remlied in about 5000 jobs 
and $40,000,000 in annual salaries to 
Negroes. Bat the Chicago campeign 
[against A & Pj represents Breadbasket’s 
most significant victory, for i is the big- 
gest settlement with a chain in @ single 
city, and set @ precedent for other food- 
chain negotiations across the country.” 
The A & P pect was especially signifi- 
cant because—m eddition to a guaren- 
tee of over 700 jobs for blacks and mar- 
keting more black businessmen’s products 
—the company elso agreed to use blech- 
owned janiuorial and exterminating com- 
panies in sts ghetto stores, to bank in 
black-owned banks, to advertise in black 
media and to have black construction 
firms build its ghetto stores. Monthly 
meetings between rvepresentatwes of 
A & P and Breadbasket are désigried to 
assure that the company is not shirk- 
ing. On the personal level, sensitivi 
seminars attended by A & P executives 
attempt to awaken management to the 


has divided the lower 
class. We should define ourselves by our 


“False racial pride 


economic position end shift the fight 
from e confrontation of poor black ws. 
poor white to one of have end have not.” 
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existence and effects of prejudice. yo 


agreements have been signed with mor 
than half of .all the major food distribu- 
tors in the ghetto. 

The Reverend Jackson created an even 
more far-reaching program last spring, 
when he initiated the Illinois Hunger 
Campaign. Believing that hunger is the 
wee ssoae- thal could uniteibe black and 
ane pyv, Jackson led @ caravan to all 
of the poverty areas of Illinois, ending 
with demonstrations at the state capitol 
sn Springheld. The pressure this exerted 
on the Illinois legislature was s0 great that 
a planned cut of $125,000,000 in welfare 
funds was restored at @ time when New 
York and California were making sizable 
cuts in their welfare payments. An tm- 
passioned appeal by Jackson, from the 
steps of the capitol building, inspired e 
bill to provide school lunches for all of 
the needy children in the state. Jackson 
also extracted a promise from the state 
legislature to prevail on Washington for 
special surplus-food allotments for the 
poor. The Illinois Hunger Campaign wes 
concetved by Jackson as an extension of 
the Pour Peoples’ Campaign begun by 
Dr. King, and there are plans for similar 
efforts in other states next year. 

No matter what his other commit- 
ments may be, Jackson always attends 
the Saturday-morning meeting of Opera- 
tion Breadbasket. The location has been 
changed three times this year, because the 
congregation continually outgrows tts 
premises, and Breadbasket presently re- 
sides in @ 600u-seat movie theater on 
Chicago’s South Side. The lobby of the 
theater is filled with tables displaying 
bleck merchandise, and the auditorium 
stself is hung with signs that exhort the 
gathering to BUY BLACK PRODUCTS and 
USE BLACK sERvicES. The first hour of 
the meeting is devoted to Gospel music by 
the Operation Breadbasket orchestra and 
choir, interspersed with the business for 
the week—either boycotts or special “buy- 
ins.” prayBoy's Associate Articles Editor, 
Arthur Kretchmer, who conducted this 


_interview with Jackson, describes the re- 


mainder of a recent meeting. 

“After Breadbasket’s projects were out 
of the way, a frail old lady, whose face 
was ravaged by time and much else, was 
given the stage. In a quiet voice, end 
with great dignity, she briefly described 
the humiliation she had suffered during 
an interview with e welfare worker the 
previous week. Then she said she had 
come to the meeting to gain the strength 
that would enable her to block her door 
sn ihe future. ‘They can starve me,’ she 
said, ‘but I'll die before they come back 
with their damn forms end their damn 
questions.’ With that, she slowly raised 
her fist in the black-power salute and the 
audience gave her the most sympathetic 
ovation I’ve ever heard. 

“Then Jackson wes introduced—end 
greeted by ten minutes of standing, clep- 
ping, stamping love. He is a big man 


an imperial manner. The head is 
ne and the facial expression at once 
and sullen. He wes dressed, like « 
fod black emperor, in a brilliantly 
colored dashiki, beli-bottom jeans end 
high-top country shoes. Biologist Desmond 
Morris has written that a leader never 
scrabbles, twitches, fidgets ov falters, end 
Jackson quslifies. For over an hour, he 
delivered @ passionate sermon that de- 
scribed the black man’s plight in white 
society. It was filled with street talk, 
down-home slang and quotations from the 
Bible—but its effect was Greek tragedy 
with soul. 

“The sermon was punctuated by piano 
and organ riffs similar to a rhythm sec- 
tion's backing of @ good jaz soloist. 
Halfway into an eloquent plea that 
blacks not waste their energy fighting 
among themselves, he called on one of 
the choir members, Sister Theresa, to 
sing ‘I Can See the Promised Land, 
because ‘I need it,’ he said. At one point 
in the sermon, he paused, clearly ex- 
hausted, and turned to the audience to 
say, ‘Yes, I'm tired.’ An old woman's 
voice called out, ‘Take care of him, 
Lord. We need him too bad for You to 
let him die.’ 

“Everyone around Jackson is acutely 


_@ware of his poor health. He has suffered 


this year from traces of sickle-cell anemia 
and assorted viruses brought on by 
lowered resistance. He's been hospital- 
ized a half-dozen times bu never missed 
@ Saturday at Breadbasket. It is common 
for @ parishioner to greet him with, 
‘Hello, Reverend Jesse. Are you taking 
your medicine?’ 

“After Jackson finished the service, the 
Operation Breadbasket orchestra played 
a dozen choruses of a syncopated, soulful 
‘We Shall Overcome,’ while all 6000 
people in the audience—a number of 
whom were white—stood holding hands 
and swaying back and forth in one of 
the oldest, most moving rituals of the 
cwil rights struggle. The effect of the 
morning was catharsis and rejuvenation. 
I don't think anyone who entered the 
theater that morning could heave left 
without shedding some of the despair 
that seems to be afflicting the black liber- 
ation movement. 

“A few moments later, I had @ com- 
pletely different, but indelible, impres- 
sion of Jackson's impact. I was weiting 
to see him im @ small dressing room. He 
was vesting in an armchair, talking to « 
very pretty, shy black girl of about 20 
who was standing near him. She said to 
him, with some embarrassment, ‘Rever- 
end, I just want to tell you how much 
you mean to ell of us.’ He slowly raised 
his head and said, ‘Hell, that’s just a lot 
of talk. If I was really important to you, 
you'd take pity on my old. tired body 
end invile me home, so your momma 
could fix a fine meal for me.’ She was 
immediately flustered and ssid, ‘Oh, Rev- 
erend. You're just having fun with me, 


Y ‘t mean it. You woulén'trcomt 

7 ouse.’ He looked at her with a 
pression that he couldn't quite 

pe from turning to e emile and 

ssid, ‘You tell your momma I'm 

some 


over Thursday sight. Tell her to do 
fixin’.’ She looked at him, t 

tell if he weve serious, end 
d, her 

jaw dro 

‘Would 

come? If you do, 

edmission at the door. A half « dollar 

see you and «a dollar to touch yeu!’ 

Jackson looked at the girl 


me, laughing his appreciation. 4 


on those rare occasions when he's in the — 


city, Jackson is well taken cave of by his 
beautiful 25-year-old wife, Jacqueline— 
and harassed by his three energetic 
children.” 

Because of Jackson's heavy schedule, 
Kretchmer couldn't get enough time with 
him until both took refuge in @ rural 
retreat where the “country preacher” wes 
free to explore at length the militant 
new mood of the black struggle and his 
own role in it. Since Dr. King’s death 
had seemed for many to signal the end 
of the nonviolent phase of the civil 
rights movemen(—e philosophy Jeckson 
continues to champion—the interview be- 
gan with that topic. 


PLAYBOY: Though the mood of blacks has 
changed markedly since the death of 
Martin Luther King, are you still com- 
mitted, as Dr. yen degedter <oc\inegmmamm 
as the only way to win racial justice 
JACKSON: We will be as ies ws 
we can be and as violent as we must be. 
We should not choose violence first, be- 
cause it is an inhumane way of dealing 
with problems. We also do not haye the 
prt tense tathd << agd ass gh 
can power structure. There's no sense in 
facing tanks with a 22 pistol. Our Grcum- 
stances and terrain would not give us the 
freedom to use a violent strategy. The 
ghettos are built like a military sockade. 
America never needs to actually come 
in. The lights can be turned off, the water 
shut off and the food supply sopped. We 
could be eliminated in the ghetto without 


JACKSON: I am just pointing out that there 
is a strong pragmatic case for nonviolence. 
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ghetto leads to suffering—but mostly . eee at him. He wheeled 


blacks, not whites. 


Do you think the white middle class is 
wrong to be concerned about protecting 


its pomessions? 
sacasOvrT Wat property wsunily belongs to 
wiacks, not whites. It is the ghetto resident 
whose home is robbed, sometimes two or 
three times in the same month. Black 
crimes against property are the result of 
tion. I said earlier that a man will 
steal before he starves. Black crime is 
crime because of need; whites commit 
crimes of greed. Black folks do not set 
up elaborate kidnapings for a million- 
ransom. The financial value of 
all of the property cimes committed by 
blacks in ome year doesn’t equal the 
money lost in the famous saladoil swin- 
. Blacks are not out for a big score; 
are out to stay alive. And when he's 
t, the black man can’t afford bail 


probably crippled by the system, he 
more time than whites inside the 

, where he is further destroyed 
it. His criminality is molded by the 
state. I was especially aware of 
is in the South, where I grew up. The 
oe were an absolute power; they were 
merely enforcers of the law; they 
were the law. They could do anything 
they wanted, because the judges and the 


legal system were thoroughly racist. 
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-—— —- FATBOY: Do you have Quy recollections 


of personal confrontations with the po- 
lice when you were young? 
3ACKSON: I remember that they seemed 
to get a kick out of breaking down the 
front door if you didn’t answer quickly 
When i was.a little kid, we'd 

run and hide under the house at the 
sight of a police car. Later on, they 
locked us up for things like vagrancy or 
cursing. In time, they would kill a few of 
the guys I grew up with, and it was 
always “in the line of duty.” There were 
ease humorous incidents, too. One cop 
in Greenville, South Carolina, became 
famous for locking up a black man for 
“reckless eyeballing’; he had been star- 
ing at a white woman about 100 feet 
away. And I remember we weren't al- 
lowed ww stand around the store win- 
dows while they were changing clothes on 
the white store dummies. My Northern 
friends get a big kick out of that, but it’s 
svmbolic of the awesome pattern of South- 
em oppression. 

iy own most frightening experience, 
though, didn’t involve a policeman. There 
was a sore on our street run by a white 
man named Jack. The customers were all 
black, and it was a comfortable 
Jack used to play with us kids all the time, 
and we'd run errands for him. One day, I 
went in and the store was full of 
but I was in a big hurry, the kind of hur- 
ry a six-year-old is always in. I said, “Jack, 
I'm late. Take care of me.” He didn’t 


mnd and emched a .45 from a 
enelf with ome huad and kneeled down to 
grab my arm é his other fst. Then he 
put the pistol against my head and, knead- 
ing my black am in his white fingers, 
said, “Goddammm is! Don’t you ever whistle 
at me agaff&yee hear?” I didn’t think he 
was really guimg to shoot me, even then; 
the thing dhat got to me was that none 
of the black peuple in the store did or said 


anything. My mmapression of the super- 


power of whiaes t0 do absolutely anything 
they want and get away with it right in 
the middle of Bilacks was a traumatic ex- 
perience that I've never recovered from. 
PLAYBOY: Ave amth experiences for blacks 
stil] part of she Southern heritage? 
JACKSON: Yes, bet less frequently, and I 
think Dr. Kimg is the reason for the 
change. The significance of his movement 
can be seen amily against a Southern back- 
ground. He taught us that even if the po- 
lice—the law—eny you can’t sit down, sit 
down anyway. Ie most communities until 
then, there werem’: five men who had that 
kind of courage. He challenged us to stand 
up to the palice we used to run from. In 
Montgomery, Alabama, the cradle of the 
Confederacy, he rose up and declared that 
black men desesve their full rights of man- 
hood. There wam't enough money to buy 
him, and herve weren't enough jails to 
hold him. Death isself isn’t enough to stop 
black men from being free, for crucifixion 
leads to resurrection. 

PLAYEOY: Onc af the seeming ironies of 
the civil rights movement is that while 
the Southerm black has gone far toward 
winning freedom, the ghetto black in the 
North is én am increasingly frustrated 
mood. How do yeu explain this? 
JACKSON: ‘The Southern movement ful- 
filled some of the hopes it raised. We 
achieved our goals in the bus boycotts 
and the freedom rides. The public- 
accommodatsem and voting-rights bills 
were passed. We haven't had correspond- 
ing success gm the North. The Northern 
black has screw some progress, but his 
advancememt deesn’t compare with the 
advancement of white society. The econ- 
omy quadruples while blacks creep along 
with unemployment as high as $5 and 40 
percent in some black communities. When 
the white unemployment rate was 20 per- 
cent in 1988, m was a Depression that 
required masaive aid. But the black unem- 
ployment rate is ignored. 

The mos frustrated are those who 
have worked harden but remain unre- 
warded. A biack man in Chicago with a 
mastes's earns less than a white 
man With a high school diploma. You 
can’t tell a mam who has been to college 


And the Northern black is more frustrat- 
ed because the indifference of white colo 
nialism in the North is more vicous than 
the paternaliam of the South. The North- 


Thteert. 
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fee] that’s true? 
SACKSON: That's abeurd. 


a kes 


The 


: 


expressions of the unheard. The ni 
are the mass of black people who invest 
hard labor on nasty chores—they 
floor cleaners, shoeshine boys, nen 
attendants—and they find that they 


My grandmother has lived through 
President from 1900 to 1969, and the 
sum total of their grass-roots programs 
has not been able to teach her the 2% 
letters of the alphabet. Riots do not 
solve problems, but they indicate what 
these problems are. It is the res 

ity of an aching man to tel] the truth 
about his pain. It isn’t to his advantage 
to give the appearance of happiness when 
he is hurting. In the past, we passively 
accepted the immoral acts of white soc- 
ety to prove that we were nice,, decent 
folks, but that was our foolishness. Black 
folks assumed that Pharaoh was going to 
help them simply because it was the right 
thing to do. Now we know that Pharaoh's 
commitment is to property, not to per 
sons. He must be made to do the right 
thing. 

piaysoy: It has been alleged by 
observers, however, that the riots 

kind of death wish on the part 

JACKSON: It’s true that there 

young generation an inclinati 

nihilism. To challenge a 

quarters with a handful of bricks is 
suicidal act, but it is also a blow 
freedom. What the riots really reveal 
the beastliness and sadism of white poli 
Nearly all of the people who died in ni 
were blacks killed by whites 

dictate that nickels and dimes are 
important than fiesh and blood. 
PLAYBOY: There are whites who say that 
activists such as yourself foster the riots, 
that without you, there'd be racial peace. 
JACKSON: White folks don’t want peace; 
they want quiet. The price you pay 
peace is justice. Until there is justice, 
there will be no peace or quiet. 

pLravaoy: At the time of Dr. King’s death, 


415682 


Eldridge; it comes from America's tradi- 


SACKSON: No. The competition to non- _ of the technique of military defense, has x 


a desperate mood into existence. 


‘violence does not come from Stokely or @ appreciate the feelings that brought 


tions. It comes from little children seeing 
cowboys solve their moral problems by 
killing. The competition to nonviolence 
comes from the military draft, with its 
nine weeks’ training on how to kill. The 
trouble is that nonviolence is so often 
defined wf ?@fusal to Gight-Sné-that is the 
American defiriition of cowardice. In 
fact, marching unarmed agafhst the guns 
and dogs of the police requires more 
courage than docs aggremion. The per- 
\erted idea of manhood cofning from the 
barrel of a gun is what keeps people from 
understanding nonviolence. 

miaveor: If your life were endangered, 
could you use a gun? 

sacxson: Yes. Nonviolence does not de- 
mand that one develop an absolute, uni- 
versal commitment to pacifism. That old 
notion of being in a dark alley and hav- 
ing a man step out with a gun does not 
apply. Of course, I am going to do 
whatever I must to get rid of the man 
end his gun. I preach nonviolence be- 
cause it’s the better alternative. In that 
alley, there «ts no alternative. But peace 
is the alternative eo war, and nonvio- 
lence should be seen as the antidote to 
violence, not simply as its opposite. Non- 
violence is more concerned with saving 
life than with saving face. It is the most 
sensible way to combat white society's 
military oppression of blacks. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think white Americ is 
actually waging war on black America? 
sacxson: Yes, it's a war. Sometimes it's 
waged by a white army in full mili- 
tary gear, as any weapons count among 
special riot police would show. But it's 
also a war of attrition, a siege, in which 
the violence takes other forms. To me, 
violence is starving a child or maintain- 
ing a mother on insufficient welfare. Vio- 
lence is going to school 12 years and 
getting five years’ worth of education. 
Violence is $0,000,000 hungry in the 
most abundant nation on earth. White 
America must understand that men will 
steal before they starve, that if there is a 
choice of a man’s living or dying, he will 
choose to live, even if it means other 
men die. These are human reactions, 
and we cannot assume that black pec 
are going to be anything less than human. 
PLAvBOY: Is there a point at which you 
. feel violence would be justified? 
JACKSON: If I saw that there was no other 
way for us to be liberated, yes. 

PLAYBOY: For many white people, the most 
disturbing incident of potential black vio 
lence this year was portrayed by a news 
picture of armed students at Cornell. 
What do you think about their use of 


* 
SACKSON: They didn’t use them, except . 
in the symbolic sense of warning groups 


: yeoy: Another group 


that has en- st.™ <0, that America is a police state? 
dorsed violence as a tactic is the Black 4ACKSON: For black men, it 

Panthers, which J. Edgar Hoover has 
called “the greatest threat among the 
black extremist groups to the internal 
security of the United States.” Do you 
support the Panthers? 

SACKSON: I’m very sympathetic to the 
Panthers. They are the logical result of 
the white man’s brutalization of blacks. 
The remarkable thing about them is that 
they have not conducted any military of- 
fenses. They have not gone to downtown 
America to shoot up whiteowned stores. 
The Panthers are a defense for justice, 
just as the Ku Klux Klan is an offense 
for injustice. That's a qualitative differ- 
ence between picking up a gun to keep 
from being brutalized and picking up a 
gun to inflict brutality. As far as Mr. 
Hoover's opinion goes, I don’t think that 
his perspective is relevant when it comes 
to the problems that are facing this s- 
ciety—which is surprising. when you con- 
sider all the good information he gets. 
He certainly knows what I'm thinking 


will gain our freedom by being more 
willing to die for it than the slavemaster 
is to die to keep us enslaved. 

MAYBOY: Do you with the contro- 
versial Panther demand that all 
prisoners be released from prison? 
JACKSON: Yes, but there are probably some 
black men who have been so broken 
whoee lives have been so twisted that they 
would be dangerous to all other men,-: 
both black and white, and I suppose 
they should not be released from con- 


| tapping and other surveillance methods 


» about and talking about mos of the time. 


PLAYBOY: Does the FBI keep you under 
surveillance? 

JACKSON: Yes. It's admitted tapping Dr. 
‘King’s phone, and I wed to speak with 
him at least twice a week. The persons 
he spoke with were also frequently 
tapped, and I don’t imagine they've 
untapped me, as my activities have in- 
creased since his death. But anything 
they've heard me say, if they come 
around. I'll be glad to repeat out loud to 
them. I want to add that I consider Mr. 
Hoover himself to be one of the greatest 
threats to our national security. His wire 


genuine rehabilitation would replace de- 
tention. But just as the black community 
is a colony of white Ameria, and those 
of us within that q@iony should be lib 
erated, s0 should those of us who have 
been especially victimized by the vicious- 
ness of the colonial rules, and tried by 
the white slavemaster, be released. All 
of the black community should be liber- 
ated, and that includes those behind 
steel bars as well as those behind eco 
momic and social bars. 

PLAYBOY: The subject of black crime pre- 
occupies white America and, in the opin- 
ion of some commentators, helped‘ elect 
Richard Nixon President. Many whites 
feel that their fears of black crime are 
completely justified, particularly in the 
light of your previous statement that black 
prisoners should be freed. How would 


violate the principles of democracy. The 
FBI director doesn’t account to anyone, 
not even to the Attorney General; and, 
in reality, he heads what is very nearly a 


‘mayeoy: Aren't you really saying, “Get 


secret police. 

It’s on this subject of abusive police 
power that the Panthers are profound. 
No white community in Americ has a 
majority of black police, but black com- 
munities are militarily occupied by white 
police. The Panthers are right to say ou 


you respond to that? 

SacKsOn: The Crime Commission ap 
pointed by Lyndon Johnson showed that 
most black crime is against blacks. The 
white folks who exploit us are as safe 
as a baby in a womb. The black man's 
hostility comes from the deprivation and 
frustration and tension of the ghetto. 
Most people handle that hostility aur- 
prisingly well; and those who don’t, take 
it out on the nearest target—other blacks. . 
Another reason black men hurt other 
black men is that the punishment is 
less than when you hurt a white man. 
The price for hostility against whites & ~ 
too high. To talk back to a white bos is to 
be fired. And to make violent gestures 
against white people is to invite instant 
death. So the hostility that is bred in the 


the white police should be gotten out, 
just as the Americans were right in say- 
ing, “Get the Redooats out.” We are 
saying, “Get the bluecoats out.” 


the white bluecoats out”? 

SACKSON: No. We don’t want white blue- 
coats, but we don’t want black bluecoats, 
either. We don’t want to be policed by 
a supreme white authority, even if the 
agents of the authority are black. We're 
saying that the black community should 


enany blacks said that white America he? 
lost its last chance to solve the 
problem without destroying itelf. D. 
you think that’s true? 


ill people fighting with hope. 
not yet damned this country, 
though one may wonder how long the 
wicked will prosper. America at this point 
ss the most violent nation in the world. 
PLAYBOY: Isn’t that a cliché? Don’t other 
mations have wars and assassinations? 


revolutionary movement for liberation 
from tyranny. Wherever there is a rebel- 
bon, our conservative industrialists are 
helping to end it, whether it's in Angola 
or Venezuela. Any place we buy oil or 
rubber, or sell a little ‘Coca-Cola and 
chewing gum, we've got to protect the 
old order. We spend $900 per second to 
kill the Yiet Cong but only $77 per person 
per year to feed the hungry at home. We 
maintain soldiers in 20 countries around 
the world, yet we always talk about the 
Russian threat or the Chinese threat. 
China does not have a standing army out- 
ade of China; Russia has two. Yet we as 
gume that someone's after us, that the 
“free world” is threatened simply because 
people want the chance to control their 
own economic market so they can partici- 
te in the world decision-making order. 
don’t want to go Communist or to 
crush democracy; they just want to enc! 
their serf status; and that's all blacks 
want here at home. 
PLAYBOY: It might scem incongruous to 
some that you can make this sweeping 
indictment of America, an indictment 
that could easily serve as the lead para- 
graph in one of SDS’ revolutionary pam- 
ets, and yet, as economic director of 
SCLC and leader of Operation Breadbas- 
ket, you are ing blacks who clearly 
want to buy into the Amenican dream. 
SACKSON: It's very simple. For all its 
faults, America is the only country with 
the capacity to save the world, even at 
the very moment that we seem bent on 
destroying it. We can produce more 
food,. medicine, trained and educated 
people than anyone else. We try to ex- 


OV” vias 
Og A ae in India, heal 

e sickness in Africa. But the tragedy is 
that we are as close to destroying the 
world as we are to saving it. We spent 
78.4 billion dollars to kill this year but 
only 12 billion to heal. Those who are 
ee now, must 

e a decision before the opportunity 
passes fogever. 
PLAYBOY: Are you encouraged by the 
young white radicals who seem deter- 
mined to change America's value system? 
SACKSON: The issues that move them are 
qualitatively different from the ones that 
concern blacks. Many of the radical 
whites say that materialism is no good, 
that one must seek a new level of spirit- 
ualism. Well, we lived for years with 
spiritualism but without any material- 
ism. Now we'd like to try to balance the 
two. Many of the young whites are living 
on the prerogatives of the materialism 
they shun. They confront their school in 
the winter, but in the summer, they go 
off to Sweden or Hawaii. Their discus 
sions of America’s corruption take place 
over steaks. They spend $5000 a year to 
attend the schools they shut down. We 
often have the same moral ideals, but 
the perspective is very different. 

I have also been disappointed that we 
were unable to get any mass help from 
young whites on the hunger caravan 
we recently concluded in Illinois. The 
students were so radical that feeding 
siarving people didn’t constitute revolu- 
tion to them, because “a man needs to 
do more than eat.” But while they were 
saying that, they were eating very well. 
To us, they tend to be superfluous. 
PLAYBOY: Weren't the strikes at both Har- 
vard and Columbia concerned mainly 
with accusations by white students that 
those schools abuse the black community? 
JACKSON: I do not mean to condemn 
their creative protests. They accurately 
refiect Jesus’ position that man cannot 
live by bread alone. They come from 
houses with boats and cars and more 
money than they can spend, yet they find 
their lives empty. There is beauty in 
their hearing the heartbeats of other 
humans. What I'm saying is that there is 
a lack of depth in their protest, in terms 
of the black community's real and imme- 
diate needs. But I think I must reserve 
judgment on those whites who are living 
off the prerogatives of wealth. If they are 
legitimately concerned, they will] take 
what Daddy leaves and pay back some of 
that money in reparations to blacks. 
PLAYBOY: Do you agree with James For- 
man’s proposal that the churches pay 
reparations to blacks? 

SACKSON: Yes, and eventually the demands 
will not be limited to the churches. The 
black community in America is an under- 

nation, a victim of America’s 
cold war against her own black people. 


‘In that war, all of our supply lines 


have been cut—educational, commercial, 
political and psychological. We've been 


SACKSON: The demands are perfectly seri- 
ous. If they were met, it would mean a 
great step toward unifying the two sepa- 
rate and unequal societies that the 
Kerner Commission described after it 
studied the Newark and Detroit riots. 
The point is that SCLC and I are not 
naive enough to think that the business 
men who control the assets of 

tions, labor unions and churches will | 
voluntarily act from some inner moral 
impetus. America’s god is money. God is 
‘your ultimate concern, what give 
‘maximum sacrifice for, what you will die | 
{for. God is what you worship. The Amer- 
;ican ideal is maximum profit and mini- 
;mum person; there is no impulse to share 
jthe wealth, to raise up those less fortu- 
inate. What counts is the name on the 
front of the building. Well, I say what 
counts are the hands that do the work 
inside. 

PLAYBOY: Isn't money also one of Opera- 
‘tion Breadbasket's major as 
|SACKSON: Yes. It's a concern use it's 
(2 reality. But the essential purpose of Op- 
‘eration Breadbasket is to have blacks con- 
‘trol the basic resources of their community. 
| We want to control the banks, the crades, 
‘the building construction and the educa- 
tion of our children. This desire on 


income that belong to black people. 


programs are dictated by priva 

enterprise economy in which we find our- 
selves. In my heart, however, I know that 
the entire system is a corruption. To me, 
the earth belongs to everybody; it’s just a 
very successful rumor white folks have 
going that the earth belongs to them. 
The earth is the Lord’s and ao man 
qreates anything that didn’t come fom — 
other things that God put here. No man 
really takes anything away, either. No 
man can claim that he made soil or wool 
or milk. White folks can make airplanes, 
but they can’t make mountains. They 
can make syrup but not water. Geness 
says that the Lord created the earth and 
everything therein and gave man, not 


white man, dominion over it and created 
= dominion suficient for everyone to be 
abie to survive and prosper. Now the 
of Genesis has obviously been 
destroved, and it is our concern to rid 
Auwe:ica Of some of her arrogance and 
awesrsve ee eu § ying that 
asee eseues UCIVINBZS 10 all the people. 
miaysoY: Do you think farmers and sup- 
pliers should give their food away? 
SACKSON: I don’t care how the people get 
food, as long as they get it: The Govern- 
ment can buy the food and give it away 
cwsge-male version of the present 
inadequate surplus-food and food-stamp 
programs. Or it can give the poor enough 
money to buy the food themselves. 
PLAYBOY: Many middle-class whites think 
that the poor would only buy booze and 
guns if they had the money. 
SACKSON: I challenge anyone with that be- 
Wief wm enur the reeking, rat-infested tene- 
ments of Harlem or Chicago's South Side 
and count the number of alcoholic wei. 
fare mothers. There wont be many. 
\weltare people do not account for this 
nation’s high number of alcoholic. Nor 
are most guns bought by the black poor. 
In a home where the children are cating 
wall plaster because they are hungry, a 
gun isn’t looked upon as an important 
commodity. But I don’t care if the Gov- 
ernment wants to give out food instead 
of money. I would biess any device it 
might come up with, as long as it does 
something. The country is producing more 
food than it needs. There is inherent evil 
in a system that induces men to plow 
Gops uncer while others starve. 
Not only does the food belong to the 
ple but the industrial profit also be- 
Leia to the people. If the employees of 
General Motors left tomorrow, it would 
Sessa ic sup If the entire board of direc- 
tors died tomorrow. nothing would stop. 
What's indispensable are the laborers, not 
the directors. The laborers can rise from 
the ranks and direct their fellow laborers. 
Sete ccocy ae the basic need, they 
ought to reap the basic benefits. But in 
America, about six percent of the people 
control the basic wealth, and there's some- 
thine infinitely demonic about that. It's 
mo wonder that America needs the larg- 
est military in the world to protect the 
wealthiest superrich class from people 
who would rebel against it. There's no 
bzsic conflict among the peoples of the 
world: Russian bus drivers aren't mad at 
miuctican bus drivers. But the control- 
lung groups are always im conflict with 
the people—whether it’s the Govern- 
ment of the United States, which refuses 
to adequately protect the poor, or the 
boards of directors at GM and Ford, 
which encourage blacks to go into debt 
to buy automobiles but don’t allow 
blacks to participate in the profitable 
manufacture and distribution of cars. 
PLAYBOY: fan blacks afford to buy auto 
mobile ie eet 
os ~~ -~nanies will lend us the 


t 
ren‘t 


use 
PLAYBOY: 


grossly underrepresented 
in all areas of the economy. There are no 
black TV stations, for example, and only 
seven black radio stations. Most of the 
stations that are beamed toward the black 
community and play black music are 
white owned. We can’t get FCC outlets, 
and I’m convinced that there is a con- 
spiracy to keep us from communicating 
with one another on a mass scale. 
PLAYBOY: Do you mean that the Govern- 
ment fears a nationally directed riot? 
JACKSON: I don't know what they think; 
all I know is we can't get licenses when 
we apply. 
PLAYBOY: What does Operation Breadbas- 
ket intend to do about this sort of eco- 
nomic underrepresentation? 
JACKSON: We have the power, nonvio 
lently, just by controlling our appetites, 
to determine the direction of the Ameri- 
can economy. If black people in 30 cities 
said simultaneously, “General Motors, 
you will not sell cars in the black com- 
munity unless you guarantee us a fran- 
chise here next year and help us finance 
it,” GM would have no choice. We can 
affect their margin of profit by withdraw- 
ing our patronage and resisting the sys 
tem instead of enduring it. 
piaysoy: Can this really work? And, if 
so, why hasn't it been done already? 
JACKSON: It hasn't been done because we 
weren't sophisticated enough to see it. 
This is a step that we haven't been ready 
to take. But it will certainly be done 
now, because we are organizing to do it. 
Black people purchase about $5 to 40 
billion dollars’ worth of goods each year. 
We represent the margin of profit in 
many industries. America depends on our 
cooperation with her economy, and we 
shall become the enemies of those busi- 
nesses and industries that work against 
our interest by unfair hiring practices, by 
discriminating against black products, by 
not making investments in the ghetto to 
correspond with the profits taken out of 
it. There is an analogous situation in 
politics: The black people have not yet 
realized that we can determine who gets 
elected President; in 1960, it was the 
South Side of Chicago that turned in the 
vote that made John Kennedy President. 
The newspapers al] said that Mayor Daley 
had once again come through with his 
Cook County machine, but that vote was 
black. The ghetto, however, has seldom 
voted in its own self-interest. It has even 
voted for black politidans who are con- 
temptuous of blacks. 
PLAYBOY: Why does the ghetto vote so 
inefficiently? 
SACKSON: Because it's so easy to intimi- 
,date or com the poor; they have no 


mate of the amount of 

actually need to live adequate lives. They 
say that a family of four in a large city in 
the United States in 1969 requires $5994 
per year for minimum maintenance. If 
that’s what's needed, then that’s what 
they should get. 

PLAYBOY: Wouldn’t that be expensive, 
especially considering the present high tax 
burden? 


SACKSON: The Senate committee on pov- 
erty headed by George McGovern sated, 
after doing field research throughout the . 
mation, that it would cost ten billion 
dollars per year to feed the poor and 
fulfill their basic health, dothing and 
housing needs. I would guess that that's 
a low estimate. Let's double it and say 
that the cost would be 20 billion dollars 
per year. That's les money than we're 
spending to kill the Viet Cong. It's icss 
money than we're about to spend on the 
ABM system. It is Jess than a;thied: of the 
defense budget. If we wanted men to 
live as much as we want to see them dic, 
we could do it without any new taxes. 

MAYBOY: But what motivation does the 
Government have to subsidize the poor? 
saCKSON: Out of a spirit of humanity, 
one would hope; but that is naive. Our 
job is to create enough pressure to forer 
the Government to act. It is certainly 
mot going to do #0 on its own. The 
imbalance of Southern power in the 
Congress has led to important commit- 
tees being headed by pathological killers 
and by men with public commitments to 
racism. These men—euch as Afendel Riv- 
ers, Russell Long. Jamie Whitten and 
Richard Russell—are the black man’s 
burden. The truth is that the Mafia is 
probably better represented in the Gov- | 
ernment than blacks are. And numerous | 
other special-interest groups are weil taken 
are of. The situation on the agriculture 
committees is particularly loathsome to me 
because of the millions of dollars that are 
given away to gentieman farmers who 
don’t farm, while children are marving. 
Contrast that with the Black Panthers’ 
national breakfast They are 
serving thousands of people free food 
every week, and the only qualification is 
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- that the recipient be hungry. If the Pant 
thers can serve breakfast to $000 children 
a week in Chicago or 1500 in San Fran- 
cisco, with their lack of resources, what 
could those cities’ governments be doing 
if they had the same imterest? 

etaysoY: If you were the mayor of a 
major Am@rican city, whag.geould you do? 
SACKSON: I would declare : 
munitics in a state of and 
deal with the unem t rate, the 
high mortality rate and ‘the high ¢.b. 
rate. 1 would set up medicine tents on 
the streets, and embarrass the Federal 
and state governments into opening up 
their food storehouses. I would declare 
war on disease and hunger. I would 
enlarge all the city departments that 
feed and heal people. The welfare of all 
the people would be attended to before 
any new golf courses or monuments or 
stadiums were built. I would force the 
Government to call out the National 
Guard to deal with the existing injus 
tices, which make the ghetto a perma- 
ment disaster area. There's no reason 
why the Army couldn’: bé coming down 
the street with bayonets, looking for slum 
landlords. The Army would force trade 
unions to allow the minority groups in. 
And those who did not pick up the gar- 
bage would themselves be picked up. An 
Army like that wouldn't have any trouble 
getting volunteer soldiers because it 
would be engaged in a relevant war. 
PLAYBOY: Is that statement a reference to 
Vietnam? 

SACKSON: Let me just say that Vietnam is 
not a relevant war. It is a war in which 
the black poor arc paying with their 
lives to protect the investments of a 
small, rich elite whose Asian investments 
are threatened by Hanoi. 

PLAvYBOY: Whatever interests are being 
served in Vietnam, do you think that 
you, as a citizen, have the right to pick 
the wars in which you will fight and 
those in which you won't? 

4acxson: Of course I have that right. I 
must reserve the right to decide which 
wars are just. And I would not fight in a 
war that J thought was unjust. Nor would 
I approve of anyone else doing so. 
PLAYBOY: Would you encourage drafted 
blacks to refuse to go to Vietnam, even if 
it means jail for them? . 

JACKSON: Yes. And whites, too. Fighting 


in Vietnam is a step back into slavery for 


blacks, and into barbarism for whites. The 
road to jail has often been the road to 
freedom. Many men—Gandhi, Jomo Ken- 
yatta, Dr. King—have learned that. 
miaysoy: Although a_ di ionate 
number of blacks have died in Vietnam, 
there have been. few blacks active in the 
peace movement. Why? 

JACKSON: To blacks, the peace movement 


is a luxury that presupposes you have: 


the time to save somebody aside from 
yourself. Blacks are just too occupied 
with their own survival. They have not 
even been sophisticated enough to know 
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duped into fighting in 
South Africa for apartheid, if Maaice 
told us towlo it. We certainly were down 
there shooting our Dominican brothers. I 
saw televised scenes of Dominicans lined 
up against a wall while black Gis held 
guns on them. But this is not because of 
ignorance but because of cultural suffoca- 
tion and im education. 
PLAYBOY: Malcolm X once that 
the UN send observers into Ameri- 
can black community to determine if 
blacks were being treated humanely. Do 
you think that’s a practical idea? 
JACKSON: Only for symbolic purposes; the 
UN doesn't have any power and is subject 
to the American veto. 
PLAYBOY: Wouldn't exercising the veto 
prove so embarrassing to the U.S. that it 
would refrain from doing 80? 
JACKSON: I doubt it. And the countries 
that one might expect to pressure Ameri- 
ca into dealing humanely with it black 
minority—the countries of Africa—are 
themselves too dependent on America’s 
trade and financial aid to wish to antago- 
nize her. It is not in the enlightened 
self-interest of those countries to rise up 
in indignation when we're shof up in 
Detroit or Watts, because we don’t affect 
their emsential relationship with the 
world markets or the World Bank. 
PLAYBOY: Both Malcolm and Dr. King 
worked to mobilize a world-wide con- 
science against racism before they were 
struck down. Do you share the view of 
some that both murders were part of a 
plan to deprive blacks of their leaders? 
JACKSON: Not a single elaborate conspir- 
acy, but it’s dear that as we have moved 
c.oeer to America’s nerve center, Closer to 
a position where we could vote men out 
of office, the killings have increased. And 
I don't think America has done anything 
to indicate that she is on the side of Dr. 
King rather than of his killers. 
PLAYBOY: You used the plural. Don't you 
think that James Ear] Ray acted alone? 
SACKSON: I would be surprised if it wasn't 
a conspiracy involving many others. 
PLAYBOY: Do you have any evidence 
support that belief? : 
JACKSON: I think the circumstances were 


very suspicious. As you know, J was with. 
Dr. King when the assassin’s bullet was , 


Gred. We were talking with ‘Operation 
Breadbasket's music director, Ben Branch, 
about songs for the next day's rally. Dr. 
Abernathy, Andy Young, James Bevel 
and Bernard Lee were very near. When 
Dr. King was shot, I hit the ground, along 
with the others. We scrambled toward the 
meps where he was and J looked back 
over my shoulder, because I was afraid 
that more shots were going to be fired. I 
saw so many police coming from the direc- 
tion of the shot that I actually threw up 
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ondary to getting at the roots of Ameri- 


ca's violent atmosphere—an atmosphere 
in which you conform or are broken, in 


which you take your subordinate place in | 


the industrial hierarchy or are destroyed. 
PLAYBOY: What do you think Dr. King 
would be doing if he were alive today? 
JACKSON: Dr. King would still be dealing 
with the problem of finding a job for 
everybody; he would sill be raising the 
questions of medical care for everybody, 
of a full-employment economy. He would 
still be on the basic issues, still be pointing 
out the stupidity of the war. He would be 
in general conflict with Nixon. He would 
still, as we say, be on the case. 

PLAYBOY: Will there ever be another black 
leader as important as Dr. King? .- 
SACKSON: I don’t think so, ¢hdugh, of 
course, no man can say. But it was Dr. 
King who crossed the frontier, who made 
a permanent break with the past. I grew 
up in the period from 1955 to 1965, and 
that time was dominated by his courage 


point. Even more important was 

he stood up to white military 

the South. Dr. King wasn’t afraid of 
cop's billy stick, guns 

came the stigma of jail 


optimism or pessimism about the future 
of the movement? 

aacxsom: He expressed both. SCLC was 
at that time involved in making its deci- 
sion about the Poor Peoples’ Campaign 
in Washington, D. C., that ultimately led 
to Reaygpestion City. Dr. King’s 
friends and some a 9 said 
that we should not go ta Washington 
because of the possibility of a riot. The 
final decision was his. He was going 
through a bad time and he showed it at 
one of the lax: saff meetings he would 


_. ever attend. He was despairing that 


morning and Andy Young tried to tell 
him to relax, that things were going to 
get beter. And Dr. King told Andy, 
“Don't say ‘Peace, peace’ when there is 
mo peace. The country is swinging to the 
right and our President is obsessed with 
the war. Maybe I ought to turn around,” 
he said. But then he stopped; and when 
“he continued, his voice was more firm. 
“But weve gone too far to turn around. 
' There were dark days during the sit-ins, 
and in Selma and Birmingham. We've 
come too far.” 

Then he changed again. “But I'm still 

disturbed by the division in the country. 
Maybe I ought to just fast. And when I 
get to the point of death, perhaps we 
could have a summit meeting of blacks. 
Maybe that would bring us together.” But 
then he seemed to resolve the argument 
in his mind. He said, “I've seen where 
we've got to go. We are going to fight the 
gond fight; we are going to liberate our 
brothers and raise up the poor. We're 
not going to arn around. It's all very 
clear to me now.” And I think Dr. King 
at that moment was as sure as he had 
ever been of the ultimate victory of his 
movement. Once you've been to the 
mountaintop, it doesn’t matter if James 
Earl Ray is in the bushes waiting for you. 
PLAYBOY: Do you share Dr. King's vision? 
SACKSON: In my stronger moment, I 
have no doubts. I'm even able to love 
those who persecute me. There must be 
some force that’s committed to redemp- 
tion, even though it’s painful. The alter- 
native is that we will destroy ourselves— 
“die together as fools,” as Dr. King said 
once. He and Gandhi and Jesus reached 
a spiritual state that liberates the self. 
Dr. King did not represent ordinary 
men. That's what made people love him 
so much. But what finally happens to the 
extraordinary men is what happened to 
Jesus. We admire thent but we don't 
follow them, and finally we kill them 
because they become such a threat to us. 
PLAYBOY: In what way? 
JACKSON: Most of us cannot live up to 
the ideal of the noble and virtuous. Such 
men make us aware that we must settle 
for the real and the expedient. We are 
diminished by their purity, which is a 
threat eo our self-esteem. The idealist 
keeps our consciences awake, but the pres- 
sure om our conscience is ao great that it 
_ can be relieved only by murder. 


@..... Dr. King was criticized for plac- 


ag too much emphasis on conscience. 
David Halberstam wrote that Dr. King 
left Chicago in 1966, for example, be- 
cause he could not inspire a moral con- 
sciousness, and Mayor Daley was able to 
dissipate his campaign with high-sounding 
but unspecific resolutions. Do you think 
that Dr. King was too concerned with the 
moral rather than the tactical aspects of 
the civil rights movement? 
SACKSON: No, I think that even as re- 
cently as 1966, Dr. King was correctly 
analyzing his problem as the need to 
change the psyche of the black man. You 
couldn't im black folks unless you 
impressed white folks first. Dr. King had 
to make the movement as large as possi- 
ble in white eyes to get respect for 
blacks. I think that we are inclined to 
oer ive on how much things have 
changed since 1955. There was no black 
consciousness then. Dr. King was dealing 
with “Negroes”—put quotes around that 
—whose minds, desires, ambitions and 
images were white inspired. Aretha Frank- 
lin couldn’t have made it in 1955. It was 
Dr. King who moved the “Negro” far- 
ther and farther out; and the farther he 
got from that white shore, the blacker 
he became. 

Dr. King had the most national in- 
fluence of any black leader, and his con- 
cern was to change national policy. The 
strategy was always to form a coalition of 
conscience between the black community 
and a segment of the white community. 
An issue had to be defined along moral 
lines, because the white community will 
split on the basis of moral against im- 
moral, liberal against conservative. With- 
out that white help, there is no chance 
for us to have an impact on national 
policies. Dr. King used to point out that 
there is not a black college in the coun- 
try that could remain n six months 
on black contributions. t’s a reality 
we must face. Even now, there is no avil 
rights organization of any consequence 
that functions on black money. © 
PLAYBOY: Does Operation Breadbasket ac- 
cept white money? 
sacxson: SCLC accepts any money, and 
it finances us. But we get more black 
money out of Chicago than any other 
civil rights organization has ever gotten 
out of the black community. 
pravsoY: What does SCLC think of 
white participation in the leadership of 
Breadbasket and other programs? 
SACKSON: We discourage it. We need and 
want to encourage the technical and 
financial aid of whites in the civil rights 
movement, but we should make our own 
decisions. Whites should spend their 
physical energy liberating white Ameri- 
ca, because white folks need someone to 
help them understand blacks or they're 
going to continue to be paralyzed by 
their Whites suffer from night- 
mares and irrational anxiety. When a 
black family moves onto a white street, 


is different and our hair grows 

and we have a different heritage. 
PLAYBOY: Why is there a 

now with black studies Afro ayles? 
SACKSOn: The socalled natural 
ment is simply trying to say 
not know who I am ’ 


historically, but I'm not 


just grew. 
didn't use anything white 
to fancy myself up with, 
look like? Most of us have never 


search of our existence as a new 
Afro-American. White people forced us 
to suppress our beauty; now we want to 
glorify it. The fact that our natural selves 
conflict with the comfortable, stereo- 
typed white image of the black man is 
not our problem. 

PLAYBOY: But this new emphasis on black- 
ness seems to lead to some ’ 
situations. In spite of the need for ex- - 
panded opportunities for blacks to attend 
college, a number of strikes were initiated 
last year by black college students who 
demanded black-studies programs at their 
schools. Are black-studies programs so im- 
portant that it's worth closing down a 
school to get them? 

SAcKSON: I think so. History plays a 
large role in a people's growth. The 
white man took away our history because 
it was one more way for him to control 
us. Without a group identity, we had no 
group loyalty; we were wee San 
our past to make it easier to control us 
in the present. It is one thing to ete 
ourselves as a people only 300 years old, 
born as slaves and moving toward free- 
dom. But, in fact, our forebears date back 
to the origin of man, and we have always 
been a creative and productive people; we 
were enslaved, but now we are returning 
to freedom—and it’s good to come back 
home. We need the pride and dignity of 
knowing that we are part of a great con- 
tinuum. An ists say that mankind 
originated in Africa. We are the people 
who carved out the great civilizations of 
Kush, Songhai, Ghana and Mali. We 
smelted iron; we mined copper and gold. 
For us to know this is to know that we 
can look forward to a great des 
PLAYBOY: It's the idea of exclusively 


coursts emphasize the blackness of the 
gteat early civilizations. And Amerian- 
history courses generally ignore the black 
man. If the schools had done their job, 
thev ‘t have the they are 
now confronted with—an deserve. 
PLAYBOY: Many athletes and entertainers 
—Bill Cosby, for example—have adopt- 
ed Afro hair and img styles; but 
aside from this sort of symbolic identi- 
Gcation, do you think successful blacks 
have been as involved as they should be 
with the movement? 

JACKSON: I think the symbolism is impor- 
tant; it shows a new sensitivity. The 
black athletes and entertainers who are 
wearing natural hair styles and Afro 
clothes are specifically defying the white 
measurement apparatus. But the fact 
is that the black artist has never been as 
- far away from the black community as 
the white press sometimes portrays him. 
Every black man, for example, knows 
where Sammy Davis’ heart 4s. The black 
entertainer moves into a white communi- 
ty because the houses are bigger and 
better there. He is just taking advantage 
of a new freedom. Historically, the black 
athlete and entertainer have been in 
a precarious position where, if they over- 
identified with the racial situation, they 
couldn’t play in the major night clubs, 
couldn't get into a movie or were black- 
balled from a league. Black athletes who 
take a militant position on the race prob- 
lem endanger their jobs, even though 
teams are dependent on their particpa- 
tion. Jackic Robinson troke into base. 
ball in 1945. In 1969, blacks dominate 
the game. The stars of the National 
Basketball Association are nearly all 
black, as are many in the National Foot- 
ball League. But we'd be doing even bet- 
ter in sports if there were not still some 
discrimination there. . 
PLAYBOY: What kind of discrimination? 
SACKSON: Before I entered college, I was 
offered a contract to pitch for the Chic- 
go White Sox. They wanted to give me 
less money to sign than the white boys I 
was striking out. I'm sure that's generally 
true, and many black boys can’t afford to 
leave the farm or the factory to try to 
make it with a team. More indicative of 
the racism still alive in sports is the fact 
that in all of major-league baseball, there 
isn't one black executive or 
m.aveoy: If a black baseball player clearly 
shows himself to be managerial material, 
don’t you think he'll get a shot at a 
manager's job? 

SACKSON: What does that mean? Is every 
white manager “manageria] material"? 
Then how come they're always being 
fired? In America, a white man, no mat- 
ter how dumb, is expected to bos a 
black man; but no black man, no matter 
how highly qualified, is allowed to give 
orders to a white man. If a white ball- 
player like Eddie Stanky is argumenta- 


~~ - tive and aggressive, he's considered fiery. 
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But Jackie Robinson was fiery as hell, 
only they called it arrogance. He was an 


“uppity nigger.” When Robinson left 


baseball, his accumulated knowledge about 
running Rases, pitching, hitting and 
Gelding went with him. It was a waste of 
a great bascball mind. 

PLAYBOY: You seem to be saying that 
unless a black man is docile, he can't 
survive; yet the mood of young blacks— 
including you—is anything but docile. 
Haven't the times changed? 

JACKSON: We have changed; I don't know 
about the times. White society still tries 
to impose a different code of behavior 
on blacks than on whites. What to me 
is an expression of confidence is to white 
folks an expression of defiance. The coun- 
try is ao used to black people smiling 
and bowing and acting unsure of them- 
selves that when whites meet someone 
who confronts them and challenges their 
standards, they make harsh judgments. 
Now things are changing so fast that the 
hostility of white society toward a black 
man may lead to respect for him from the 
black community. For a white man to 
embrace you is for a black man to hold 
you suspect. 

PpLAYBOY: You have been accused of cyni- 
cally manipulating that new mood in 
your personal choice of dress and hair 
style. Do you think that if you didn’t 
wear sideburns and a dashik:, but dressed 
conservatively and looked somewhat like 
a young Martin Luther King, that 
you could make it as a black leader today? 
SACKSON: Style—whether it’s Af.o cr Ivy 
League—isn't crucial. Hell, there are 
kids around who look like Ché Guevara, 
but they still need their mommas to get 
them across the street. Because of all the 
losses we have suffered, black people are 
looking for winners; that’s the only way 
to get their respect. And a winner is 
someone who successfully defies white 
America. The reason Joe Louis will always 
be respected in the black community is 
that at a time when other blacks couldn't 
even talk back to white people, Joe 
Louis was beating them up, knocking 
them down and making them bleed. 
When I do a TV show, I'm aware that 
every black watching is scoring me 
against the white opposition, as if I were 
in. a fight. Every black man who has won 
the loyalty of his community has indicat- 
ed some expression of defiance for the 
white man. Malcolm X is a good exam- 
ple. He could look Whitey straight in 
the eye and tel] him he was lying. And 
Malcolm showed that even the most bru- 
talized experience could be overcome. 
PLAYBOY: You obviously don’t agree with 
those who fel: that Malcolm was a dis 
ruptive force. 

JACKSON: Malcolm had become an apos 
tle of peace after his trips to the Near 
East. America has a knack for killing 
her men of peace, while men of war con- 
tinue to thrive. Malcolm's death also 
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civil rights movement. Do you disagree? 
JACKSON: Absolutely. First of all, and to 
set the record straight, as head of the 


colleagues have ever done. But Adam is 
even more important, for a 

black psyche, as a defier of white rules. 
Something happened to my dad in 
World War Two that illustrates this. He 
was serving in France and Strom Thur- 
mond came to speak to his all-black regi- — 
ment. The Senator's message was that 
they were there to fight the War, that 
they were not to bother any women; they 
were to know their place. In other words, 
it was all right for my father to risk his 


-life to serve America, but he was still a 


nigger. So when Adam Powell walked 
down the halls of Congress with two white 
women on his arm, just the ou 
defiance of it gave us gratification. The 
appeal of that defiance will never bé Jost. 
maysoY: That story twuches on the 
strong sexual aspect of racism. Both Mal- 
colm X and Eldridge Cleaver have ex- 
pressed elaborate theories in which white 
sexual fears are cited as a fundamental 
cause of race hatred. Do you agree? 
JACKSON: Although sex is a crucial un- 
derlying cause of prejudice and racial 
hatred, it is not relevant to the black 
liberation movement. We will not allow 
the white man’s sexual problem to sand 
in the way of our freedom. 

piaysoy: Can you just ignore it? 
JACKSON: Let me explain it with some 
awful history. In the South, when a slave 
ran away—thereby expressing his man- 
hood and independence—and he was 
caught, the punishment for his Gre 
offense was whipping or branding. If he 
ran away again, which was the clearest 
way for him to assert himself, his punish- 
ment was likely to be castration. The 
slave was told that he was inferior, les 
than human and completely unappeal- | 
ing to the white woman; but The Man 
still castrated him. That says a lot about 
the psychosexual] dilemma of the South- 
ern white male. The other part of that 
dilemma was that because of his fear of 
black men, the white man had to desen- 
sitize white women. The white woman 


had to spiritually kill herself. For a 
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“white woman to see Jim Brown and not 
~ think of him as an attractive male means 
that the nerves are dead within her 
being. She dehumanized herself, because 
white men wanted it that way. But when 
the whixe’man destroyesd.dais relationship 
with his women, he got his satisfaction 
from the pursuit of money: So the white 
man perverted himself and his women. 
If some great psychoanalyst had 
emerged 300 years ago, ‘the might have 
solved some of the white man's problems 
and prevented the brutalization of blacks 
by whites. But we were not rescued, and 
the intervening $00 years have served to 
diminish the importance of sexual antago- 
nisms and replace them with a more cip- 
pling form of racism. Today, racism is 
imtegrated into the ideology of capital- 
ism. I said that the sexual aspect is 
isrelevant because even if sexual tensions 
disappeared tomorrow, capitalism would 
still require a racist ideology in order to 
maintain a cheap labor: base. Racism 
provides a mechanism by which the slave- 
master assures that society will have a 
ready supply of inferiors who can serve 
as slaves. Racism is as important to 
America’s domestic colonialism as it was 
to foreign colonialism; it is an excuse to 
exploit and enslave a people because they 
have been defined as inferior. Colonial- 
fam is not built upon emotions; it is 
built upon behavior patterns that are 
designed to get a profit. 
MAYBOY: Do you think, as some revolvu- 
tionaries do, that capitalism will have 
tm be destroyed in ordcr to end racism? 
SACKSON: It is futile for us to think about 
ending racism; that is a_ psychological 
problem that seems beyond our attempts 
to affect it. We are fighting to end coloni- 
alism—oppression and exploitation. That 
requires power. The civil rights move- 
ment is a lifetime struggle for power. A 
man who is impotent, no matter how 
courteous and pleasant looking he is, is 
to'd to wait in the lobby. But if you 
have power, you can be an illiterate boor 
with tobacco juice running down your 
face and they will open the door for you. 
As I said earlier, we are going to organ- 
ize to exert power on the big corpora- 
tions. We are going to see to it that the 
resources of the ghetto are not siphoned 
off by outside groups. Right now, black 
extcrminating companies don't even get 
the contracts to kill the ghetto’s rats. But 
that's going to change. If a building goes 
up in the black community, we're going 
to build it And we'fe going to stop 
anyone else from building it. If we can’t 
get into those construction unions, they're 
Mot going to get into our nei 
PLAYBOY: But other neighborhoods don’t 
control their business according to ethnic 
separation. They try to become part of 
what is traditionally called the American 
melting pot. 
_SACKSON: I hear that melting-pot stuff a 
Jot, and all I can say is that we haven't 
been melted. We've been getting burned 


on the bottom of the pot. We don’t want 
anything that's different from the experi- 
ence of the other ethnic groups. If you 
go into an Irish neighbor most of 
the businesses are run by Irishmen. The 
same is fhe in a Chinese or Jewish or 
Italian neighborhood. The difference be- 
tween all of them and us is that they are 
all separate and independent groups, 
while we are separate and dependent. 
We want to control the vital elements of 
our lives: the school boards, the church- 
es, the businesses, the police. The other 
groups are separate and control them- 
selves, but they are separate and control 
us as well. That is a colonial situation. 
And the slums will exist as long as the 
colonists continue to turn a profit on 
them. As in any other revolution, we 
must fight for our ind ce. 
PLaveoY: But Dr. King once said that his 
aim was to “break open the city,” so that 
ultimately there would be no separate 
black and white communities. Have you 
forsaken that goal? 

SACKSON: No. But we recognize that a 
major part of the black community must 
first gravitate around itself, as other eth- 
mic groups have done. In these areas, 
where our living together provides collec- 
tive security, we ought to have the right 
to contro] it. But just as we have the 
private right to stay where we choose, we 
should also have the public right to partic- 
ipate in the public arena the way other 
people do. A man should choose where 
he wants to live, based on his income, or 
the fact that a house is close to his job, or 
because there's a good school nearby; he 
should not be refused because of his color. 
He should not be afraid of being bombed 
out by white bigots or of being harassed 
by police when he returns from work. 
piayvsoy: Aren’t the open-housing laws 
changing this? 

JACKSON: No. There is stil] segregation. 
In Chicago, blacks are 30 percent of the 
population, but they live on ten percent 
of the land. That congestion is inhuman 
and a prime target for exploitation by 
slumlords. People are cramped in body 
and spirit, and those who can't afford it 
are paying more for the in which 
they live. We are locked away from the 
resources of the community. Black chil- 
dren who are sick are untended and left 
to play in their own filth in understaffed, 
ill-equipped hospitals. Four- and five- 
year-olds who were lucky enough to en- 
ter Head Start programs substantially 
raised their learning capacity, only to 
have it fall again as soon as they en- 
tered public school. Yet the teachers call 
the children incompetent. We have no 
choice about schools and hospitals, be- 
cause public mobility is denied us. When 
a white mother decides to move because 
her neighborhood doesn’t serve the needs 
of her children, the broker asks her where 
the would like to live; when a black 
mother faces that problem, she knows 
where she can live—and where she can’t. 


are the unheard—until they riot. 
PLAYBOY: The majority of those who have 
participated in riots are in their wens or 


are nearly all negative; whether it be in 
school or a courtroom or applying for a 
job, are being either deprived or 
iscriminated against. This sense of re- 
sentment is acute, and it’s just a matter 
time before they give up on then- 
ves and this country. Many of them 
have. If Richard Nixon really 


offering to join us in the 
im these kids’ minds and 
they are going to have a 
on that future. He might at 
us equal 


PLAYBOY: Weren't you impressed by the 
moon landing as a scientific achievement? 


a few weeks hefore the launch. It was 
about 115 degrees inside in the day- 
time. It had no toilet-—not even an out- 
house. No refrigerator, no running .water. 


actually paid rent for it. If they 
rented it, they wouldn't have been al- 
lowed to work the harvest. They were all 
hungry. The kids’ bodies were bloa 
and discolored. And they su 
worms. This was good time 
people. When the harvest 
have to move on and they have 
to go. That Sunday night of 
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poor, broken people walki 

to the company store to 
astronauts jump around. Each 
strong took cost enough 

that family for 100 years. 


walk, in my mind's eye, I could 
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Ameria has spent 57 billion 
since 1957 for the ego gratification 
planting her flag on top of everyone 
One tenth of that was spent in the 
period to inadequately feed the A 
The psychological state of this 
revealed by the fact that the 
egos are swelled by putting a 
dead rock would not feel the 
sense of accomplishment from the more 
humane task of feeding hungry people. 
PLAYBOY: Are you encouraged by Nixon's 
proposals about black capitalism? 
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time and attention’ 
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sacesom: Not very much. It is a limited/@@\e'd be an operation Head Start for 


vision to make a few 
as SCLC’s Poor Peoples’ Campaign pro- 
a decent economic base for all 
le. Dr. King died talking about rais- 
the level of dignity for all men. The 
difference between Dr. King and Mr. 
Nixon is the difference between a proph- 
et and W politician. ¥ GBlFe believe the 
Government has plans for the extensive 
development of the black community. If 
SL ee Peon 
have been curtailed recently. Even more 
serious is the Government's lack of 
undersanding of the lems of the 
potential black businessman and its fail- 
ure to develop programs to help him. 
PLAYBOY: White businessmen object to 
such demands on the grounds that blacks 


.don't deserve Government considerations 


that aren't extended also to whites. 
SACKSON: The Government aids white 
businesses all the time—in the areas in 


which they are endangered. It subsidizes: 


airlines and railroads. It sets up tariffs to 
protect fextile businesses from cheap for- 
eign imports. The black man is endan- 
gered as a businessman because of his 
substandard education, and the Govern- 
ment should be offering technical and 
advisory services to blacks. 

piaysoY: What kind of services? 
SACKSON: There are some basic areas 
where the black businesman can use 
Government help. One is feasibility 
studies that will tell a man if his idea is 
sound. Another, of course, is capital, 
which should be lent according to the 
soundness of a business idea, rather than 
withheld reflexively in accordance with 
impossibly strict notions of what consti- 
tutes “a bad risk.” If a black man came 
up with the idea for the next genera- 
tion’s Xerox, he probably couldn’: get 
the money to develop it. Next, the Gov- 
ernment should help him get his foot in 
the market's door, so that the black man 
can at least have a fair chance. This is 
one area in which Operation Breadbas 
ket has been very successful; we've got- 
ten chain stores such as Jewel and 
A&P to give shelf space to black prod- 
ucts. Then the Government should pro- 
vide rea] vocational training. Even if a 
black kid, who never intends to go to 
college, graduates from high school, he 
can’t fix the wiring in the house, can’t 
run a machine, can't lay a brick. 

And the vocational training should ap- 
ply also to those who are already running 
a black busines. We helped increase a 
black man’s busines from $12,000 to 
$160,000 in four months. But he couldn't 


theet, couldn’t write notes for working 
capital before his receipts came in. That 


man can’t go to Harvard Business School 
—but if the Smal] Business Administra- 


ple rich, where-— 


e black en . The way it is 
ow, a black with talent has to choose to 
work in the security of a big white com- 
pany. And his sapped spirit will never 
produce anything on its own. Black busi- 


production 

dom. A producer is free to make decisions, 
but a man who only consumes is a pri 

er whose decisions are made by hen 
PLAYBOY: Breadbasket's aims, if fulfilled, 
seem likely to create more middle-class 
blacks. Do you think there will be strong 
clas divisions between black middle and 
lower clases as the former get farther 
away from the ghetto? 

JACKSON: I don't think we will have 
significant class divisions. No matter how 
wealthy he gets, the black man can rarely 
buy a house where he wants to; he is still 
subject to the whim of any white police- 


! 
rf 


i 


i 
; e} 


iat 
{Fi 


afi 
HH 


man who doesn't like his looks; he is still | ti 


going to be tried, if accused of a crime, 
by a jury of his white nonpeers. And 
these facts bind him firmly with his desti- 
tute brother. 
PLAYBOY: How do you feel about the 
young militants’ derisive notion that 
every successful black is an Uncle Tom? 
JACKSON: I think it's important to be 
sensitive to who Uncle Tom is. Uncle 
Tom is not our enemy. He grew up in 
the ghetto; he went to bad schools. He's 
a successful black hustler who bends and 
smiles before the white man in order 
to provide for his children. He's not 
a man who sits around thinking up ways 
to hurt black people. There's nothing 
wrong with a Southern boy who grew up 
in a shack with an outhouse wanting a 
rea] home. The jobs we once picketed to 
get are now being derided as Uncle Tom 
jobs. But the black bourgeoisie is will 
very close to the roots, if for no other 
reason than the fact that in the colonial 
system, he can’t get too far. Blacks don’t 
move to white society for joy, fulfillment, 
good music or tasty meals. They move to 
get away from bad schools and apart- 
ments where the trash isn’t collected. 
They aren't ing away from blacks 
but from tM i 
PLAYBOY: Are you saying that there's no 
disunity among blacks? 
SACKSON: There is an unfortunate divi- 
sion among blacks now that is set off by 
a certain self-righteousness, a competi- 
tion for being the blackest. But we must 
never forget that Nat Turner was middle 
clas, as were Frederick Douglass and 
Dr. King—and even Stokely Carmichael. 
We will not be trapped into glorifying 
and poverty. That will not 


ignorance 
improve the lives of black people. 
PLAYBOY: Do you agree with young radi- 


__tjon and President Nixon were serious,—cale-whe-feel-that-biacks who are assimi- 
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develop profit sharing: we try to make 
it our company as much as the owner's. 
We encourage a dialog between owner 
and employee, and we encourage partici- 
patory democracy. 

mayecy: Can Breadbasker help blacks 
outside the ghetto as well as within it? 


rity to stick out a cTisis 

another over thousands of miles. 
the most recent Voting Rights Bill was 
passed, black Alabama farmers found 
that they weren’t able eo find markets 
for their products anymore. Whites were 
retaliating for their new political power. 
On top of that, George Wallace prevented 
them from borrowing mamey, so they 
couldn’: expand ically, because of 
the combined of racism and 
capitalism. There were 1500 of them—all 
farming small plots. Instead of* quitting, 
they formed the Southwes Alabama 
Farmers’ Cooperative. They planted and 
harvested their crops and then 

them 40 Chicago. We at Breadbasket then 
went to the supermarkets m the ghetto 
and told the owners that they would 
the shelves or face boycowm They ac 
cepted the produce. The brothers im Ala-~ 
bama could farm there and have an open 
outlet in Chicago. We were able to do this 
out of a sense of “peoplehood.” That's 
my kind of black nationalism—blacks 
helping one another on a national scale. 
PLAYBOY: Isn't it one of the great fears of 
Southern whites that blacks—who out- 
number them—will usurp their place in 


society if they ever win enough =, » equally, a 
and political power? 

aacxson: The problem here is that the 
poor white and the poor black have 
mutual fear. Poor blacks fear that if 
poor whites aren't eliminated, 
be able to 


they won't 


and the whites feel 
way in reeete-The histori- 
cal difference is that poor whites in the 
South have controlled the police and the 
military and have maintained 
power over the blacks. We in the Poor 
Peoples’ Campaign believe that the basic 
anxiety of whites is an irrational fear of 
cxtermination—a fear that can be re- 
moved with a guaranteed income, with 
guaranteed medical care and education. 
Dr. King was &rm in his resolve that 
black power mun be secondary to peoples’ 
power. When the economic base of all 
the people is raised, racism will decline. 
As the Poor Peoples’ Campaign gets 
stronger, racism will lose its hold on the 
consciousness of the white poor. 
piayvsoY: Do you honestly think, as Dr. 
King did, that there's going to be a 
movement of the poor that will indude 
whites, blacks, Puerto Ricans, Mexicans 
and Indians? 
SACKSON: It's inevitable. If our good 
sense doesn’t connect us through affirma- 
tion, then America’s greed will lock us 
together by negation. False racial pride 
has divided the lower clas, but we must 
sop defining and separating ourselves 
because of skin color. We should define 
ourselves by our economic position and 
shift the fight from a horizontal con- 
frontation of poor black versus poor 
white to a confrontation of “have” ver- 
sus “have not.” Dr. King could have 
been the suture that connected the vari- 
ous bones of the bottom clases. Just 
two weeks before his assassination, there 
was a meeting of a dozen representative 
ethnic groups in SCLC’s Atlanta office. 
That was the beginning of something 
really pew, and it is continuing. For just 
one example, Dr. Abernathy marched 
with Cézar Chavez and Operation Bread- 
basket supports the grape strike as if it 
were our own project, by boycotting and 
picketing Jewel Tea and other stores 
where California table grapes are sold. 
PLayBOY: But do you really think that 
the white poor are going to join you? 
SACKSON: The white poor have always 
been distraaed from demanding their 
rights; they've been too embarrassed to 
admit their deprivation. They've nour- 
ished themselves on the meager psychic 
diet of racism. But during the Illinois 
Hunger Campaign, we offered whites 
food and they digested it. In East Se. 
Louis, Illinots, a white man named Hicks 
addressed a congregation of hunger march- 
ers. Mr. Hicks has nine children and 
works five and six shifts of day labor 
a week but still can’t make enough to 
feed his family or even to put a shack 
over their heads. Mr. Hicks and his fami- 
ly were taken in by black folks. They 


on his life, he sai 


His 


alone, that a massive coopera 
the poor class is the only ans 
in a class struggle, we can force 
tribution of wealth in America. 
maveoY: The idea of class war, hot 
cold, has always been associated with 
theories of socialism. Do you think 
yourself as a socialist? 

4aCKSOnm: I adhere to the ideals of 
religion—that the earth is the Lord's 

its food was intended for all men. The 
trend of the world today—in Swede 
Guinea and Britain, for example—is 
ward some form of democratic socialism, 
where men eat because the ground is 
fertile. America stands in conflict with 
that trend by allowing a few people to 
control and distribute the food, rather 
than letting people eat because they are 
living. The truth, of course, is that this 
same America, where socialism is such a 
dirty word, is already operating in a 
sophisticated state of socialism for the 
rich, while the poor live in a crude state 
of classic capitalism. 

PLAYBOY: Please explain that. 

JACKSON: The people in this society who 
follow the Protestant ethic and work 
long hours by the sweat of their brow 
are the poor. They work at the hardest 
jobs and often still don’t get enough 
money to pass the poverty level. Even 
when they try to break out, :t's an at- 
tempt to start a street-corner busines, 
where the rules of classic capitalism pre- 
vail. The poor storekeeper, for example, 
doesn’t contro] his market through ad- 
vertising; he can’t float a bond issue and 
use other people’s money to run his busi- 
ness. But the rich man has socalism. 
We've got 6536 farmers in this coun 
try who receive $25,000 not to work. 
That's socialism. The campuses expand, 
chopping pieces of land out of black 
neighborhoods, with the financial help of 
the National Education Act. Even wealthy 
schools for rich men’s sons are state sup- 
ported. The interstate highway program, 
none of which benefits thoze who can't 
afford a car, is 90 percent Federally & 
manced. There wouldn’t be a trucking 
industry without Government help. The 
list is endless and includes the oil com- 
panies and their depletion allowance, the 
railroads, the airlines and ai the 
power companies. The rich talk about 
tax shelters and tariff protections, while 
the poor talk about sweat and blood. 
PLAYBOY: But isn’t welfare a form of 
socialism for the poor? 

SACKSON: As it now stands, welfare is a 
form of humiliation. It is demeaning 
and dehumanizing. Men use money; wel- 
fare recipients use stamps. Men have 
privacy; welfare recipients have no pri- 
vacy and can be visited any time of day 
or night. Their most intimate relation- 
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MAYBOY: Were you encouraged by Pres 
ident Nixon's new welfare proposals? 
SACKSON: I was 

watched Nixon the night he delivered 
that welfare address. My anger was tem- 
pered only by my incredulity at the 
immensity of his con job: He lied for 
mearly an hour and didn't even crack a 
emile. He asked the country to think of 
ham as a great humanitarian, but we 
weren't fooled. Behind all those promises | 
is the single fact that the states are going - 
@> retain control of most of the Nixon 
program. When the states had the pow- 
ex, black people couldn't vote, couldn’t 
ride in the front of a bus, couldn’t drink 
fgom any public water fountain, couldn't 
wee any john they wanted. Now Nixon 
exys to Thurmond and Stennis, “Take 
core of them poor folks.” Right this min- 
wee, there are 40 states violating the wel- 
fase laws. We don’t need a redistribution 
ef welfare-disbursement stations in this 
cpentry; we need a redistribution of 
wealth. The President challenged the 
poor to go to work, without saying what 
he would do to improve the lot of those 


who can’t work. I'll be encouraged when 


the President challenges the rich to show 
their humanity and grant to the poor 
their basic rights as human beings. 
wiaveoY: The white lower middle dass is 
becoming quite vocal about its opposi- 
tien to welfare in any form for those 
they characterize as too lary to work. 
What's your reaction? 

SAEKSON: The fact is that the poor work 
the hardest and have always done so. We 
made cotton king, cooked other people's 
food when we had none of our own, 
stooped to clean bathrooms. Now we are 
umekilled, because the schools don’t teach 
ws, because less money is spent on the 
edacation of blacks than is on 
whites. A state of despair has set ia for 
those in the black community who have 
been told no too often, and perhaps they 
cam never be healed. When white 

say they know a man on welfare who is 
eso lazy to work, I say that may be so. 
Bat the man they see is a dried-up prune. 
§ ask them, “Did you see that man when 


he was a boy? Did you see him when he. 


‘aid, ‘Momma, do you have a piece of 
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‘bread?’ Did you see him before hope was 
snuffed out by despair?” The white mid- 
_ @le class is paying less tax money to sup- 
port welfare mothers than it is to support 
the farm industry. I don't hear them com- 
plaining about that. The bulk of their 
tax money.gees to subsidigigg the rich 
and fighting wars abroad—wars fought 
by the sons of welfare mothers, not by 
the middle-class kids who go to college. 
The middle class invests in America with 
its tax dollars, but the poor have to invest 
their lives. 

PLAYBOY: Is it posible to raise a family 
on the funds provided by welfare? Many 
Gaim it isn't. 

SACKSON: Let me put it this way: If I 
give you 22 cents for a meal, you know 
pretty well what you're going to get to 
eat. I thought I knew what poverty was 
all about until I went on our hunger 
campaign. I saw children eating red clay. 
Doctors call it pica when people who 
don’t get sufficient food eat things that 
‘have the appearance of food. I saw a 
mother give her child saltines and onions 
for breakfast and send her off to school 
on that. I saw a white mother with four 
kids, one of whom. a boy, had leukemia. 
He drank all the milk the family was 
allotted on a food-stamp supplement, 
and it wasn’t enough even for him. She 
took him everywhere in a little wagon, 
the kind kids play with. He was frail and 
helpless, and the mother was exhausted; 
the entire family looked bloodless and 
frightened, as if they would never have a 
moment's joy. I can understand why they 
might feel that way, living as they must 
with the fact that there is a ceiling on 
the welfare allotment but no ceiling on 
the rent or the food prices or the 
amount of tragedy a family can suffer. 
The insufficient welfare funds are espe- 
cially damaging to babies. Eighty percent 
of the brain develops during the three 
months immediately before birth and the 
first three years of life. The minds of 
welfare children, who cannot get enough 
to eat, are stricken early. 

piaysoy: Why don’t welfare allowances 
provide adequate support? _° 

SACKSON: Welfare allotments tend to be 
about one third of the minimal standard 
. Of living as defined by the Government. 
In Texas, New York and California this 
year, even that meager lation was 
cut. Furthermore, rents and food prices 
are higher in poor areas than in middle- 
Clas areas, 90 the poor must more, 
even they have les. The result of 
this deprivation is that the black child 
goes to school without breakfast, cannot 
afford lunch at school and cannot look 
forward to a decent supper at night. His 
hunger is such a distraction that he is not 
motivated to learn. All of these elements 
combine to place him farther and farther 
behind in ‘school. He has no goals, no 
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O images, no sense of 


or idem. . 
-«y. He is physically weaker than his 
white contemporaries and probably sickly, 


because he doesn't get medical care. 
PLAYBOY: Earlier, you referred to the dom- 
inance of professional sports by black 
athletes. ‘Tat doesn’t fit with the image 
of physical weakness you just presented. 
JACKSON: Some men will thrive even 


in a 
prison camp, eo it isn’t surprising that 
who 


you'll find an occasional black youth 
overcomes his poverty. But the impor- 
tant reason for the dominance of 
athletes is that a high proportion of black 
men—both those who ate well and those 
who didn't—directed themselves toward 
athletics because the field was more open 
to them than any other. More blacks tried 
to be boxers because there was no poine 
in trying to be a bookkeeper or a mathe- 
matician. A black man whose mind mighs 
have had great aptitude for math 
wouldn't have been trained by a ghetto 
school. It made more sense for him to try 
to be a ballplayer, even a third-rate one, 
because it was so unlikely that he'd have 
a fair chance to be anything else. 
PLAYBOY: A persistent part of the white 
stereotype of the black man is that he 
runs faster and jumps higher than whites. 
But some anthropologists have claimed 
recently that there actually are genetic 
differences between white and black. Will 
this new evidence worsen the relationship 
between white and black? 

SACKSON: It won't affect us. The black 
man has: never needed to believe that 
there are differences; that's a white man’s 
problem. Our natures are the same. Our 
urges and drives as people are the same. 
Mankind has one father, and that's 
time. It has one mother, and that’s nature. 
Both of these life processes are sound 
and consistent and universal. The third 
process is brotherhood, which is all messed 
up, because white folks have tried to with- 
draw from it. The eternal existential 
dilemmas of fate and death, guilt and 
condemnation, emptiness and meaning- 
lessness are the same for al] men. But our 
relationship, based upon distorted infor- 
mation peddied by white folks who re- 
ject the humanity of others, has been 


PLAYBOY: What are the psychological and 
quitural differences between white and 
black, if any? : 

JACKSON: Slavery is our cultural heritage 
and it should have been a thoroughly 
destructive one. But instead of seeing 
ourselves as slaves from Africa brought 
over to serve the lusts and wants of 
white people, a providential way of 
seeing our slavery is that we are mission- 
aries sent from Africa by God to save the 
human race. Who else is in a position so 
close to the Pentagon, the greatest threat 
to the world's existence? Who else is in a 
position to literally redirect the most 
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was spiritually impotent? 
SACKSON: No, he was certainly a spiritual 


point is that such a man is not represens- 
ative of the white American culture. Ia 
fact, the secondary roles that genuinely 
humane white people are forced to play 
is indicative of what I’m trying to say. 
Black society chooses to be led by is 
prophets, white society by its hustlers 
The men of highest sensibility in whise 
society find themselves rebelling from & 
—just as blacks must rebel. America is 
known not for her capacity to love and 
heal but for her capacity to organize and 
kill. America has an aristocratic, military 
definition of man. American men judge 
themselves by their wealth, status and 
power, not by their intelligence, compas 
sion or creativity. That's why the idea of 
looking for racial equality here is a farce. 
To become equal to white folks would 
be to become part of the greatest tradi- 
tion of killing in the history of the world. 
mAYBOY: That might sound to some nat 
only like a blatant overstatement but like 
a@ proclamation of black supremacy. 
JACKSON: I don’t know what it sounds 
like, but I know what the record will ia- 
dicate. There is no evidence of Afria 
invading Europe, of her early advanced 
civilizations killing or enslaving other 
nations. Historically, blacks have not been 
the aggressors in war, not even here ia 
America. We did not mobilize to go 
war for our long-overdue justice, but 
there have been wars of injustice waged 


And the crusader for justice in Mimisip- 


pi was Medgar Evers, not Jim Eastland. 
In New York, Malcolm was 

not Nelson Rockefeller, who did not 

an eye when he approved the welfase 
cuts. The one who cried out for peace 
the world and meant it was a 
white leader, President Johnson; 


dent. Blacks have striven for moral dig- 
nity and, by gontrast with America’s state 
of immorality, we appear WW’ be moral 
supremacists, not black supremacis 

PLAYSOY: The war in Biafra seems every 
bit as brutal as any other-war. Black 
life there seems to be as cheap to blacks 
as you say it is to whites in this country. 
sacxsOn: The Nigerians and Biafrans 
are fighting with white men's weapons. 
They are fighting a war that is based on 
a white man’s division of Africa, anid the 


. cause of the division was an earlier eco 


nomic colonialism. The war is an unfor- 
tunate aberration and the signs of white 
meddling are everywhere in it. 

PLAYBOY: During the 1968 teachers’ strike 


’ “im New York City, there was evidence of 


deep-rooted black hostility toward Jews. 
Is anti-Semitism consistent with your 


~- - -daim of black moral supremacy? 


SACKSON: In the first place, there were 
really few examples of black anti-Semi- 
tism, and these examples were blown out 
of all proportion by the teachers’ union, 
which benefited by the dissemination of 
fear. More significantly, though, I don’t 
think you can characterize blacks as anti- 
Semites. We have never been obsesed 
with the Jew as Christ killer. But our 
relationship with the Jew has changed as 
the black movement has changed. When 
blacks began to confront the Southern 
white power structure, most of which was 
WASP Baptist and Methodist, Jews gave 
ws great support, both financial and moral, 
and a real kinship developed. But once 
the movement moved North and the prob- 
lem was defined not just in terms of social 
egregation but in terms of economic colo- 
nialism, the Jew began to be revealed as 
ishdlord and shopowner. Of course, he is 


more conspicuous than the Protestant, 


because his name is likely to identify his 
ethnic background. And he is also more 
sensitive: It is much easier to embarrass 
or humiliate a Jew than either a Protes 
tant or a Catholic, because, unlike the 
others, the Jew immediately identifies 
with suffering. 

As blacks have emerged, the Jew has 
been there as teacher and shopkeeper, 
and there has been an inevitable fric- 
tion. But I think the mood of the blacks 


_. is more one of anti-colonialism than of 


anti-Semitism. For blacks cannot afford 
to be anti-people; mo matter who the 
people are, they must be anti-evil. I 
think the Jews who are most concerned 
about anti-Semitism, however, should keep 


a left and a right wing—some 
ate in a tradition of justice 
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spends complaining about black anti- 
Semitism gn the Jewish merchants who 
are known to be exploiters and tend to 
pul] the reputation of the Jewish com- 
munity down. 
MLAYBOY: Jews, along with Irish, Italian 
and other immigrant groups, are often 
held up as an example that the blacks, if 
they were industrious enough, could em- 
ulate. The premise is that those groups 
were poor and lived in ghettos but were 
able to overcome that experience and 
join the American mainstream. Why 
hasn't that happened to blacks? 
SACKSON: First, those groups came here 
voluntarily and were always free. We 
pr “oe involuntarily and are stil] not 
wholly free. The other immigrant 
are white and could lose their sdedeiey 
and merge with the majority when it 
was necessary; with a few technical skills 
or a decent education, it was a simple 
matter for them to bypass prejudice. 
Their families were not destroyed and 
their sense of historical continuity was 
preserved. Most importantly, they did not 
suffer the tremendous color stigma of the 
white man. 

Historically, there was a conspiracy to 
hold us down. We were enslaved, then 
locked into plantations, as we are now 


_Jocked into ghettos. When America final- 


ly released our physical bonds in 1865, it 
was as if we had been in jail for 200 
years and were let out without a road 


map or a dime to go to the city. There | 


was no attempt to help us overcome the 
psychological or economic hardships of 
slavery. Many blacks didn’t survive; and 
of those who did, most had to pervert 
their natures—become invisible men, as 
Ralph Ellison wrote, become hidden, for 
it was too dangerous to assert one’s real 
identity, one’s manhood. No other ethnic 
group was faced by a hostile white socie- 
ty that wanted to castrate it both physi- 
cally and psychologically. 

mAYBOY: Then today’s black militance is 
&@ quest to resurrect that manhood. 
sacxson: One thing that I have to say 
right off is that there's nothing to be 
learned from the white man's idea of 
manhood. An American man is identi- 
fied by his weapon, by what he controls. 
American men are obsessed; they are 
gratified by making money they can't 
even spend, which is a kind of emptiness 
of the soul. Real manhood should be 
defined by the: ability to help and to 
heal, by an extension of the mind, by 
knowledge exerting its power over igno- 


 gance. Real manhood comes from help- 


ing others be free, by breaking the bonds 
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black, black people wouldn't believe it 
—and neither would whites. But if it 
were a white track meet, there'd be no 
problem. As for our churches, they gave 
up their soul—and I mean that in both 
senses—to copy white church styles. That's 
why at Operation Breadbasket 


‘which sare 


y based in religion ion, we — 
have a band and a Gospel choir and con- 
sciously try to capture the rhythm of our 

e. 


miAvsOY: Is the slave psychology the 
reason for your own fieriness and emo- 
tionalism when you addres a 


inferiority complex. The slave 

was apparent when Dr. Ki 

against the Vietnam war. He h 
credentials you could ask for: Nobel 
winner, an international leader, ‘a 

and a Ph.D. But blacks said he had a 

of audacity; be’s a preacher and 
confine himself to civil rights. But 
Robert Kennedy and Senator McGovern 
took the same position, then it was all 
right. And after Memphis, when SCLC’s 


James Bevel expressed Dr. King’s con-° 


tempt for capital t, he was 


$ 
scorned by the black community. He sid 
Fg texy " F rs ae ners te o ” n r § ‘a . b 
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Dr. King would have wanted James Earl , e. a spiritual source that has been 


Ray rchabilitated, would have said to fight 
hatred but spare the hater. Bevel ako 
pointed out the irony of trying to obtain 
fustice by sacrificing a twobit waiter for 
a billion-dollar black prophet. But blacks 
said he Wi . Then WetKennedy 
said that Sirhan’s life should be spared 
because his brother Robert Was against 
capital punishment. The black communi- 
ty immediately cited Teddy as a great 
man of justice who didn’t become vindic- 
tive in the face of personal tragedy. This 


- a painful indication of our self- 


contempt. We must stop looking to whites 
to validate our worth; we must look with- 
in for beauty and strength and courage. 
miaysoy: Your own self-confidence, as 
contrasted with Dr. King’s humility, 
seems to be of formidable dimensions, 
and you've been accused of messianic 
impulses. Do you sev yourself as the next 
great national black leadcr? 

SACKSON: First of all, Dr. King was not 
humble; he was forthright apd audacious. 


~ He was killed for challenging white pow- 


er. As for me, I am confident of my 
abilities as a social analys:, but I have no 
illusions of grandeur. My job is to pro 
daim liberty, to preach unity. to bind up 
broken hearts. I am just taking care of 
my assignment. Besides, anyone in public 
life in this violent society who would make 
such long-range plans is a fool. 

PLAYBOY: You certainly expose yourself to 
the risk of assassiration as much as any 
maz:. Do you think that you may be 
sulx onsciously seeking martyrdom? 
aacxson: I want to live. I've got no 
hang-up with that But a man must be 
willing to die for justice. Death is an 
inescapabie reality, and men die daily, 
bu: good dceds live forever. An assassin 
believes that you can kill the dream by 
killing the dreamer; that is an error. 
mayvsoy: Would you have any special 
message to leave with black people if you 
werc killed? 

SACKSON: Yes. Don't send flowers. Don't 
come around with your tears. Picket. Go 
to P.T.A. meetings. Fight for higher 
wages. If I dic tonight and you wake up 
tomorrow, make the most of it. 

piaveoy: You've been quite sick a few 
times this year, once with a form of 
anemia, and also with some very debili- 
tating viruses. Yet you hardly let up on 
your activities, rarely sleep and constant- 
ly drive yourself toward exhaustion. Why? 
SACKSON: Because I nave a scase of ur- 
gency about what has to be done. It is 
not the chouglt of death wo much as it is 
the crying necd for justice. Perhaps both 
facts motivate me simul . I do 
fccl that I have to fulfill my work in an 
appointed time. I would like to slecp, 
but ideas come to me in the night and 
wake me. ] think I'm drawing my stami- 


allotted to me; for that reason, I have no 
choice but to keep on driving. You can’t 
devote the energy necessary to confront 
Pharaoh unless you are spiritually con- 
sumed by the need for liberation. But 
that is soct#? consciousness, not a messi- 
anic need to be worshiped. There are 


‘some aspects of glory attached to having 


the privilege to lead, but none of the 
agony ever gets publicity, because televi- 
sion cameras don’t record people tossing 
and turning in their beds at night. 
PLAYBOY: Inasmuch as the Southern Chris 
tian Leadership Conference is basically a 
religious group, it’s understandab’e that 
religion plays a large role in your life. But 
what appeal can the church have for a 
cynical 20-year-old kid from the ghetto? 
SaCKsOn: The black church is relevant 
because it has provided a home for our 
rebellion. It has cherished our people. 
The white church, on the other hand, 
worships worship, not Christ nor love 
nor brotherhood. God is very sick here; 
the God of justice and liberty is almost 
nonexistent. Christianity is universal, 
but the American flag flies higher than 
the cross in American churches; and 
when wartime comes, universal love goes 
out the window. If Americans had a true 
God consciousness, they could not leave . 


the church on Sunday and shield their — 


eyes from the hungry. 

But there is extraordinary relevance in 
the actual teaching of Christ. If you love 
people, you will not destroy them in 
war; if you love deeply, you will dis 
tribute the goods of the earth that the 
Father provided, so that people will be | 
fed and housed. That is the Jesus I 
identify with. His was a program for 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked 
and giving company to the lonely. 
PLAYBOY: In the past, some critic have 
regarded Christianity as an impediment 
to black liberation; blacks were supposed 
to have been content to get their reward 
in heaven. Did you consciously evolve 
this activist a to Christianity? 
JACKSON: My religious philosophy can be 
summed up in an old Southern story 
about two farmers. One farmer was most 
concerned about his duty to God. He 
attended church every day and worked 
his fields in the afternoon. His neighbor 
mever attended church and never paid 
any attention to religious rituals. The 
first farmer was just eking out a living; 
the second farmer was getting twice the 


qi5ugs3 


fined as less than human and were mot © 
allowed to participate im public. We weze 
“boys” and our goal was to be recognized 
as men. That drive was aimed at creating 
@ moral consciousness, amd one of-our 40 
gans was “Save the soul of America.” I 
think that one of the reasons for impe- 
tence among blacks today, and the reason 
for the appeal of violence, is that we 
never before knew just how awful the — 
secrets locked in America’s soul 
were. We didn’t know then that America 
would bomb a people w pieces and side 
with the oppressors in order to preserve 
her financial investments. We didn’t 
know then that the Nomhern liberal had 
better manners than Ball Connor but 
his indtitutions were no hess wor- 
oughly racist. And we didn't know then 
that the capitaliss who slandered us 
with cries of “Communist” were living 
high off the Government hog, while we 


‘ were starving in the streets. 


This education of ours hag leg .to a 
change of mood. Our firs concern now is 
not white America’s soul; it is black 
America’s body. We are justified in our 
impatience, because that body is hungry. 
When Moses had his Mlumination and 
realized that he could confront Pharaoh, 
the Bible says that Moses had to take his 
shoes off, because now he was on holy 
ground and the bushes were burning. 
Actually, the bushes were not burning: 
Moses was burning. His eyes were aflame 


cooperate, with the white slavemaster. 
Either we are going to live or America is 
going to die. The ghetto experience has 
not been a satisfying or a useful one, but 
it has given us inner resources—the abil- — 
ity to do much with very little. 

I read in the white press how black 


Fe a are dispirked and confused. 
ite editorial] writers Gaim that the 


_dvil rights movement is fragmented. 


That is not true; the movement is very 
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ugether: The NAACP, which just saved 
the Voting Rights Bill, is doing its thing 
in Southern courts; the Urban Leaguc is 
aloing its thing in industry; the Panthers 
a~- fneling kids in the sreets; SCLC 
Suse had gg tical victory in Greene 
County, Ala ; Operation Breadbas 
ket is thriving. It is white America that is 
at che crossroads. If she does not join us 
in the resurrection of her soul, in the ful- 
fillment of her dream for all her people, 
then] foresee a day when little children 
ip a schoolroom on the moon read in the 
history books about an empire that crum- 
bled because all her power and might of 
arms, could not cure the immoral greed 
that diseased her spirit. 
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SACs, Chicago (157-953) (Enclosure) 
Atlanta (Enclosure) ; 
San Francisco (Enclosure) | 


#rom: Director, FBI (157-6760) ———" | “ 


. : 
JESSE LOUIS Jacksom L118 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Ss, Tes HEREIté 1S UiSLASSIFLED 


PA PLVE hye 


Enclosed for ssiibiitidie offices is one cop 


an article about Jackson appearing in the Novenber, — ' 
issue of Playboy g3gazine. 


As can be seen in this article, Jackson is apparently 
assuming a more extreme posture with regard to racial matters. 
The article indicates that he conditionally feels that | 
violence is justified and in the article he expresses anti- 
police sentiments similar to those of the Black Panther Party 
(BPP). As you are aware, Jackson spoke at the BPP-sponsored 
conference against fascism in Oakland, California, last 
summer. He reportedly organized a Chicago demonstration in 
November, 1969, to protest the treatment of Bobby Seale, BPP 
leader, at the Chicago Antiriot Laws conspiracy trial. 
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Chicago, Atlanta, and San Francisco should conduct 
a discreet inquiry, limited to your files and established 
sources,. to determine Jackson's BPP connections. Subsait the 
© results of your inquiries in a‘form suitable for dissemination 
“ reach the Bureau by 12/19/69. Upon the completion of these 
: Lage Chicago should evaluate the results and subait. 
= olneal to sail Bureau — sobasecid —? in this 


UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN 
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 QNITED STATES GC ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (137-14291) 


SAC, NEW YORK (157-4303) (P) 
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BLACK LEADERSHIP COALITION | fh ) ae 


RACIAL MATTERS 


ReNYlet, 9/18/69; Bulet, 9/29/69. los / 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 16 copies of an LHM 
regarding captioned group. 
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Attached LHM ie classified "Cornmfidential” because it 
contains information from a source of continuing value. The un- 
‘authorized diecloeure of data from thie eource would compromise 
bog source sc adversely affect the national defense interests 
of the US. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREA® OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 
November 20, 1969 
Bufile- 157-1429) 
NYfile 157-4303 
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mA characterization of the Student National 
: rk rei | Committee is attached hereto. 


Secument. contains neither recommendations 
micivBions of the FBI. -It is the property SorPTOmeNTAL 
: e : 31g d is loaned to your agency; it and ' 
*s are not to be distributed outside Greve] 
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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


*> 


eats; 

| ‘nde - 
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee cone 

headquartered at 360-362 Nelson Street, S.W., Atlanta, , 

Georgia, ia a nonmembership organization, which was born 

out of the sit-in movement that erupted across the South 

beginning in 1960. | 


Today SNCC identifies itself as an organization 
in the revolutionary vanguard. It advocates that to be 
successful it is necessary to develop a revolutionary ideology 
and revolutionary program. } 

‘ | ~ 

According to SNCC, the year 1967 marked a historic 
milestone in the struggle for the liberation of black people 
in the United States and the year that revolutionaries 
throughout the world began to understand more fully the impact 
of the black movement. SNCC declared that “liberation will 
come only when there is final destruction of this mad 
octopus--the capitalistic system of the United States with 
all its life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism 
that choke the people of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
The realities of black life, together with the recognition 
instilled in SNCC workers forced its members to further 
popularize the legitimacy of self-defense and rebellions when 
oppression became too great". : 
; a i 

From May, 1966, until May, 1967, STOKELY CARMICHAEL 
was National Chairman of SNCC. As of July, 1968, CARMICHAEL 
resided in Washington, D.C., where he was affiliated with 
SNCC and active as temporary chairman of a black coalition 
group. In May, 1967, CARMICHAEL was replaced by HUBERT 
GEROID BROWN, commonly known as H. RAP BROWN, who served 
until June, 1968, | 


In June, 1968, at the Staff and Central Committee 
meeting of SNCC held in Atlanta, Georgia, it was decided to 
restructure the organization by equalization of responsibility 
by creating ten deputy or vice chairmanships. The primary 
purpose for this change is to take law enforcement pressure 
off any-single individual. 
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UNITED STATES GO._«NMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (184-6760) DATE: 12/18/69 


na I~, 
FROM : SAC, SAN FRANCISCO Died Ps: a ee eg 
a 


JESSE LOUIS SACKSON 
RM-BN 


Rebuairtel 11/19/69. 
Enclosed are eight copies of LHM captioned above 


ontacted by > 
_memainder of eter oe conducted 
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A review of the library of "San iia Examiner”, 


a daily — of San has sir on er reflected the 
following: : 


An article from Sie olin wuihebeite Chronicle", . 
daily newspaper of San Francisco dated 4/19/68 reported that 
the Reverend JESSE JACKSON of the Southern Christian Leader- av, 
ship Conference had arrived in San Francisco the previous _. é 
day to establish a local headquarters for “Operation Bread-— 
basket." A 7/24/68 article on "San Francisco Chronicle" s4a:.— 
quoted Reverend JACKSON as offering to go to Oakland, | i 
California, for the HUEY NEWTON trial for NEWTON and hin. 


HUEY NEWTON is Minister of Defense for 
the Black Panther Party and is presently 
incarcerated, after being convicted for 
assault with intent to kill. 


The 11/11/68 edition of “The San Francisco Chronicle” 
reported that a symposium orn poverty would be held at Berkeley, 
California, the coming Saturday evening and among the sponsors 
would be JESSE JACKSON. article related that the 


is at er e “7-6760-I & 
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announced purpose of the symposium was to carry out the : ideas 
of the late Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING... ~*~ ~~.” ent a 
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A 7/21/69 article of the same paper r* ee oe 
on JACKSON's speech at De Fremery Park in Oakland, California 
the previous day reported that JACKSON had stated that the 
Communist Party and the Labor “Movement” a aré"Fairweather : 
friends of the black people’--"we will be as non-violent as 
we can and as violent as we must be. We must survive.” 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSSrICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
é& * 
San Francisco, California 


December 18, 1969 


ALL INFORATJON CONTATHE 
+ 10e Mee ace 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON pire’) 


‘ 


Oii0OwWs: 


To his knowledge Reverend Jesse Jackson, who is 
known nationally for “Operation Breadbasket” has never 
resided in the San Francisco Bay Area and is not a member of 
the Black Panther Party (BPP), a characterization of which is 
appended hereto. Jackson appeared in the East Ray Area of 
Califorgfia briefly in 1968 to promote the upcoming poverty 
march in Washington, D.C. We spoke at a conference at the 
Qakland, Auditorium and during the speech members of the BPP 
acted as security guards. 


Jesse reappeared in Oakland as one of the many 
attendants at the United Front Against Fascism Conference. 
This was a conference sponsored by the BPP which convened 
in Oakland from July 18-20, 1969. On. the Sunday afternoon 
portion of the conference Jesse was one of the many preachers 
who addressed an audience of about 1,000 at De Fremery Park ;. 
in Oakland, California. 


On December 15 
reported the failure 
° 5 Cc sntained no information of any pertinent 
activity on the part of Jesse Jackson in the San Francisco area. 
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‘This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ané is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY, aka 


Black Panther Party for 
Self Defense 


According to its éfficial newspaper, the Black Panther 
Party (BPP) was started during December, 1966, in Oakland, -_ 4: 
California, to organize black people so they can take control = _ 
of the life, politics, and the destiny of the black community. "=. 
It was organized by Bobby George Seale, BPP Chairman, and y 
Huey P. Newton, BPP Minister of Defense. Newton is presently 
serving a sentence of 2 to 15 years on a conviction of manslaughter 


in connection with the killing of an Oakland police officer. 


. 


The official newspaper, “The Black Panther," which 
further describes itself as the “Black Community News Service," 
states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and guerrilla 
tactics in its revolutionary program to end oppression of the 
black people. Residents of the black community are urged to 
arm themselves against the police who are consistently referred 

to in the publication as "pigs" who should be killed. 


"The Black Panther” issue of September 7, 1968, contains 
an editorial by BPP Minister of Education, George Mason Murray, 
which ends with the following: 


"Black men. Black people, colored persons of America, 
revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture worth 
keeping is a revolutionary culture. Change. Freedom everywhere. 
Dynamite! Black Power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere.” 


Included in the introduction to an article appearing 
in the October 5, 1968, edition of “The Black Panther” is the 
statement, "...we will not dissent from American Government: 
We will overthrow it." 


Issues of “The Black Panther” regularly contain quotations 
from the writings of Chairman MAO Tse-tung of the People's 
Republic of China and feature MAO's statement that “political 
power grows out of the barrel of a gun." 


The national headquarters of the BPP is located at 
3106 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, California. Branches have 
been established at various locations throughout the United 
States. ? 
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Date: 12/18/69 


Transmit the following in 


(Typg.in plaintext or code) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6760) 
FROM: = SAC, ATLANTA (100-7027) (RUC) 


sine sivuts Sheet — INFORMATION ¢ CONTAINED 
RM - BN REREN. le ne co FIED 
: CHICAGO ot oA afeel b  BYSR 


Re Bureau airtel to — dated 11/19/ 


Enciosed for the Bureau are the original and eight 
copies and for Chicago two copies of an LHM ated 12/18/69 at 
Atlanta, suitable for dissemination. 


Source referred to in enclosed LHM me | 


Atianta files reflect no pertinent inform tion 
regarding JACKSON's connections with the BPP. 


Classification of the enclosed LHM is not believed 
necessary. 
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JESSE LOUIS JACKSON; 
RACIAL MATTERS - 
BLACK NATIONALIST 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 


your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed — 
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According to ite officiel newspaper, the Black 
Fanther Party (BPP) wes started during gs asd 1966, in 


Oaklerd, California, to organize black people so they can 
tale control of the life, politics and the destiny of the 
dDlack community. It was organized by Bobby Seale, EPP 
Chairman, end Huey P. Newton, BPP Minister of Defense. 
Newton w3s sentenced in 1968 to serve two to 15 years after 
being convicted of ménsiaughter in connection with the 
killing of an Oaklend police officer. 


The official newspaper, “The Black Panther," 
which further describes itself as the “Black Community 
Newe Service,” etstes that the BPP advocates the use of 
guns and guerrilla tactics in its revolutionary program 
to end oppression of the black people. Residents of the 
black community are urged to arm themselves against the 
police who are consistently referred to in the publication 
as "pigs" who should be killed. 


"Tre Black Panther” issve of September 7, 1968, ~ 
contains én editorial by BPP Minister of Education, 
Georgia Meson Murray, which ends with the following: 

"Black men. Black people, colored persons of’ '* 
America, revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture 
worth keeping is a revolutionary culture. Change. Freedom 
everywhere. Dynamite! Black Power. Use the gun. Kill 
the pigs everywhere.* , | 

Included in the introduction to an article 
appearing in the October 5, 1968, edition of “The Black 
Panther” is the statement "... we.will not dissent from 
American Government. We will overthrow it." 


| Issues of “The Black Panther" regularly contain 
quotations from the writings of Chairman Mao Tse-tung of 
the People's Reputlic of Chins and feature Mao's statement 
that: "politics power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” 
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The national headquarters of the EPP is located  ~ 
t 3105 Shattuck Avenue, Berxeley, California. Branches 

a ve been established at various locations eee the 

United States, 
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UNI. .D STATES DEPARTMENT OF ).. sTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Atianta, Georgia 


Pm . Please 
peta a December 18, 1969 
Title JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


(ii ites RACIAL MATTERS - BLACK MATIONALIST 


A Bs ee 


Reference wemorandum, dated and captioned as 
above, prepared at Atianta, Georgia. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusioas of the FBI. It ie the property 
of the FB! end is loaned to your agency; it end its contents ere not to be distributed outeide 
your agency. 
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Transmit the following in __ 


ee ae ee ee eee ee ees 
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(Priority) Z-, 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6760) 
FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (157-953) (P) 
SUBJECT; JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


RM - BLACK NATIONALISTS | 
(00: CHICAGO) sn 


ReBuairtel to Chicago, Atlanta, and San ‘Francisco, 
dated 11/19/69. : | 


Enclosed for the Bureau are ll copies of an LHM dated ij: 
and captioned as above. One copy each has been furnished to 
the USA and US Secret Service, both Chicago, and to Region I, 
ll3th MI Group, Evanston, Illinois. In addition, information 
copies have been furnished to Atlanta and San Francisco. 


The confidential sources utilized in the enclosed. bal m4 
LHM are as follows: | BS (us 
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: Referenced airtel set forth information that JACKSON | 
reportedly organized a Chicago demonstration in November, ede 
to protest the treatment of BOBBY SEALE, BPP er at =— 

Chicago BGtEESCS Lavs Conspiracy Trial. me ge 
A thoroush review of pertinent penne files failea 
to locate any information of a demonstration or rally in 
which JACKSON was directly involved. A rally was held in the 
plaza of the Federal Building on 11/3/69, which was organised 
and sponsored by the Chicago BPP and in which Reverend C. T. | 
VIVIAN, Spokesman for the Coalition for United Commualty Action, 
and close associate of JACKSON, made a speech in which he 
condemned the trial and compared the trial of BOBBY SEALE to 
the trial and conviction of JESUS CHRIST by the Jews. However, 
since Chicago has no information connecting JACKSON with this 
rally, this information is not being set forth in the enclosed 


unauthorized disclosure of the information c ained therein 


eould jeopardize the future effectiveness of the er 
sources utilised. ; Ce er ae open ee 


The enclosed LHM is classified Ci) as the. 


LEAD 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICA ILLINOIS. Upon receipt of communications i. 
from Atlanta and is rancisco containing their investigations, . 
Chicago will evaluate the results and subsit recommendations to 
the Bureau concerning further inquiry in this matter. : 
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UN, (D) STATES DLPARTMENT OF STICE 


FEDEKAL BUREAU OL INVESTIGATION 


Chicayo, Illinuis 
December 17, 1969 


ALL TNFOR Se CONTAINED 
IS 
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BYSL Mn. SE LUUIS JACKSUN 


Ke 

The confidential sources referred tu in this 
Letterhead Memvurandum have all furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past. 


A characterization of the Black Panther Party 
(BPP) is contained in the attached appendix pare to this 
Cumnuoication. 
ALL Tyron, 


CONT 
I. BACKGROUND RED." y v2 hi EASSTPLED 
Residence Orhan : 


Employment 


Operation Breadbasket is the economic arm of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Cunference (SCLC). 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE 
BPP 
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_ e+ enneen 
contains neither recumicendutiont 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its cootents are not to be distributed outnAge: - 


your Bd ¢ Se 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


The “Chicago Daily News,‘ a daily Chicayu news- 
paper, in its June 7, 1LY69, issue vo paye 17, contained an 
article entitled. “Jacksun Raps FBI For Panther kaid." 
This article states as follows: 

¢ 
"The Keverend Jesse L. Jacksun has criticized 
the FBI fur a raid on the Black Panther Party Office 
at 235U West Madison in which eight persuns were 
arrested. 


"Mr. Jackson, Natiunal Director of Uperation 
Breadbasket, issued the criticism Thursday in a 
tele;;ram sent to Bobby Kush. Deputy Defense 
Minister of the ILllinuis Black Panthers. 


"The raid on this office," Mr. Jacksun said, 
“is another example of America’s disvase of racism 
that cannot understand our desires and efforts tu 
wet free. 


“*White Amcrica has not yet learned to deal 
with the cause of viultnce, injustice and turmoil, 
but only responds tou the effects.’ 


“Those arrested weuncsday were charged with 
harboring a Federal fu;;:tive and ill«czal possession 
uf weapons, huwever, th« fusitive being sou;-ht, 
George Sams, Jr., 23, a Panther leader, was not 
found in the building. : 


"Rush, who was nut amouny the eizht arrested, 
denied knowing Sams whv has been sought since May 21 
for the torture slaying of Alex Rackley, 24, a Panther 
leader in New Haven, Cunnccticut." 
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The ‘Chicago Sun Times," a daily Chicayu newspaper, — : 


in its June 14, 1969, issue un pave seven, contains an 
article entitled, "Daley Denies Political Harassment of 
Youth Groups.” Pertinent purtions of this article are as 


fullows: 


“Yayor Daley denicd ‘political harassmacnt' of 
youth vroups and refussd to mect with pany Leaders 
in a confruntsution Friday with the Reverend Jesse 
JACKEUN . 2. eo : | 


( : 
"The Peverend Wr. Jacksun, head of the Southern 


Curistian Lvadershin Cunference’s Upcration liread- 
baskct, attacked the newly declared crackduwn on 
caoys as the mayor briefcd him and 43 other clergymen 
at City Hall. 


“The mayor had calli:d the meetin; to explain 
the anti-gany measures und his anti-hunyer efforts. 


“About 20 ministcers and yuvuth or,anization 
leaders «10 had come with the Reverend Mr. Jacksun 
remained outside durin, the ‘neetin;. They said 
they had furmed a cuoalitiun to prutest the mayor's 
anti-yvanw. efforts. 


"They handed out leaflets chargin, ‘the City 
Of Chicago is experiencin, zruowin, viulence.. . 
marked by an arms race that includes both citizens 
and police ...’ 


“"We deplure the maoner in which a variety 
of youth yruoups have b-cn harassed because of their 
political involvements - nauely, Flack P Stone Nation, 
Disciples, Black Panthers ...‘” 
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2) additiunal information 


conccernin; this matter. 
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- CUCA is an ambrella-typ. or;anization cunsisting 
Of some 5) Civil rights. civic, and youth groups who have 
becn active in pruotestiog the lack of euployment of Neprves 
in the building trad¢cs industry in the Chiva;o area 
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ipproximately JY9U tu Suu Ne; rucs 
demonstrated at the University of Illinois Circle Campus, 
Halstcd Street and Roosevelt Road, Chicayuo. A disturbance 
occurred in which rocks were thrown at police. Four persons, 
includinz Reverend Jesse Jackson, were arrested and charged 
with trespass after refusing to leave the cunstruction site, 
havin; been ordered to du sv by the police. 


ee «2°: Jesse Jackson 
has pluycd a leading roll in Clcs, havin, acted as spokesman 


fur that or, ,anization at several neszotration meetines with 
representatives uf the buildin, tradcs industry. 


The "“Chicazo Sun Tiines" newspaper, November 7, 
1969, issuc, contains an article on page 26 cntitled, “Reverand 
Jackson Calls Trial of & Jravesty." This article rcflects as 
fullovws: 


‘The hevereny Jess: Lb. Jacksun on Thursday 
termed the ygaralin, of Cnicasru eight trial defendant 
hubby “Scale ‘a blatant Jlirtation with racism.’ 


“The heverend Mr. Jackson, National Lirector 
Jf the SouthemChristian Uvaders'p Cunferenaces 
Cpcration Ercadbaskevt, «aid the imprisonacnt of 
black Panther Party leader Seale ‘represents the 
psvnouncement of the incarceratiun uo! tne total 
Liack cummuoity. ‘ 
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-_—— — ~_ - °* —_ «= 


200 e Daze as vur vs, bats are aberict,sed§ ane vivlated, 
Seale’s rights have beeen impeded cach day that he 
has -pent in that court.® the Peverend Mr. Jackson 
saic. 


‘In tne Feveread ar. Jaeksun’s view, the trial 
vi tne ervsht men accused of conspirin: to ancite a 
rict durin: the [Ie nocratic Natiuvonal Ccavention here 
in i dJvS as travesty. 


‘*That court is nut prepared tuo take serivusly 
Loe @isntful claim of Blacks tu cyual. protection 
Of the laws," he declarcd. 


‘The Reverend Mr. Jackson said that U.S. District 
Court Jud,c Julius J. fulfmasu’s findin: that Scale was 
in contempt of cuurt “nad cuntributed tu the rutn of 
the Awerican judicial svstem and the respect if sharcs 
tLiroushout the wurld. ‘ 


""In a Larger seus." tne Kevercad Mr. Jucksun 
said, ‘neither Sevle nur the Chicaszov Lizht are on 
triul, but rather the... system is on trial befure 
the bar of the nation's cunscience.'’ — 


The “Chicago Daily News" acwspaper, December 10, 3} ‘«° 
1969, issuc, contains an article captioned, “Lulogy For 
Hampton, Tears - - and a call to battle.’ This article 
concerns the funeral services cunducted for Fred Hampton, 
Deputy Chairman, Illinois PPP, who was slain by Couk County 
Statcs Attorney's Police on December 4, 1969, in an apartment 
on Chica:o's westside. Hampton and anothcr BPP member were 
ehot and killed when occupants of the building reportedly 
fired shots at the police who were attemptin: to serve a 
search warrant to locate an tlleyal cache of fircarms. The 
article statcs, in part, as tullows: 


JESSL LOUIS JACKSUN , 
say aces w’’ . 


“Then came the main speaker, the Reverend 
Jesse L. Jackson, leader of Uperation Bread- 
basket, hubbling tu the mike on crutches, 
favoring an injured ankle. 


*“*then Fred was shot in Chica,;v, Black 
people in particular. and decent people in 
sceneral, bled everysehere,’ said Nr. Jackson. 

“And then he said tu th: crowd, asain 
drasin,, raised fists and shuuts oft “Right 
on, : 


"'If he's dead, yuu killed him. If the 
childreo are fed in the mornin;., he's alive. ‘ 


‘ir. Jackson talked, as all the sp-akers 
had, of the Panthers’ bErceakiast pruzram tu 
Jecu RHunerv prade-school cnildren, and of a 
sOovuD-to-uvp:n free mdical clinic tu care tur 
toe sick, Black pvuur. 


"The cruwd, lcd by the cnvir, sang ‘We 
Shall Overcome. '" 


The “Chicagpo Sunday Tribune,’ a daily Chicayo 
newspaper, Deceiaber 7, 136%, Issuc, contains an article 
entitled, “Black Pulicemen Arrest Rush, Panther Leadcr, 
Before 3, )UU,' which reflects. in part, as ftollows: 


“Bobby Rush, Rlack Panther leader, surrendcred 
ty Black pulicemen yesterday before an audicnce 
of approximately 5,0” persons attending a regular 
Saturday meetioy of Uperation Breadbasket in the 
Capitol Thcater, 7921 Suuth Yalsted Strect. 


"Rush, whu was th: subject of a pelice search 
after a raid on his hone Friday, stepped onto the 
sta:sc of the theater about lv:4U a.m. wearin; a fur 
hat, leathes con and dark sunylasses. 
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"*l came here because, Black people, our 
survival iasat stake. It is tame tu protect 
vur Black leaders,’” kusih told the audience 
ina refcreace tu the death Tnursday of Fred 
Rampton, Chairman vf the Illinuis Panthers, 
and anuther Panther leader in a pun battle 
with polace. 


“"'T am turning ayself in tu Black people, 
aid lack people will dictate my future auction, ° 
he suid. ‘I feel that Kreadbasket is the commun 
level of the Black community that we can all deal 
upon. * ' 


"Three Black policemen, Commanders Geor;e Siams 
of the Fiallmore district,and Robert Harness of the 
“abash district, and Kenuult Rubinson, a °*::trulman 
and president of the A!f!ru - american Patrulinen'’s 
leacue, then led Rush fron the stare. 


“Accompanied by his lawyer, Kermit Culeman, 
Push was taken out of the stasze duvor intyu an alley 
wnere a squad car waited. He was then taken to the 
“Sebash district station tor questionin: on charzes 
resultin: from the annuunced scizure of a :,un and 
marijuana in his Fpartennt at 2us0 State Street, 
duriny Friday's raid. 


“The Reverend Jess: Jacksun, National 
Director of Uperation Lrvadbasket, said yesterday's 
uction resulted after hh: wet with Kush Friday 
nisnt. He said that after talkiny tuo Rush he 
telephoned a police acquaintance and nade arran:c- 
ments for the surrender. 


“*The pulicemen have assured us that Bobby 
will out be whipped or tuken advanta,.« of,* Jacksun 
said. , 
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JESSi LUUIS JACK“ON 


“Cu.mander durnes: tuld the BKreadbasket 
audience that ‘there wil! not be any duubt 
alout fair treatment iur toubbv. ° 


"Rush was charced vith possession of an 
Ure isctercd vun, for appearance Vecenber 17 
in Central district court. We was released 
uss ©. ote Buna. 


“Pefore Pusch aopearcd in the theater, 
Villian Ua2ptun, Lruther of the slain Paather 
leader. nade a speech in which he called ior 
unity within the Black cu.zaunity. 


"* Yur job is to put Black power into 
action instead of talkin:; aLbwut it,” he 
sai‘i. ‘ty brother haus wade fis committment, 
but others of us are fa.lin.. My brother's 
luve oJ Llack peuple and th. black Panther 
Party is symbolic of th: discipline required 
ui whl oul te,” 
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according to its official newspriper, the Black Panther 
Party (BPP) was sturted during Uecember, L466, in Quklund, 
Culitfornia, to organize blick peopte so they can take control 
wf the life, politics, and the destinv of the black community. 
It was organized by BOBBY GLURG: 2£2.ALk, BPP Chuimaan, and HULY 
9. NEATON, KPP Minister of Defense. NE®TON ans presently serving 
a sentefice of 2 to 15 years on a conviction of manslaughter in 
connection with the killing of an Uakland police officer, 


The official newspuper, “The Black Panther,” which further 
describes itself as the “Black Community News Service,” states 
that the BPP advocates the use of guns and yverrilla tactics 
in its revolutionary program to end oppression of the black 
people. Residents of the black community are urged to arm 
themselves against the police who are consistently referred to 
in the publication as “piyi' who should be killed, 


“The Black Panther” assue of September 7, 1968, contains 
an editorial ov BPP Minister of Luucation, GLORGE MASON MURRAY, 
which ends with the following: ‘wee 

"Black men. Black people, colored persuns of America, 
revolt everywherc: Arm yourselves. The only culture worth keeping 
is a revolutionary culture. Change. Freedum everywhere, 

Dynamite: Black Power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere.” 


Included in the introduction to an article appearing 
in the October 5, 1968, edition of “The Black Panther" is the 
stutement,’.....we will not dissent from Amcrican Government. 
We will overthrow it.” 


Issues of “The Black Panther’ regularly contain 
quotations from the writings of Chairman MAO Tse-tung of the 
People’ s Republic of China and feature MAO'’s statement that 

“political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” 


- The nationa headquarters of the BPP is located at ai 
3106. Shattuck Avenue, /Berkelev, California, Branches have beer 
established xt virious locations throughout the United States. 
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' UNITED STATES GOVE,. MENT 


Memorandum 
a 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6760) 


“BAC, Cuicaco acbigy teak ss SES ERET 
JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 

RM- BNAT 

00: CHICAGO. 


Re Bureau nisted to Chtdies. sities ‘and Sen Pisaniees 


“gated 11/19/69: Chicago airtel and LHM dated 12/17/69; Atlenta 


airtel and LHM dated 12/18/69 and San rr letter and LEM 
dated 12/18/69. 


Referenced Bureau airtel instructed Chicago to sue 
evaluate the results of the investigation set forth in . 
referenced communications concerning JACKSON's connections . 
with the Black Panther Party (BPP) and to submit reconm- 
mendations to the Bureau concerning Surther aequiry into 
this matter. 


Chicago has gereteet reviewed referenced stieeia M 
cations and as a result certain conclusions have been drawn. 


There appears to be no — but what JESSE — = haar 
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Daarore CINPO) dig.senn) 
1-San Francisco (INFO) (157-4740) 
2-Chicago 5 

le 157-2520 (Operation Breadbasket) 
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CG 157-953 
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Because of the basic philosophical difference be- ee. 
tween the BPP and SCLC concerning the use of violence in = sez. 
 aettaining their goals and as long as JACKSON remains an .. 
official of SCLC it seems unlikely that his connections ;* 
with the BPP could change significantly in the weet al 
of forming any close association with the BPP, It also 
appears that any such association, even if desired by _ ; 
JACKSON, would be further inhibited by the obvious distrust 
of JACKSON by BPP leaders who must realize that any organi- 
wzation to which JACKSON would belong would have to accept | 
him in some sort of leadership capacity. It would appear 
unlikely that present BPP leaders would be willing to — 
relinquish any such control to JACKSON and it is equally 
unlikely that JACKSON would accept & — role to 
the present BPP leadership. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-14291) 
SAC, NEW YORK (157-4303) (C) 


BLACK LEADERSHIP COALITION 
RACIAL MATTERS .. Fes 


ReNYlet and LHM, 11/20/69. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau, Atlanta and 
Chicago are 15, two, and two —— of an LEM ne 


captioned group. 
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HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 


a - Hew York: 100- 
1 - New York 
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. Attached LHM is classified 
it contains information furnished by 
continuing value, and disclosure of this ght 
divulge his identity and have an adverse effect on the national 
defense interests. 


WYO does not contemplate any additional action in 
connection with captioned group. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
£& = 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 


January 2i, 1970 


Black Leadership Coalition 


This document contains neither recanmendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is the 

property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed Rive 


Cae. ~ ~neeee eos . - owen 


IMATION CONTAINED 
—-— HETEIN 153 UgpLAss " \¢ | 


_a4Mv ay’ y) { | 


“ 
NE GORE BN a pte GE 


-_ 


Black Leade rship Coalition 


A characterization of SKCC is attached 
hereto. 
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Black Leadership Coalition 
APPENOIX © 


STUDENT NATIONAL COORDINATING CONNITTEE 


A source advised tho Student National Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), formerly known as the Studeat Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, is a nonwembership organization founded 
in 1960, during the civil rights movement in the South. 


Under the leadership of STOKELY CARMICH‘EL, who served 
as National Chaixman during the period 1966-67, SNCC evolved 
from a civil rights criented group into a fulij-bBlown black 
acvOlutionary organization. 


A publication entitled "1967 High Tide of Black 
Resistance" indicates the year 1967 was considered by SNCC as a 
historic milestone fer the libcration of black people in the 
United States and the year that revolutionaries throughout the 
world beyzan to understand more fully the impact of the black 
movement. The publication declared that “liberation will come 
only when there is final destruction of this mad octopus-the 
capitalistic system cf the United States with all its lifee 
sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke the 
people of Alricu, Asia, and Lalin Awerica. Tie realities of 
black life, tozether with the recognition instilled in SNCC 
workers, forced its members to further popularize the legitimacy 
of self-defense and rebellions when oppression became too great.” 


A second source adviscd that H, RAP BROWN succeeded 
CARNICHAEL as National Chairman of SNCC in May, 1968, and served 
in that capacity until June, 1968, at which time SNCC reorganized, 
creating ten deputy chairmen in an effort to relieve pressure by 
law enforcement. | 


In April, 1969, SNCC moved its national headquartors 
from Atlanta, Georgia, to New York City, where it is presently 


located. sd 415643 


H, RAP BROWN announced at a press cosference in 
New York City on July 22, 1969, that he had been elected Chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. He announced 
the organization was dropping the word "Nonviolent" from its 
title and will be Knows as the Student National Coordinating 
Committee, with a ‘Revolutionary Political Couneil functioning 
as its governing body. BROWN, at that time, stated the use of 
force is necessary in obtaining revolutionary goals. i 
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Hon. J. Edger Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, O 
Washington, 0.0. : 


& . : ie 
Dear Friend and Brother: | —- c ee orl e] 
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I em enclosing herewith an article 
started on the fron® page of Sundays Chicago Tribume and 
I am beginning to wonder WHY they give such publicity to 

“guch a rabble rouser. Wherever any trouble exists you will 
find him popping up and rousing the unfortunate people 
of his race to defy the law regardless of the fact or 
consequence. My wife and I really getfed up with the way 
he is labeled "The Reverend". 


Perhans you have forgotten who I em = an old 
friend of Se. 3 also well acquainted with 
your good man in San << 


ZI hope that thie finds you fin good health and we 
both send you our best wishes. 


Sincerely and Fraternally, 
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tev: Jesse” Jackéon Tells 
What Blacks of Chicago Want 


7 BY THE REV. JESSE JACKSON eee 
[Director of Operation Breadbasket]) | The needs and demands of 
When considering the scope of the ‘he city’s largest minority 

black man's wants and demands in group are many and varied. 

Chicago, we must remember that this To many whites, the demands 

_ City’s black community is mixed in are confusing. To others, they 

.. @pinion. The black population has many = are frightening. Precisely what 

different ideas sbout race and other 44 i¢ that the black community 


matters. Thus, I make no pretext of wants? Here, ene of the city’s 


knowing what all black Chicagoans want 
por do I claim to speak for all of them.  —#nd the mation’s—most im- 


- However, I do feel that my work with  fluential black leaders gives 
black students,- ministers, social 
workers, doctors, businessmen, and 
welfare recipients—es well as my 
experiences: with the late Dr. Martin 
Lather King Jr., and my experiences as 
a bleck man, busband, father, and 
resident of Chicago—have boned my 
judgment into one that is substantially 


sebered, comprehensive and repre- | 
- setativen  - ee By justice, I refer te that condition of 


What He Wants — — a 


What does the black man in Chicago 
He wants te share responsibility in the — 
reshaping ef this city. He wants to © 
participate in the reshaping of this state 
end the sastion. The black man 
wants—end ig demanding—power. He 
seeks te be able to make decisions en 
the Girection that his comm should 
aieve. He wants and 0 fl | 
white usurpation ef such 
black duties as deciding who runs black 
Seer. Soot “tine Panes re Gung to 
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You can see an all-American slice 


everyday in the ghetto which is more 
than can be said for wuni-racial 
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face its moment of truth at this critical 
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scores of programs in which the 
involved—at 3 and 4 and 
the cost.’ 
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end a much more beneficial program 
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blacks, Indians, Spanish - speaking 
people, and poor whites away from the 


18 N. Indian Bandits SUSPECT ARSON AT ROPER 


Killed in Gun Battle 
JAIPUR, India, July 18 [Reo : 3 ) 
ters)—Police today killed 13 ae - | Pritish Troops te Vee ot eight = 
ubber Riot Bullets) goue trom 3 seizares 
ante wade Wa © ccleeres aad oes 
July 18 U—British troops here | June since spe s 
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July 29, 1970 


. 3 


[have received your letter of July 23rd, with 
enclosure, and want to thank you for the best wishes of your 
wifeand you. : 


The concern that prompted you to write is readily 
understandable and I appreciate having this information. 


Sincerely yours, 
aes ALL 
— lll b7c 


NOTE: Bufiles disclose prior limited correspondence » a 


last outgoing 12-4-64 in response to his praise of the Director‘s 
administration of the Bureau. Jesse Jackson is a subject of a 
Racial Matters - Black Nationalists investigation and is on the 
Agitators Index of the Chicago Office. - 


ALL INFORMATION ss 


eee, en ENVEL(®E 


Gat 1003 GBeeIpe 
@te Gen GC. wD. BP 


- . UNITED STATES iiiaic: 1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


1 - Mr. C. DBD. Brennan 
Memorandum 1 - Mr. T. B. Bishop 


TO ‘Mr. C. D. Brennan DATE: 6/14/70 © 


FRoM :G. C. moore QW. 


suBJECT: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
RACIAL MATTERS 


- a 


To advise you of a recent press conference held by 
Jackson concerning "Time" magazine's versian of the ne 
between the Director and Martin Luther King, Jr. : 

According to United Press International (UPI), Jackson 
held a press conference during which he accused the Director of 
trying to "whitemail"’ King and called on President Nixon to 
"suspend" the Director. A copy of the UPI wire dispatch is 
attached. 


Jackson is National Director of Operation Breadbasket, 
the economic branch of the Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence (SCLC). It was organized for the purpose of exposing and 
correcting economic abuses suffered by Negroes and ghetto resi- 
dents as a result of overcharging by ghetto store owners and ;to 
correct alleged discriminatory hiring practices. Jackson was 
born 10/8/41 in Greenville, South Carolina, amd has attended 
North Carolina A&T College and the Chicago Theological Seminary. 
He is married and has three children. He joimed the SCLC in 
1966 and was with King when the latter was assassinated. Jackson 
is frequently mentioned in the press as the heir apparent to King. 
He has led many civil rights demonstrations im the Chicago area. 
For the most part he has adhered to a non-violent approach; 
however, in the Summer of 1969 he spoke at a conference against 
fascism in Oakland, California, which was spomsored by the Black 
Panther Party (BPP). Also, in an article containing an interview 
with him which appeared in the November, 1969, issue of "Playboy" 
magazine he indicated that he conditionally feels that violence — 
is justified and expressed anti-police sentiments similar to. 
those of the vid tf 
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Enclosure 


Memorandum to Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Re: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
157-6760 j 


OBSERVATIONS : 


It is obvious that Jackson has attempted to enhance 
his image and gain nation-wide publicity by challenging the 
Directot. We can anticipate more such actions by him in the 
future as he recently appears to have taken a more extreme 
position with regard to racial matters. 


ACTION: 


be able to exploit through counterintelligence techniques 
in order to neutralize his position 


te V wy 4 


We will remain alert for any situation we might ) ( 
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captioned, “JESSE LEWIS JACKSON, RM”; Bureau airtel to ss 
Gated 8/20/70, captioned “MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SHC". -- 
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It appears JACKSON has ein ibiy put himself at 
odds with the leadership of the SU. He certainly ms -. 
received so backing fron —— Leaders of SCLC ia this | 
eatter. | : ips 3. pes 
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JACKSON has made a0 further eonmeete Sneiiiilas che 
Director, to date at least, since prior to 8/13/70, _ 


: ——,. mie no further reference at all to the 


Chicago feels it is inadvisable to undertake Gay . 
activity which will revive thie mtter as to do so will 4, --; 
@oly give JACESON a topic he can utilize to further ie a 
his image - good or bad - he doesa’t care — owe 
4t is publicity. a foe 


Chicago nisin forth ‘the rence perigee ger 
Bureau consideration. Za the event the Bureau desires Ge #3} i § 
pursue this mtter further, this office is in ition : bx 
to subait suggestions on methods to discredit if she 
has not sufficiently done so already, and has so 8S available 
to carry through tactics such as letters to nf — sihiond 2 
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UNITED STATES vi *NMENT 
“Memorandum 


DIRECTUR, FBI, eS 
SAC, CHICAGO (P) — Sgn TOENTIAL 


SUBJECT: OPERATI UN BREADBASKET 
CG FILE 157-2520 


JESSE LOUIS @cxson 
RM 


CG FIL& 157-953 


q 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of a. SS : 
LHi dated and captioned as above. One copy each has \X 
been furnished to the U. S. Attorney and U. S. Secret 


Service, both Chicago and to Region 1, 113th MI Group, 
Evanston, Illinois. 


The cor 
enclosed LHM are 
(prote Der oghs 4. 


The Uperation Breadbasket meeting set out | 
in the LHM was broadcast over Chicago radio station , ‘a: 
WVUN. This broadcast was monitored and tape recorded 
for later review. A review of this tape reflected 
substantially the same information as reported by the 
above informants, with the exception of the fact that 
no mention was made on the zadio broac >f the 
receipt of the bomb thr 


confidential since unauthorized disclosure of the 
infofmation contained therein could jeopardize 

the future utilization and effectiveness of the _ 
confidential sources used. geet 


}. The enclosed LHM has been classified 
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CG 157-2520 
157-953 
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Chicago will continue to monitor th m2 
h P Breadbasket meetings chrough Se : 
71D md the radio broadcast of these 
meetings. 
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Unt | STATES DEPARTMENT np OD ICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, . 


Chicago, Illinois 
September 3, 1970 
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OPERATION BREADBASKET 


JESSE LUUIS JACKSON 
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Approximately 2000 persons attended this 
meeting which began at gt Leecene ed pod 8:30 a.m. 
Keverend Curtis Malsom (phonetic) was introduced by 
Reverend Ed Riddick and gave the Bible scripture 
lesson for the day. 


4 
C 


{ 
oh Uw 


The next speaker was introduced es the 
Reverend Mrs. Willie Barrow who read a letter received 
from the United Farm Workers Organization Committee’ ~- 
reporting the ending of the grape boycott and thanking 
Uperation Breadbasket for its support during the boycott. 

e letter was signed by Cesar Chavez. Mrs. Barrow . 
then announced that the inspection of food stores loceted 


in the black community by representatives of Uperation 
Breadbasket was about to be resumed and that “direct 


action" would be taken against, any stores found to be 


unclean or to be selling bad meat. The form of the direct 
action is to be in the nature ‘of an economic boycott. 


Taal % 
a Q° 
a 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 


FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to pe distributed outside your agency. 
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OPERATIUN BREWBASKET 
JESSE LUUIS JACKSON aaa 


£ _ 
The next speaker was Reverend Riddick who 
made a mumber of routine announcements and then 


introduced a song to be sung by the Uperation 
Breadbasket Choi. 7 ‘ 


Following the song, the next speaker vas 
introduced as Keverend Calvin Morris, Associate 
Director of Uperation Breadbasket. Reverend Morris 
devoted his entire talk to expressing his gratitude 
to everyone who sent cards and other expressions 
of good will during his recent recovery from an 
automobile accident. 


The next speaker was introduced as Charles 
Hayes (phonetic) who was described as a prominent 
black labor leader. lIlayes spoke concerning the cab 
drivers union election coming up on September 2, 
1970, and urged everyone present to support the 
black candidates for the various offices of this 
union. 


The next speaker was Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
National Virector of Serer Saeeeee ae spoke 
for the remainder of the meeting. Jackson rambled 


considerably in his nd pind umping from subject to 


subject. Among the things he discussed was the 
Black Men Moving group, which consists of a group 
of men who are residents of the Cabrini Green 
Housing Project and who were organized into this 
group following the sniper killing of two police 
officers at that project recently. Jackson stated 
that pean avg ab ng St cg be ptilized to support 
the Contract Buyers League (CBL) in their resistance 
mot pinghs efforts to evict members of the CHL from 
their homes for failure to make their payments. 


Jackson pledged the full support of Uperation Bread- 


basket to the CBL, 


: 115625 scsuas 


(@ 


UPeERATIUN BKREADVBASAET 
P — 


JESSE LUULS JACKSON CosteenerrAL 
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Jackson also spoke on the need for unity 
among black men everywhere as well as black organi- 
zations. He criticized black students in colleges 
who demonstrate and cause disturbances so as to 
obtain concessions allowing them to continue in 
school without having to measure up to the scholastic 
standards of the school. Jackson stated that upon 
graduation these students will be useless because 
they will not have acquired the knowledge and sbility 
to be lawyers, doctors, and teachers, ich are 80 
sorely needed in the black community today. 


Jackson made a number of critical and 
derisive comments concerning several elected officiels 
ye vb Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley, U. S. Senator 
Charles Fercy and some other local government officials. 


Jackson deplored the black youth gang 
violence occurring every day in Chicago and elsewhere. 
He stated there 1s no reason for black men to fight 
against other black men and he laid the blame for 
this violence at the door of those who created the 
deplorable conditions in which black youths must live. 


Jackson announced at the end of his talk °*‘"* 
that a collection would be taken up at that time and 
that there would be no songs or spirituals as was 
the usual practice following his talk. 
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UPERATIUN BREADBASKET 


JESSE LOULS JACKSON 
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advi sec sr fice received a report 

on sugust 29, 1970, that an anonymous telephone call 
had been received ont Were Operation Breadbasket 
meeting at the Capital Theater that there was a bomb. 
on the premises. A search of the theater by the 
police did not uncover any explosive device. 


«a copy of this communication is being 
furnished to the following agencies: 


United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois | 

United States Secret Service, Chicago, Illinois 

Region I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, 
Evanston, Illinois. 


415€27 


— _————_— ae ea a - 


Gar 1063 BIT: doe 
@te Gen GO cD 87 


UNITED STATES - NMENT 


wuniihisiie.« Kuyt IN BIN Y “—_ 4 


nae 1 - Mr. W. C. Sulli 
Memorandum 1 - Mr. C. D. sre 
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-Mr. C. D. Bre # ‘DATE: 8/17/70 
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ner Sree areas ALL INFORMAMION CON 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED~ 
Pursuant to Le be “tees BY GAT Pro i ja 


forth below a summary write-up concerning Jesse Louis Jackson. 


Jackson is National Director of Operation Breadbasket, 
the economic branch of the Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence (SCLC). It was organized for the purpose of exposing and 
correcting economic abuses suffered by Negroes and ghetto resi- 
dents as a result of overcharging by ghetto store owners and to 
correct alleged discriminatory hiring practices. Jackson was 
born 10/8/41 in Greenville, South Carolina, and has attended 
North Carolina A&T College and the Chicago Theological Seminary. /} 
He is married and has three children. He joined the SCLC in 
1966 and was with Martin Luther King, Jr. when the latter was 
assassinated. Jackson is frequently mentioned in the press as 4 
the heir apparent to King. He has led many civil rights demon- 
strations in the Chicago area. For the most part he has adhered 
to a non-violent approach; however, in the Summer of 1969 he: spoke 
at a conference against fascism in Oakland, California, which was 
sponsored by the Black Panther Party (BPP). Also, in an article 
containing an interview with him which appeared in the November, 
1969, issue of "Playboy" magazine he indicated that he condition- 
ally feels that violence is justified and expressed anti-police 
sentiments similar to those of the BP ay oar 
| Sais 8/570 67b60-AF 

On 8 70 Jackson held a press conference concerning 
‘lan article in "Time" magazine regarding the meeting between the 
Director and King in 1964. During this conference he accused 
the Director of trying to "whitemail" King and called on 
President Nixon to “suspend” the Director. Jackson addressed 
lthe Atlanta Press Club, Atlanta, Georgia, on 8/13/70, and, 


{ referring to che reget "Time" article, declared, "The FBI 


| 1 AUG 2480 ._. 
CONTINUED - OVER j 
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Memorandum to Mr. C. D. Brennan a 3 
RE: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON ie. 


| says it doesn't have enough money for catching dope peddlers, 
but runs around making stag films."" On 8/16/70 Jackson spoke 
at a Nation of Mam dinner in Chicago, Illinois. He called 


for all black leaders to join in his call for the suspension 
of the Director. 
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OBSERVATIONS: 


It is obvious that Jackson is an opportunist and is 
attempting to enhance his image and gain nation-wide ublicity 
by his recent actions. We can expect more of the same by 

in the future and in view of this will remain alert for any 


situation we might be able to exploit through counterintelligence 
techniques. 


ACTION: 


3 tas 


For information. The above is submitted pursuant 
to the Director's request. 
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. 4 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, = * 
indicated, explain this deletion. ° 


Deleted under exemption(s) OIC, bt D ; with no segregable 


materia! available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies), 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


["] For your information: 


ie The following number is to be.used for reference regarding these pages: 


7-£760-24 
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0: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6760) —_— 


FROM: BAC, CHICAGO (157-953) (P) 
SUBJECT: JESSE LEW! Kaow_ 


On a Fa77 Yk. pt“ 


Re Chicago airtel to Bureau dated 8/14/70, aad 
if / captioned, “MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., S8H-C". 


The newspaper article from the August 13, 1970 issue 
of the "Chicago Daily News", a daily Chicago newspaper, reflected 
an article captioned "100 Prominent Chicagoans Ask Nixon to Fire 
Hoover". This article zetleoted that urs. SAYERS and RAMSEY 
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DIRECTOR, FBI ALL INFORM ATION CONTAINED (V 
SAC, CHICAGO HEREIN IS Ll}, cones ‘wIED 


JESSE Lov 1 3AcKson 
RM 

(Bufile 157-6760) 
(CGfile 157-953) 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
RM 

(Bufile 105-165706) 
(CGfile 157-1291) 


Re Chicago airtel to the Bureau dated 8/18/70. _ : } 


: 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 1] copies of a LHM 
dated and captioned as above. One copy each has been 
furnished to the U.S. Attorney and U.S. Secret Service, bot 


Chicago, Illinois, and Region I, 113th MI Group, Evanston? ‘* 
Illinois. 


The onf ic stial source referred to in the enclosed 
b7¢, 01D 


The enclosed LHM has been classified cont uffnt ia 
Sin order to protect the identity of the above sourc the 


disclosure of whom could be. detrimental to the security o 
the United States. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


oad Kh Chicago, Illinois 
tle Ne. §=6157-953 
157.1291 AUG 25 870 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


Tt 
A characterization of the Black Panther Party is 
attached hereto. 


A copy of this communication is being furnished to 
the following agencies: 


United States Attorney 


Chicago, Illinois; ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


United States Secret Service HERt lt lS U.4 -, 4SSIFIED 


Chicago, Illinois; i ER a EPP abe 
Region I, 113th Military Intell ce 5272 


Evanston, TIllinois. 


2 | 415610 


This document Comins ‘neither ila ale nor conclusi ° 
ef the Federal reay of Investigation. It is the property of 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
- - 


po 5 
Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, whese 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) [Pe with no segregable 


material available for release to you. “yt 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Informatiog pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
3 , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Re: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


1 APPENDIX 


=a ~*~ « @ - 


BLACK PANTHER F'ARTY 


= eee OO ce 


According to tts official newspaper, the Black Panther 
Party (BPP) was viarted durin: December, 1966, in Oukland, 
California, to Qruarnitze hlack people so they can take control 
of the life, poliitss, und tne destiny of the black community. 
It was organtacd by SOLITY GStRGE SEALE, BPP Chairman, and HUEY 
P. NEWTON, BPY Linesster ot Detense. NEWION is presently serving 
a sentence cf 4% to :5 years on a conviction of manslaughter in 
connection witn tre giliing of an Oakland police officer. 


The offie.al newspaper, “The Black Panther,” which further 
describes itsel.s zc *he "Black Conmsunity News Service,” states 
that the BFP advccztcs: the use of guns and guerrilla tactics 
in its revolutioncvy prou-am co end oppression of the black 
people. Resicents of ths black compunity are urged to arm 
themselves agairs. the poitce who are consistently referred to 
in the publication 22 “cigs. tho should be killed. 


“The Blzci: Panther" issue of September 7, 1968, contains 
an editorial by +s? tinister of hkducation, GEORGE MASON MURRAY, 
which ends with the following: gee 

"Bleck ucr.. Elack people, colored persons of America, 
revolt everywhere: <Arw yourselves. The only culture worth ere 
is a revolutionary, cuiture, Change. Freedom everywhere. 3 
Dynamite: BPlacx Power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs iii al pata 


Include? in the incroduction to an article appearing 
in the October 5, 1968. edition of “The Black Panther" is the 
statement," Soe wil not Gissent from American Government. 
We will overthro@ i:..° 

rs : 

Issues o: “The Black Punther" regularly contain 
quotations from the writaugs of Chairman MAO Tse-tung of the 
People's .Republic of Chipa anc feature MAO's statement that 
“political power _ “gut of the barrel of a gun.” 


The nationai readquurters of the BPP is located at 
- 3106 Shattuck Avenuc, Berkeley, California. Branches have been 
established at various locctions throughout the United States, . 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (25-330971) (157-6760) 


FRUM: Sac, CHICAGO (157-5375) (157-953) 
hs 
SUBJECT: “NaTION OF ISLAM 


| Rue NOI Ly i 
| #Jessr LOUI aACKSON 


RM 
Re Chicago teletppe 8/16/7 


| / Fnclosed for the Sureau and atlanta are 
f 


ten and one copies of an LHM relating to a speech 

fd given by keverend JESSE JACKSON at a Fruit-of Islam 
of Muhammad's Temple No. 2 ee affair in 

/ Chicayo, Illinois, on 8/16/70. 
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(2), furnished data set forth in the 4, Same being b7D | 


classified "VYopkidearrai" due to the sensitive nat 
if “A of the information. DES! 7, ¢.* one Ay sfeq 
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UNI, ‘D STATES DEPARTMENT OF : : ‘TICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago,“IIlinois 
august 16, 1970 


NaTION OF ISLAM 
JESSE LUUIS JatKsSuN 


The following are characterized in later 


Nation of Islam (NOI) 
Fruit of Islam (FOI) 

‘huhammad Speaks", august 14, 1970, Page 20, 
reflects the Ful of Nuhammad's Iliosque G2.)  hamber Zs 
Chicago, Illinois, was to sponsor an Fducational Benefit 
Dinner on Sunday, august 1€, 14/70, at the Salaam 
Restaurant, 8300 South Cottage Grove .veme, Chicago. 


"Muhammad Speaks" newspaper is self- 
cescribed as published weekly by 
td: Nun:ber 2 in Chicago. 


The "Chicayo Daily Defencer"', weekend 
edition, august 15-21, 1970, Page 4, set forth an 
advertisenent of the above anc acded xeverend Jesse 
Jackson would be the guest speaker at the affair. , ia: 


The "'chicayo Daily lefender" is a 
caily newspaper published in Chicago 
which is oriented to the Negro conmunity. 


Reverend Jesse Jackson is National 
Lirector of Uperation Breadbasket, 
the economic arm of the southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 
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This cocunent contains neither recoisendations nor conclusions : 
of the FsI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it anc its contents “re mt to be distributed 


outsice your agency. 
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NATION OF ISLAM 


——wm ————e eo Oe 


A source advised on January 12, 1970, the Natica 
of Islam (NOI), an organizatiion for members of the black 
race only, had its origin in Dotroit, Michigan, in the early 
1930's. Headquarters is Muhammad's Teaple Number 2, 8335 
South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, which affords 
direction to numerous affiliate branches, commonly referred 
to as Muhammad's Temples or Mosques, located throughout the 
United States. The leader is ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, self-styled 
“Messenger of Allah" and the only divinely appointed leader 
of the black race in the United States, who controls all 
policies and programs. 


MUHAMMAD's teachings stress Allah (God) selected 
him to lead the so-called Negro out of slavery in North 
America through establishment of an independent black nation 
in the United States; the white man is the “devil” and open 
enemy of the black man; black and white races must be | 
separated; the white man, his Government and religion will 
be destroyed by Allah through the forces of nature in the 
“War of Armageddon,” a war between Allah and the “devil.” 
MUHAMMAD's teuchings are wpread through weekly radio broad- 
casts throughout the United States and through “Muhammad , .,- 
Speaks,’ the official NOI organ which is published weekly 
in Chicago and distributed to affiliate Mosques for use in 
weekly sermons and for diatribution to the public. 


MUHAMMAD und other NOI members have refused to 
comply with Selective Service Laws stating that they respect 
laws of the United States provided they do not conflict with 
NOI laws. They do not believe the Government should force 
them to participate in wars ehen they have nothing to gain. 


415606 
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APPENDIX 


On May 2, 1969, a’sovrce advised the Fruit of 
Islam (FOI) is a group within the Nation of Islam (NOI) 
composed of all maie members. Its purpose is to protect 
officials and property of the NOI, to assure menbers comply 
with NOI teachings, and to prepare for the approaching 
"War of Armageddon.” Members are expected to participate 
in military drill and judo and karate training. The FOI is 
governed by a military system wherein mezbers are controlled 
by general orders similar to those issued by regular military 
organizations. 
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Ut “ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF USTICE | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION 


Chicago; Illinois 
august 18, 194 


Title WsTION OF ISLeati 
JESSE LUUIS JaCKSON 


Character 


Reference is made to memorancum dated 
anc captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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SAC, CHICAGO | 


CPERATION BREADBAS KET 


(Bufile 157-2789) _ 
(CGfile 157-2520) ©. 
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yy “(Bufile 157-6760) — 
(CGfile 157-953) 
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, 


For the past four consecutive weeks tape recordings 
have been made of the weekly meetings of Operation Bread- 
basket as broadcasted over Chicago radio station WVON, These 
tape recordings have been carefully reviewed for intelligence 


int cena t 108 reistiye to cantic = tions 


iicago £ eves contisued monitoring | 
o his broadcas fesirable since considera information 
as to the identity of persons currently active Operation 
Breadbasket has been obtained and because plans for future . 
denonstrations and other activities are sonetines announced 


on ae shat me ee ae, ee ae ——: 


“‘eer* * 
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Chicago has retained the ‘above tape sities to - 
Perey Since these tapes appear to be of ano further value 
once they have been reviewed and the pertinent information 
has been recorded in the respective files these we and 
future tapes, will be es sa UACB, | 
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CHICAGO--A FIGHTER OF CORRUPTION IN COVERNMENT AND 


IL RIGHTS LEADER STAND READY TO TAKE ON THE LEGEND 
HINE OF MAYOR RICHARD J. DALEY SHOULD HIS HONOR DEC 


PRE CE DENTE RM, 
A FORMER DEMOCRAT WHO SAYS HE IS 
‘KED BY THE REPUBLICAN PARTY THURS 
hi. RESIGNED AS DIRECT 
A WATCHDOG AGENC 
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R 
A TEADER OF OPERATION BREAD 
AN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, RAS eT, SECLARED 
BUT FILED A SUIT IN FEDERAL COURT THURSDAY CHARGING 
ATING PROCEDURES FOR INDEPENDENTS ARE UNFAIR. 
FILED SUIT PROTESTING STATE AND CITY STATUTES WHICK  -. 
M TO GATHER SIGNATURES OF 5 PER CENT OF THOSE WHO 
HE LAST GENERAL ELECTION. REGULAR PARTY CANDIDATES 
ONLY ONE-HALF OF 4 PER CENT OF PARTY EMBERS, 
IT WAS SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT TO CLEAR THE WAY FOR 
OR ANOTHER BLACK LEADER RUNNING WITH HIS BACKING, TO BECOME 2 
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(son sues to 


z(make mayor race 


By Max Sonderby and Larry Weintra 
‘2 Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, national] dire#- 
0: Operation Breadtasket, said Thu 


t. 


ee 


sae civil rights leader stated his intentions | 


us a sansuil Challenging state election laws 
which the complaint says discriminate 
against independents. 


. Thomas N. Todd, former head of the civil, 


rights division of the U.S. attorney's office. 
here ad presently a Northwestern University 
Law School teacher, filed the suit in U.S. 
District Court on behalf of Mr. Jackson and 
twe supporters. 

Election rules that provide an independent 
must have 10 times as many nominating sig- 
matures as regular party candidates are un- 
constitutional, the suit claims. 

Must file 64 days before electien 

It also complains about the lew that re- 
quires mominating petitions to be filed by 
Feb. 1, or 64 days before the April 6 general 
el-rtinn for ma 


Mr. Jackson is “a black American born to 


poverty and is now a person of limited “7A we 


means without sufficient funds to hire 
ices of a corps of canvassers or poli 


-&.--- “oho suit says. : 


‘se tees ies & Qeceiore 
sonable, arbitrary and capricious . 
denjes him due process and equa! prot 
unaer the 34th Amendment (to the 
tion,)”’ it continues, charging: 
ey ee 
virtual monopoly to established po- 
Sticad payties ta tin Guaak of Wilasls ~ tue of 
whe fe. states which still has such restric- 


tinme * 


4 105 erate lew says independent 
dates cannot get on the ballot unless 


have nominating signaftres equal to at 
ron 


the lest or the present election, the suit 


gh apd oop calyrapeg en a Koay | 
while the Democrats and R 
have lists of party regulars to solicit for 
natures, Mr. Jackson has re such 
the suit contends. | 
Named as defendants in the action 
sta and city officials including Gov. ; 
on the list were leaders of the two p 
ties jand members of bodies that 


The suit asks for a three-judge court 

Claf the state election laws unconstitut 
Prejminary assignment was to Judge : nm 
lian] J. Lynch, a former law partner of May- 
or R 

The statement in the complaint that “Jesse 
L. Jackson seeks to qualify as an independent 
candidate for mayor in the genera) election 
on Apfil 6 but does not seek the nomination of 
any politica] party”’ is the first public deciar- 
ation of his wishtorun. . 

For some time, there has been a good deal 
of speculation that he would make the race, 


bufihe has declined to comment publicly on . 


the'matter. 
kesman for Mr. Jackson said he 
ve anything further to say on the 


Operation Breadbasket has increasiigly 


idates and more recently, Mr. J 
made endorsements in races. 

A number of other black men have been 
, mentioned im connection with the ‘mayoral 
' race in 1971. 

State Sen. Richard H. Newhouse (D-Chi- 
—————s ee 
-be was considering it. 

Gtisars mebitioned as pecsible candidates ie- 


into the political arena. The Sa y 
meetings have provided a forum 


clude Warren H. Bacon, a member of the Chi- 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL cds lal OF INVESTIGATION 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
DECEM ENDER 22, 1970 


} 
¢ FD-566 (Rev. 2-13-69) 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
Pie Ne BUREAU 157-6760 
CHICAGO 157-953 


SUBJECT: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, Aka. 


CHARACTER: RM-SCLC 
’ 


REFERENCE: Memo dated August 25, 1970 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
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SUBJECT: JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


CHARACTER: RM-SCLC 


REFERENCE: Memo dated December 22, 1970 
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Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 


only specified) : 


Residence: 


ational Director 
Employment: Operatio Breadbasket, 79th and South Halsted. 
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Re Chicago airtel and LHM to —* 12/17/69. + 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies of an 
L't! dated and captionedas above. One copy each has been 
d:cigrated for the field divisions indicated below in view 
of the fact that information has been received that Opera- 
tion Breadbasket (OB) has opened branches in those cities. 
Cne copy each has been furnished to the U.8, Secret Service, 
Chiceapze and to Region I, 113th MI Group, Bwanston, Illinois. 


The confidential sources utilized in the enclosed 
Lit’ are as follows: 


%o)- Puresu (Enc. 11) (RM) 
1 - Atianta (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 
1 - Detroit (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 
- Housiten (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 

Los Angeles (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 
Neu York (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 
Seattle (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 
Chicago 
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the unauthorized disclosure of its contents could jeovardive 
the future effertiveness of the confidential sources utilized. 


The Snecial Agents observing the marc 
OB on May 23, 1970. as set out in the LHM were 
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The confidential sources referred to ins this 
letterhead wemorandum have all furnished reliable infor- 
wation in the past. 
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B. Emoloyment 


C. Arrest Record 


On January 123, 1971, a review of the files of the 
Bureau of Records and Communications, Chicago Police Denart- 
ment (PD), failed to disclose any record of arrest for 
Jackson not nreviously renorted, 


II, ACTIVITIES 


The January 11, 1970 issue of the Chicago Sunday 
“Tribune” newSnarer contained an article on nage four 
cartioned "Rev. Jackson, Sayers cited by Jaycees". This 
article reported that Rev. Jesse Jackson and Chicago Bear 
football nlayer Gale Sayers were named among the ten out- 
standing young men of 1969 by the United States Jaycees. 
Jackson was honored as a leader in the sorial action field. 
Jackson was named one of the ten finalists in the Chicagoan 
of the Year comnetition the nrevious week under the Svonsor- 
Shin of the Chicago Junior Association of Conmefrre. 
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For a characterization of the BPP, see the attached 
annendix nage. 


On March 13 97¢ 
advisec 
neeting vas held on March 12, 1970, at ‘the , 

City Rall, Chicago, Illinois, which was called at the svnecial 
request of Rev. Jesse Jackson with the sunrort of several 
independent aldermen. The purpose of the sverial session 
was to raise the issue of huncer among the noor and disad- 
vantaged residents of Chicago and Rev. Jackson »resented 
a oroposal in detail calling uvon the City of Chicago to 
ereate a department for the abolition of hunger which 
would sperd 36 million dollars a year. The City Council 
did not engage in a discussion of anti-hunger nronrosals, 
but ordered a public hearing by its finance comaitte for 
10:00 a.m., on Karch 23, 1970. Ground rules were worked 
out between Mayor Richard Daley and Rev. Jackson for the 
holding of the hearing. Rev. Jackson was advised that he 
could present as many witnesses as he desired to testify 
at the committee hearing and Rev. Jackson indicated these 
witnesses will testify that malnutrition constitutes an 
emergency in Chicago and that the city should begin a 
Special program with or without state or federal aid. 
Rev. Jackson stated that underhis oronosal, fourteen 
million dollars would be designated for a breakfast and 
wilk program in the schools of the City of Chicago and 
an equal amount for the distribution of meals to the 
elderly. An additional seven million dollars would 
bolster food programs for oregnant women and infants. 
_ The voor neople’ of (alana would be emnloyed to onerate 

this nFogran. ., The bove council meeting lasted anvroxi- 
wately twenty five minutes and was orderly throughout. 
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Op Yarch 25, 1970, ERD ¢ +1002 that 
testimony was heard on the previous two days the Finance b7 ry 


Committee of the City of Chicago Council concerning vrobleus 
of hunger smong the noor in Chicago. Rev. Jackson vas 
present during this testimony and he reportedly stormed 
out of the bearing room following the testimony, calling 
the meeting “very disanprointing”. Jackson was critical 
of the aldermen making un the committee because they re- 
fused to approve Jackson's oreviously submitted rroposal 
for the appropriation of thirty five million dollars. 
Jackson criticized the city for spending money to trim 
trees and cut grass when this wsoney would be better snent 
feeding the hungry. The City Council Finance Comittee 
announced at the conclusion of the hearing that hunger 
was “contrary to city nolicy” but said remedies sust 
come from the state and federal government. The committee 
adonted a resolution demanding higher »ublic aid food 
budgets, expanded free federal:programs and more liberal 
etandards for public aid eligibility. No nrovision was 
made for the anpronriation of any money by the city. 

Rev. Jackson had said previously he would mareh on City 
Hall on March 25, 1970, with hundreds of poor people to 
win support for bis plan, however, this march did not 
waterialize. 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


wee o@ so . 


ad 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


F al 


The May 17, 1970 issue of the “Chicago Tribune” 
newSpaper contained an article cavtioned "BlacksSet March 
on City Police HQ", which reported substantially the 
information set out above concerning the march on Police 
Headquarters, Chicago. 


On May 23, 1970, represettatives of the FBI ob- 
served the demonstration described as “the march against , ,,. 
repression” Sponsored by SCLC and OB. Anrroxiuately 
sixteen hundred particinants in the warch, about ninety 
per cent of whom were Black, gathered at the Grant Park 
Band Shell in the vicinity of llth Street and Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago. At 1:00 p.m., this grouv, four abreast, 
marched west on llth Street to the Chicago PD's Head- 
quarters, lith and State Streets, led by Rev. George 
Riddick. At the front of the march was a hearse bearing 
a mock coffin. At the entrance at Police Headquarters, 

a wreath of flowers was laced and brief nrayers vere 
read by Rev. Riddick and Rev. C. T. Vivian, also of OB. 
Following this ceremony. the march proceeded to the 
Federal Building, 219 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


a: if { = CONFIDE iA L 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON 


A short prayer vigil was held, after which the wsarch con- 
tinued to the Civic Center Plaza, Dearborn Street and 
Washington Avenue, Chicago. A rally was held at this 
location and approximately twelve nersons spoke repre- 
senting, various local civil rights and peace groups. 

All of the Sneakers used generally the Same theme, that 
is criticism of alleged repression by the Chicago PD and 
the Cook County States Attorney's Office against Black 
people. The rally ended at approximately 4:99 o.a., 

and the demonstrators disnersed without incident. It 
was noted that Rev. Jesse Jackson had been announced 

as the main soeaker of this rally, however, Jackson vas 
not observed present either during the march or the rally. 
Some time after ths march, it was announced that Jackson 
had been hospitalized with nneumonia. 


The June 22, 1970 issue of the “Seattle Tines” 
newspaver, Seattle, Washington, contained an article 
captioned "Black's Oneration Breadbasket Exnands to Seattle”. 
This article stated that OB had expanded into the Seattle 
area. The article stated that this groun, headed by 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, confronts the business and econosic 
forces in Black areas, forcing them through negotiations 
and boycotts to hire more Blacks, stock Black »roducts 
and give Blacks a voice in the economic future of their 

. counmunity. Rev. Samuel McKinney, Pastor of Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, has’ been named temporary Chairman of 
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this grouo. In his ~ress release, Jackson stated that 
OB first would begin to obtain basic information about 
the Black community. He said teams would begin checking 
stores in the Central Area for bad meat, bent cans. nrice 
differences, job nossibilities and the ungrading of jobs. 
He said the group would negotiate with stores and groups 
but would also hold the weapon of economic hoycott to be 
used when necessary. Jackson also named several other 
areas to be looked into. Jackson claimed that OB has 
organizations in forty four cities, mostly in the Mid- 
west and the East. 


The July 1 through 15, 1970 issue of the “West 
Side Torch" newspaper, Chicago, Illinois, contained an 
article captioned "Walgreens Signs Covenant for 385 Jobs". 
This article datelined June 27, at Chicago, renorted that 
at a regular OB meeting before more than three thousand 
people, Charles R. Walgreens, Jr. signed an agreement 
with OB calling for more jobs and business opnortunities 
for Black people. Rev. Jesse Jackson called Walgreen to * ‘* 
the stage to sign the covenant before the neonle at the 
weekly Breadbasket meeting. Rev. Jackson was quoted as 
Saying "We write the agreement and Walgreens has agreed 
to sign it and live by it. We demanded and we got 385 
more jobs worth more than two million dollars in new 
income to Black families and our community". Flanked 
by Breadbasket ministers and other drugstore executives, 
Rev. Jackson called signers to the stand one by one to 
place their Signatures on the agreement marking the end 
of the Breadbasket "don't buy” campaign. Agreement also 
calls for a commitment by Walgreens to use Black Scavengers 
and exterminators, sell Black nroducts on a wide basts : 
of distribution, transfer accounts to Black banks, use 
Black ¢ontractors Zor new construrtion and remodeling, 
advertise in Black news media and buy or lease cars and 
_trucks from Black aufo dealers. It was nointed out that 
Walgreens has tyenty stores that are in Black neighbor- 
hoods and these stores wust be respectful of the consunity 


they serve. 
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ee 
that Rev. Jesse Jackson ass e housand 
Black neople in the vicinity of the Cabrini-Green Chicago 
Housing Autbority Project shortly after 1:90 n.s8. on that 
date. This is a wrublic housing area where two Chicago 
police officers were slain by sniper fire on July 17, 
1970. Jacksop announced the formation of a new nen's 
division of OB called "Black Men Moving". At 2:00 v.a., 
twelve hundred black neonle including wen, women and 
children, began a march to the Downtown section of Chicago 
for a rally at the Civic Center located at Clark and 
Randolnb Streets. At this rally, Rev. Jackson snoke 
to the group concerning the necessity for Black men to 
assert themselves and to wrovide necessary »rotection 
in the Black communities. At the rally. Rev. Jackson 
announced he 3 4 7 a telegram to President Nixon the 
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nrevious Tuesday exnoressing concern over ronditions in the 
Cabrini-Green Project. 


Rev. Jackson received a replying telegram frou 
the Denartment of Housing and Urban Develovment (HUD). 
advising that George Romney, Secretary of that Denartnment. 
would visit Chicago on July 31, 1970, to tour the Cabrini- 
Green Housing Project. Rev. Jackson stated he nlans to 
weet Romney and lead him through the Project so that Romney 
can talk with the residents. After the rally, Rev. Jackson 
led the marchers back to St. Dominic’s Church where they 
disbanded. 
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No. 2 is attached in the apnendix rages. 
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The November 8, 1970 issue of the Chicago Sunday 
“Sun-Times” newSparer contained an article on cage Sixty 
captioned “Jackson, 200 from Breadbasket join Wesley 
Strikers". This article reflects that the Rev. Jesse L. 
Jackson and about two hundred OB members joined pickets 
at Chicago Wesley Memorial Hospital on the nrevious day 
in a 36-day allout strike. The hospital emnloyees went 
on strike on October 2, 1970, after hoSrital aduinistrators 
refused to recognize the union as the official bargaining 
agent for non-professional emnloyees. Rev. Jackson called 
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the hosnital’s refusal to negotiate with the union "racignu 
and economic exnloitation". An official of the hosnital 
issued a statement advising that an unofficial vote vas 
taken among the unskilled workers and results were against 
the union. 
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The Deceaber 7, 1979 issue of the “Chicago 
Defender NewSpanrer" contained an article on rage 8ix 
captioned “Jesse Leads 5,900 in Trek". This article 
renorted that some 5.009 »ersons marched in a two-hour 
long narade in Chicago's Loon to dramatize their demand 
for the election of Warren H. Bacon as President of the 
Board of Education. The ~arade snonsored by the Citizens 
for Bacon and SCLC’s OB, had been announced -~reviously 
as the kickoff of a boycott of Downtown businesses. : 
However, snokesman for the two groups said the boycott + ‘a«- 
will be officially launched later if Bacon loses the 
election. The warceh tied un traffic in the Loon on 
what is considered the busiest shonning day of the week. 
Following the parade, Rev. Jackson told the crowd of 
warchers outside the office of the Board of Education, 
228 North La Salle Street. that the boycott is ained 
at the State Street Council, an organization of Loon 
businessmen, which Mayor Daley renortedly controls. 
Jackson said that any severe loss of business sufferred 
by the Council will further dramatize their demands 
for Bacon's election which Daley opnoses. Jackson made 
a number of other charges critical of Mayor Daley and 
the low nationwide rating of the city School sSysten. 
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The December 22, 1979 issue of the Chicago 
"Tribune" newSpaper contained an article cantioned “Court. 
rejects Mr. Jackson's nolea for Election Law Change".  # +} ‘8° 
This article renorted that Judge William J. Lynch of 
Federal District Court denied the "request" of Jackson 
for a temporary restraining order prohibiting the city 
and state frow enforcing election laws concerning inde- 
pendent candidates for mayor. The present law requires 
an indenendent candidate for mayor to obtain the signatures 
of five per cent of the number of qualified voters who 
voted in the last Mayoral Election whereas candidates 
of the Renublican and Democratic Parties must obtain 
one balf of one per cent of those who voted in the last 
Mayoral Primary Election. According to these rules, 
Jackson said he would need 58,584 signatures on a netition 
to qualify while the Desocratic candidate would need only 
4,099 -and the Republican candidate 2,934. Judge Iynch 
ruled that no evidence of irrenarable harm had been 
Ssubsaitted during the court hearing and refused to issue 
‘the order. He did ant a motion to convene a three- 
judge court to study the constitutionality of the 
Election Laws Jackson challenged. 
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On January 7, 1971, a radio interview of Jesse 
Jackson was broadcast on Chicago radio station VBEBM in 
which Jackson stated that he and OB will heln to raise 
funds and mobiligve the masses in sunnrort of Angela Davis. 
BPP wenber from California who was arrested in New York 
City for UFAP on the charge of murder in California. 
Jackson indicated his reasons for Sunporting Davis were 
that Davis will not be tried by a jury of her veers, 
that she has been condemned without a trial and that 
freedom of Speech and rolitical activity have been 
abridged in her case. 
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| The January 8, 1971 issue of the Chicago “Tribune” 
newsnaner contained an article on ~age three cartioned 
"Rev. Jackson to visit Angela”. This article datelined 
San Rafael, California, reported that Rev. Jesse Jackson 
would visit Angela Davis on that date in the Marin County 
Jail. Miss Davis who is awaiting trial on charges of 
Conspiracy, Kidnaving and Murder, has announced that she 
considefs Rev. Jackson her spiritual adviser. The article 
stated that Rev, Jackson already has met with Miss Davis’ 
parents and sister. 


The January 9, 1971 issue of the Chicago “Sun- 
Times" newSpaver contained an article on nage two cantioned 
"Rev. Jesse Jackson visits Angela Davis in jail cell.” This 
article datelined San Rafael, California, revorted that 
Jackson visited Angela Davis in jail the wrevious day and 
came away with a belief in her innocence. In a telenhone 
interview with a "Sun-Times" revorter, Jackson said 
Miss Davis told him she was a victim of versecution. 
Jackson stated "I talked to her for about thirty minutes 
in a Snecial room on the second floor of the Marin County. 
Civic Center, I'm convinced of her honesty and sincerity *‘* 
and I believe she is innocent”. Jackson stated Miss Davis 
told him she feels she is being persecuted for her nolitical 
beliefs and because she has become a Symbol of the Black 
struggle in America. The article went on to state that 
Miss Davis, age 26, is an avowed communist and had worked 
with the BPP and other militant grmouns before her arrest. 
Miss Davis is charged with Murder, Kidnaning and Consviracy 
in the August 7 shoot-out at the Civic Center in which a 
judge, two convicts and a youth who nolice said brought 
the weapons to court, were killed. 


The January 3, 1971 isesve of the “Chirago Today” 
newsnaner contained an article on nage six cantioned 
“Blacks are -~owerless says Bacon", which revorted that 
Warren Bacon was defeated in his candidacy for office 
of President of fhe pores Board of Education ip an 
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election held by the Board on December 39, 1970. 
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP), 
Also known as 
Breck © Panther Party — for | Self Defense 


According to the official newspaper of thc BPP, 
the BPP was started curing December, 1966, in Oakland, 
California, to organize black people so they can take control 
of the life, politics, and the destiny of the black comaunity. 
It was organized by BOBBY G, SEALE, BPP Chairman, and HUEY P. 
NEWTON, Minister of Defense, BPP. | 


The official newspaper, called “The Black Panther,” 
regularly states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and 
guerrilla tactics in its revolutionary program to end oppression 
of the black people. Res:dents of the black community are 
urged to arm themselves against the police who are consistently 
referred to as “pigs" who should be killed. 


The newspaper, in its issue of September 7, 1968, 
had an article by the then Mintster of Education, GEORGE MURRAY. 
This article ended with the following: 


“Black men. Bluck people, colored persons 

of America, revolt everywhere; Arm yourselves. , ,;.- 
The only culture worth keeping is revolutionury 
culture. Change. Freedom everywhere. 

Dynamite! Black power. Use the gun. Kill 

the pigs everywhere.” 


The BPP newspaper, issue of October 5, 1968, had an 
article introduced with the following statement: “We will 
not dissent from American government. We will overthrow it.” 


DAVID HILLIARD, Cnief of Stuff, BPP, in a speech 
at the San Francisco Polo Field on November 15, 1969, said 
“We will kill RICHARD NIXON." 


; DAVID HILLIARD, in the "New York Times," issue of 
December 13, 1969, was quoted as follows: “We advocate the very 
direct overthrow ya the government by way of force and violence.” 
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


In the issue of April 25, 1970, the BPP newspaper 
bad an article bv Minister of Culture LMORY DOUGLIS as follows: 


"The only way to make this racist U.S. 
Government administer justice to the 

people it is oppressing, is...by taking 

up arms against this governsent, killing 
the officials, until the reactionary 
forces...are dead, and those that are 

left turn their weapons on thcir superiors, 
thereby passing revolutionury judgment 
against the number one enemy of all mankind, 
the racist U.S. Government.” 


The BPP Hezdquarters is located at 1046 Peralta 
Street, Oakland, Culifornia. Branches of the BPP, and Committees 
to Combat Fascism, under control of the BPP, have been 
established in various locations in the USA. 
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NATION OF ISLAM 
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. A source advised on May 11, 1970, the Nation of 
Islam (NOI), an organization for meabers of the black race 
Only, had its vrigt: in Detroit, Michigan, in the early 1930’s. 
Headouarters ir Muh:mned’s Tepple Number 2, 5335 South Greenwood 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, which affords direction to numerous 
affiliate branches, commonly referred to as Muhammad's Temples 
or Mosques, located throughout the United States. The leader 
is LLIJAH MUEI\MMAD, self-st; led ‘'Messeng:. r of Allah” and the 
only divinely aopoisted Jeader of the black race in the United 
States, who controls a)) rwlicies snd programs. 


MUHAMMAD’s teachinys stress Allah (God) selected his 
to lead the so-called Negro out of slavery in North America 
through establishment of an independent black nation in the 
United States; ihe white man is the “devil” and open eneny of the 
black wan; black ar-:! white races must be separated; the white 


man, his Governzmen: and retsgion will be destroyed by Allah 


through the furces of nature in the “War of Armageddon,” a 

war between Allah and the “«ccvil.’’ MUHAMMAD's teachings are 
spread through weekly radio !:roadcasts thvoughout the United 
States and through “Munameac Speaks," the official NOI. organ 
which is publish: d weckly i. Chicago and distributed to affiliate 
Mosques for utc 1s: weekly s-“mons and for distribution to the 
public. 


MUHAMMAD ar.f othe: NOI members have refused to comply 
with Selective Service Laws stating that they respect laws of 
the United States p:ovided they da not co.flict with NOI laws. 
They do not belteve toe Gove:rrent should force thera to 
participate i:. was: when they have nothing to gain. 


